RADIATING GOD’S LOVE
CC Fredericksburg
shares in Slovakia
and Hungary
story and photos by Tom Price

Margaret Clark and Andrea Soltess pray together
before doing a skit in the Bible Club presentation.

Lauren Corbett plays with
preschool children as they are
invited to attend the Bible
Club in Sturovo, Slovakia.
It was part of a two-week
outreach that was the maiden
overseas mission trip for CC
Fredericksburg, VA.
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The mission team from CC Fredericksburg. Across
the Danube is Sturovo, Slovakia.
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Hungary and Slovakia

A bi-plane makes a surprise
ﬂyover at the Basilica in
Esztergom, Hungary, built
a century earlier to crown
Hungary’s ﬁrst Christian king.

Michelle McCartney gives one of
her “sharks” a hug.

“My life changed from going on this mission trip,” commented eight-year-old Megan

Jesus told us to go into all the
world, sharing the Gospel message. Some question the cost
of transporting a group of
Americans into “all the world.”
But great is the impact—maybe
for a lifetime—which these steps
of faith bring about upon those
Adam arrived at Bible Club with
a “this-doesn’t-look-very-cool” attitude. The words of the missionaries
impacted his life.
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that submit to Jesus’ mandate.
Street dramas gave the team a
chance to share their faith.

McCartney, the pink starﬁsh in the Bible Club. Megan and other missionaries dove for biblical direction on Agape Reef.
Michelle realized there was a strong possibility that no pre-teens would come to the
Bible Club program her church was bringing to Sturovo, Slovakia. Dozens of younger
children had arrived, and the preschool and
elementary age children were fascinated by
the underwater sea adventure theme. Robi
returned with ﬁve friends, one named Adam
who was wearing a Metallica T-shirt, a
spiked leather wristband, and a “this-doesn’tlook-very-cool” attitude. Being a mother of
“Why don’t you go back to your neighbor- two young children herself, Michelle was
hood and bring your friends to join us for quickly able to break through to the older
Bible Club,” Michelle McCartney suggested group, aptly named the Sharks.
to Robi. He was the only Slovakian youngster to venture there for Michelle’s 10 to 12 She prayed that the Lord would bring ten
age group. “We are going to have lots of fun. children the next day. As the morning activMost importantly, we will learn about God ities came to a close, the tenth child arrived.
By the end of week, the group of Sharks had
and His Son, Jesus.”
For over six months CC Fredericksburg,
VA, prayed and prepared spiritually for its
ﬁrst overseas missions trip. The 29-member
group journeyed to Sturovo, Slovakia, and
Esztergom, Hungary. The normally humid
July temperatures plummeted, confounding the weather experts as autumn-like days
prevailed. It was a gift from God. Most profound was the extraordinary impact the trip
had on each member of the team.

grown to twenty. Several prayed to receive
Jesus Christ as their Savior.
“I had asked God to show me that all things
are possible with Him,” said Michelle.
Gregarious by nature, Michelle rarely required a translator to get the message across
to her group of precocious pre-adolescents.
The day the VBS ended, Michelle got a note
from Adam. He thanked her for showing
him the love of God. “I witnessed that all
things are possible with God,” she said.
Michelle’s entire family made the trip, including her husband, Sam, ﬁve-year-old
son, Michael, and daughter, Megan, whose
life’s dream is to be a missionary. “My life
was changed from going on this trip,” eightyear-old Megan said. “God changed me. I
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Five-year-old Michael McCartney acts in a street drama.

Youth Pastor John Hinson shares about Jesus Christ after a drama presentation in Esztergom, Hungary.

have always wanted to be a missionary. I am Husband Sam was equally impacted. He their young children on a mission trip—not
one now. The Lord used me to tell His mes- had not been enthusiastic six months earlier to mention raising the necessary support.
sage through drama. I was the Starﬁsh. God when Michelle ﬁrst mentioned the notion “God proved Himself far greater than my
showed me you can be any age and tell oth- of taking the entire family to Slovakia. A imagination,” said Sam. “Donations came
ers about Him.”
union electrician at the Capitol building in in from unlikely sources, and I had more
Washington, D.C., Sam was hesitant to take opportunities to do side jobs to pay for the
costs than I could keep up with. This mis-
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A wheelchair bound man testiﬁed of the team’s concern.

sion trip has been the most wonderful time
my family has ever experienced.”
John Bibel had to leave his wife and children
at home for this two-week period. “What I
witnessed was nothing short of amazing—
God’s majesty, power, love, and His perfect

provision,” said John. “The Lord showed
me that He was with our group and in
control at all times. I had never done street
evangelism, but I was called on to share with
the crowd. I immediately doubted myself. I
found out that ‘yes, with God’s help I could
do this’—I was touched by the people’s

smiles and occasional tears when I spoke
to them about God’s love and redemption
through His Son.” John received a further
blessing when he was able to visit with his
grandfather’s long-lost Slovakian family and
share the love of Christ with them.
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Laci Gyugyi shares with the teenagers at the outreach at CC Esztergom.

Missionaries learn how to dance unto the Lord at
the Gypsy service in which they participated.

László Haga, left, CC Esztergom, encourages
youth pastor John Hinson.

