OF

THE

BESLAN

SCHOOL

MASSACRE

Russia

A F T E R M AT H

Comforters

Zion

from

story and photos by Libby Forrest

A young Russian boy clutched his cross. Islamic terrorists ordered him to take it off.
He refused, stood up, and boldly proclaimed, “Jesus Christ is risen!”
He was immediately shot—his lifeless body slumping to the ﬂoor of Beslan School #1.
Stories of child martyrs and hero teachers from eyewitnesses were told to a team
of CC missionaries, mostly from Jerusalem, that had felt God’s call to comfort
those who mourn.
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The team cried together in each destroyed
classroom. Before visiting the homes of survivors and the grieving, they went to the new
Beslan graveyard, containing hundreds of fresh
burial places. Open graves waited for bodies to
be identiﬁed.

The call to Beslan began as Pastor Bradley
Antolovich, senior pastor of Calvary Chapel
Jerusalem and father of ﬁve, watched the horror unfold on various news outlets. Disgust
swept over him—thinking of how he would
feel if those were his children in that crowded gym. It compelled him to minister to the
families and survivors. “To the Russians this
is the equivalent of the attack on the World
Trade Center in New York,” said Brad.
Two members of the Jerusalem congregation
felt called to go, as did two CC pastors in
Moscow, Kostia Kretov and Kevin Macken.
Days after the standoff ended in tragedy, the
team met at the Moscow airport and continued on together. They were not prepared for
what they encountered.

A memorial service is conducted inside the gymnasium where the children were
murdered. It is attended by Russian military students.

The aftermath of the terror attack on Beslan
School #1 left an estimated 650 dead and
missing—half of them children. For three
days, the Islamic terrorists denied the hostages food and water, forcing many to drink
their own urine. Before they were killed,
some were tortured, dismembered, and even
raped. Some were killed while praying and
holding little crosses. The children that survived the three days of torture escaped naked because of the relentless heat in the gym
and psychological warfare of their captors.
Contrary to news reports, it was evident that
the terrorists had no intention of negotiating to save the children’s lives.
Driving from the Nalchik airport to Beslan,
the team stopped at the school—an eerie
experience at two in the morning. They
were shocked that they could walk right
into the shell of the former elementary
school. Flowers lined the perimeter of the
school. Thousands of open water bottles
stood outside the school as a reminder that
the hostages were not allowed to drink during the ordeal.

Zalina, facing the camera, mourns for her son and mother. The
boy was last seen with his grandmother under the basketball
net where they both died during the massacre. The missionaries
visited her home and shared Christ after the memorial service.
She spoke in Hebrew, having just recently returned from Israel
where she had been working.

28

The team wept and paid their respects to
those attending the unending funerals. “The
smell of death was prevalent,” Brad continued. “The sounds of sorrow echoed through
the graveyard—appearing to mark a triumph
for the enemy. It was suddenly transformed to
the glory of God when we met Ria, the wife of
local pastor, Taymuraz Totiev.” They lost four
of ﬁve children who were taken hostage. Their
daughter left the hospital traumatized—unable
to speak.
Ria turned to greet them and smiled—comforting the visitors. “I rejoice knowing that my
children are with Jesus,” she said. It was a testimony to the comfort that Jesus Himself gives
to those who mourn, and it gave the missionaries the faith and strength they needed to boldly
preach the Gospel as they began their visits to
those in mourning.
Taymuraz’ brother, Sergey, also a pastor, lost
two of his children. Sergey’s son is still recovering as doctors try to preserve the boy’s vision.
Sergey cautioned his countrymen against retaliation for their heart-wrenching losses, reminding everyone that vengeance is the Lord’s.

Pastor Bradley Antolovich looks at pictures of missing children posted by hopeful parents at the school’s entrance.

“I rejoice knowing
that my children are
with Jesus,” she said.
It was a testimony to

“It was like walking onto a battleﬁeld,
and the reverent atmosphere was rivaled
only by the cemetery,” commented Brad.
“Surprisingly, there were no boundaries to
the areas we were allowed to visit. It gave us
a ﬁrsthand experience of the scene as it was
the day of the horrible tragedy.”
Men at the school had been killed the ﬁrst
day. The other teachers were murdered
while throwing children out of the broken
windows of the gym, saving many lives.

Russia

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of mercies, and God of all comfort, who comforts us in
all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who
are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves
are comforted by God.
2 Corinthians 1:3-4

the comfort that Jesus
Himself gives to those
who mourn ...
Brad Antolovich and Libby Forrest, CC Jerusalem, are overwhelmed by the
sights and smells in a room used by terrorists to detonate suicide belts.

Ria Totiev, mother of four children
slain in Beslan massacre
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Russia

Streets that were once noisy and full of
life were now quiet, and those walking on
them meandered without purpose, clad in
black garments. Mourners listened intently
to the Gospel of Christ.
Comfort to the Mourners
They visited victims’ and survivors’ homes,
local hospitals, and government agencies
and churches providing ﬁnancial assistance.
Bibles, Christian literature, and music in
Russian were given to everyone the group
met. One apartment building lost 35 children. Streets that were once noisy and full
of young life were now quiet, and those who
were walking on them meandered without
purpose, clad in black garments. Mourners
listened intently to the Gospel of Christ.

Madina and Marina are two sisters who had
been rescued from the school. As they were
presented with Bibles, Pastor Kostia quoted
John 3:16 to the girls. Madina found the
Scripture and noted it with a bookmark to
read again later. Both girls eagerly accepted
Christ as their Savior. The missionaries
shared the future, hope, and plan that God
has for their lives.
Expecting to comfort a grieving family at
one home, the team was relieved to learn
the son had survived. The list provided by

Ria Totiev, right, lost four out of her ﬁve chilis the wife of Taymuraz Totiev, an evangelical

dren taken hostage at the school. Despite her grief, she was able to share her faith with her relatives that her children are now with Jesus. She
pastor in Beslan. Her trust in God gave the CC missionaries faith and inspired them to boldly share the Gospel with the mourning familes.

Mass graves crowd a new cemetery in Beslan.

Bradley delivers Bibles, toys, and handmade cards to children who survived the attack
in the children’s ward of the Vladikavkas hospital.
Pastor Kostia Kretov, CC 1905 in Moscow,
the hospital in Vladikavkas.
30

helps a young survivor assemble his new toy plane in
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is unprecedented. The privilege to

Russia

“The openness to the Gospel in this area

privilege to mourn with those who mourn
and to visit orphans and widows in their
trouble has forever changed the lives of all of
us who were sent out.”

mourn with those who mourn and to visit

has forever changed the lives
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of all of us who were sent out.”

www.forzion.com
forzion@netvision.net.il

orphans and widows in their trouble

Pastor Brad Antolovich

Pastor Bradley gives a morning devotion for the team before beginning home visits.

Beslan is in southern Russia.

From the accounts of the survivors, it seems
that the hostage-takers were highly skilled
and their actions carefully orchestrated.
Reports state that 30 hostage-takers were
killed, 3 are in custody, and 7 escaped, masquerading as rescuers at the end of the ordeal. Nine of the hostage-takers appeared to
be of Arab descent.
Daughter of Pastor Jumbol, the Beslan
team’s local host.

the teachers’ committee had been incorrect.
The young lad told of his escape. He waited
until the terrorists stopped shooting and
were reloading their guns. He ran out of the
building and to the closest house. He broke
in, ﬁnding food and water.
Eleven-year-old Alina and seven other children from her class died together on that ﬁrst
day of school. Her older brother, Sasha, had
run away when he saw the terrorists. Alina’s
parents had been atheists—forbidding the
girl to go to church or read her Bible. The
girl’s grandmother, a believer, conﬁdently
told the team that her granddaughter had
given her life to Jesus and routinely read her
Bible in secret.

Beslan is bordered by the Caucasus
Mountains—surrounded by a deceptively
serene and picturesque, pastoral life. The
area produces a large portion of Russia’s
vodka supply. The Caucasus region is one of
the most ethnically diverse and volatile areas
in the world, where the killing of relatives is
ﬁercely avenged. Many analysts fear the massacre in Beslan will fan the embers of ethnic
hatred into war. While the Russian army is
bogged down in Chechnya, Moscow’s ability
to halt a bloodletting is greatly hampered.
CC Jerusalem, through their ministry, For
Zion’s Sake, plans to conduct follow-up
trips to the Beslan area. “Our prayer is that
the Lord would establish a work in Beslan,”
said Brad. “We found many believers who
wished to host those who desire to carry on
with home visits and a Bible study.”
Brad continued, “The openness to the
Gospel in this area is unprecedented. The
Calvary Chapel pastors pray with local lead-
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ers as they prepare to return to Moscow and Jerusalem. Pastor Kostia Kretov, Jumbol, Bradley Antolovich, Gocha, and Kevin Macken.
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