Praying Friends

Treneka Gross, right, makes balloon animals for preschool children invited to the

skits. “We both had fear and struggles. If “The Lord stretched me. I broke my toe in
something was weighing on my heart, the park as the rhythmical drumming of the
“Margaret Clark, one of the team mem- Margaret took the initiative to stop and pray team drew a large crowd. We began dancing,
bers, was a wonderful example of a praying for me. The whole team spent a great deal of inviting the bystanders to join us. My toe
collided with a cut-off pipe, causing instant
friend,” said Andrea Soltess, another team time in prayer.
member who played Snap the Crab in the
swelling. I found out later my big toe was
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Bible Club in Sturovo, Slovakia.
broken. Now, home on crutches, I know the
Lord was my ‘ibuprofen.’ I had to rely on
Him to get me through the rest of the trip.
“I’m now discerning if the Lord wants me
to go to Bible College—something that I

would have never foreseen. My eyes have trip and dealing with exhaustion when the
been opened to the vast possibilities of serv- drumming began. “I went up to a little girl
and just held out my hand. She grabbed it.
ing the Lord.”
Twenty people joined in behind us dancing.
Treneka Gross, a recent high school gradu- We did not want to stop since the children
ate, was out of her comfort zone during the were enjoying it so much. We began to pray
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“It was amazing to see how
quickly we became friends.
God’s love is universal. Nothing
can overcome it.”
Anne Marie Riley
out loud, ‘I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.’ God
refreshed us. I felt God looking down on us. He was smiling and showered
us with the strength to go on and love His little ones.”
High school senior Anne Marie Riley stated that the greatest impact on her
was the way that God used the translators to inﬂuence her life. “I had never
witnessed a group of people more willing to serve. Their love for their
country, its people, and us was above and beyond what I had expected. It
was amazing to see how quickly we became friends. God’s love is universal.
Nothing can overcome it.”

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways
Isaiah 55:8
my ways,” says the LORD.
“God began showing us that He was calling our entire family to go on the
trip, which included our 6-month-old baby and 3-year-old son,” offered
Melanie Hinson. Her husband, John, is the youth pastor and led the group.
“Donna is a 14-year-old Slovakian girl who had just recently come to the
Lord. She didn’t speak English but adored our 6-month-old. We trusted
her with our baby. Due to this bond, she grew to love us and grew in her
love for God.
“Later a group of women shared how it encouraged them that we would
bring our children—they were blessed by watching them play. We believe
God used them to touch lives.”
Missionary Dave Beeler performs Christian rap while others play the hjimbae in the park in Sturovo, Slovakia. People gathered and

heard the Gospel message.

Andrea Soltess led a line of youngsters as they danced to the beat of the drums.

with an opportunity to share the Gospel
Esztergom, Hungary.
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A make-up clinic provided the team
while ministering to the ladies at CC

Gary Barrow, missionary from Corvallis, Oregon, shares at the Kids’ Club in
Sturovo, the fruit of the relationships begun at the Bible Club.
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Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the
heart.
I Samuel 16:7
Melanie Sita directed the Bible Club. She
also conducted a make-up clinic for the
women that led them to Jesus for the ultimate makeover. Before the outreaches began, she recorded these words. “Lord, I have
no idea why You brought me here or what
You want me to do. I feel so insigniﬁcant,
so insecure and unprepared. If not for You,
I’d have nothing to offer—only what You’ve
done and who I know You to be.”
John Knapp had previously dealt with anxiety attacks. “I was to teach the students that
Jesus is always with them, no matter where
they are,” said John. Ironically, the Lord
taught John the same lesson on this trip.

John Bibel was the captain of the J.S.S. Jonah, a submarine that took the
children to the ocean ﬂoor to discover God’s treasures.

“When I got on the plane I tried to ﬁght my
anxiety by myself,” confessed John, “but it
took control of me. I became sick and panicked. I thought that I had made a huge mistake. The Lord revealed to me that the only
way I would overcome my anxiety attacks is
by giving them to Him and to believe that
He is with me forever.”
While preparing the Bible study for the children, John read the book of Daniel. “I thought
about Jesus being with me at all times like He
was with Daniel in the lions’ den and how He
is my strength when I am weak.”
He was struck again by an anxiety attack later
in the trip. “I asked the Lord to take away my
fear and anxiety, and I immediately felt His
presence. My anxiety disappeared completely,
and I know that fear will never have its same
power over me again. The Lord brought me
to minister to others, but I now realize His
greater desire was to minister to me.”

4-year-old Akos and Snap the Crab.

Pastor Peti and daughter Panna.

“I asked the Lord
to take away my fear
and anxiety, and I
immediately felt
His presence.”
Christian dressed as his favorite character, Ollie the Octopus, on the last day of Bible Club. He accepted Jesus Christ as
his Savior and is now attending Kids’ Club every Saturday.
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John Knapp

Melanie Sita leads the Bible Club on their Underwater Sea Adventure.
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Temple for God
“I saw the joy on Laci’s face, the assistant pastor, as he came up to the Sturovo
church,” added high school senior Ellen Gaston. “The grass had just been cut,
but weeds were still growing tall along the sidewalk. The room had yellow wallpaper, collapsing wooden rails, and windows that didn’t work. In a forsaken housing
development, the missionaries had taken a small run-down room and made it
into a temple for God.
“We decorated the room and made it fun and bright. We shared the Lord with
the children and their parents. When I remember that building, I remember
the joy of the body of Christ as well as the abandonment to glorify God with
obedience. It is too precious to describe. He can take something so insigniﬁcant
and make it the most beautiful thing on earth.”

Nevertheless when one turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.
But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory
of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from
glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 2 Corinthians 3:16, 18

Youth Pastor John Hinson
Calvary Chapel Fredericksburg
1103 Potomac Avenue
Fredericksburg, VA 22405
540-373-8683

Melanie Sita and her translator, Vicki Vámos,
tearfully pray for the children on the last day
of the Bible Club.

“It is too precious to describe.
He can take something so
insigniﬁcant and make it the
most beautiful thing on earth.”
Ellen Gaston

Lindsey Riley says good bye to a
new friend.

Map of Slovakia and Hungary.

Slovakian children pray to receive Christ as their personal Savior at the Bible Club after a week of learning about Jesus.
48

49

