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Philippines
Operating a ministry that reaches out to those battling addictions,
U-Turn for Christ is trained to deal with unexpected crises and
spiritual warfare. A life-threatening accident on a mission trip to
the Philippines gave them an opportunity to wholeheartedly trust
in the One who had sent them and put to the test their belief that
the battle is spiritual.
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Small groups had been sent out into the local villages to
pass out ﬂyers for the massive crusade planned that evening. While sharing candy with some young children on
the side of the road, several members of the team heard
a commotion and caught a glimpse
of a speeding truck swerving out
of control. It plowed through the
crowd toward them. With no time
to react, one team member was sent
hurling towards a wall. A local child
and a missionary were dragged underneath the vehicle.
The two injured members of the
mission team were also family
members of the two pastors who
would be speaking at that evening’s
crusade. Lindsey Galbraith, daughter of CC Menifee Senior Pastor
Gary Galbraith, was sideswiped by
the vehicle and thrown face-ﬁrst
into a wall, sustaining deep scratches on her face and two compressed
vertebrae. Debbie DiThomas, sister of CC Romoland Senior Pastor
Gerry Brown, was hit from behind
and dragged under the vehicle until
it came to a stop.
While Lindsey was able to check
out of the hospital the following
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day, Debbie’s injuries were more severe. The rest of her
trip was spent in a Filipino hospital until her pain decreased to a level where she was able to ﬂy home. Her
rehabilitation continues for a fractured pelvis. The child
hit was released from the hospital
after several days with extensive
abrasions and bruises.

Pastor Gerry Brown speaks with the
driver of the truck who hit Gerry’s
sister and three others. The man accepted Christ as Lord and Savior.

While every crisis brings an opportunity for tragedy or victory,
the team saw the accident for
what it was—a spiritual battle—
and they rallied the troops to
claim victory on the island. “I
have never been on a mission trip
like this,” recalled Gerry. “I have
experienced incredible spiritual
warfare. But the perseverance of
the saints overcame, and God’s
will was accomplished.
“Everything about this trip has
been a struggle, but it’s not a surprise to me. This has been the
greatest fruit we’ve seen,” he continued. “These are missions trips,
not vacations, and we shouldn’t be
surprised by opposition.”
The accident occurred as a successful ﬁrst week of a two-week

Pastor Gerry Brown and his wife Peggy are by his sister, Debbie DiThomas, in an emergency room at St. Camillus hospital on the
west of Samar island in the Philippines. While handing out crusade ﬂyers, Debbie and two others were hit by a truck.
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A young boy, who cares for his infant
sibling, is thrilled to receive a rafﬂe ticket
at the crusade in Calbayog.

outreach to the Philippine island of Samar
concluded. Work was well underway for
two evenings of even larger crusades in the
city of Calbayog. With ﬁnal preparations
complete and only a few details remaining,
the team had looked forward to an exciting
evening of sharing Christ.
Speaking from her bed in the rural hospital, Debbie expressed, “The mission
needs to keep going, to be faithful in accomplishing God’s will.” Her reassurance
allowed the team to go back to work passing out ﬂyers, setting up the stage, and
preparing the medical supplies.
Gary Galbraith, senior pastor of CC Menifee in Riverside, CA, lays hands on and prays for a woman after giving the Gospel message to

hundreds of Filipinos at Mayor Luis A. Capito Cultural Stage in Borongan.

“Everything about this trip has been a struggle, but it’s not a
surprise to me. This has been the greatest fruit we’ve seen.
These are missions trips, not vacations, and we shouldn’t be
surprised by the opposition.”
A megaphone is used to invite villagers to the crusade.
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A Philippine pastor hands out crusade ﬂyers.

Pastor Gerry Brown
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“The Philippines is
a prime place for
evangelism. The
people are very
open to Americans.”
Pastor Gary Galbraith

Pastor Gerry Brown selects a winner in a free rafﬂe for rice, bikes, and pigs.

Gerry Brown and Philippine pastor Manling Prudenciado pray for the police chief
and mayor of Calbayog at the crusade.

Filipinos raise their hands as they pray to acknowledge accepting Jesus Christ.
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With the clock ticking towards 6pm, the
park in the center of Calbayog quickly
ﬁlled with students in their uniforms, local
merchants, and children. Crowds began to
gather around the stage and various booths
offering medical treatment, free haircuts,
and children’s games.
As sound checks turned into waves of beautiful sound, the swelling crowd swayed
and clapped in time to the praise music of
Adoration, a local worship band. Showing
enthusiasm that reinforced the belief in
what they were sharing, Pastors Gerry and
Gary revealed to the people, many of them
trapped in religious tradition, that they were
“children of God in need of growing in their
relationship with their Father.”
“The Philippines is a prime place for evangelism,” commented Gary after delivering
his message. “The people are very open to
Americans. They’ve become entrenched
in the local religious institution, and they
need revival. Realistically, though, it’s going
to take decades because of their bondage to
tradition. It’s very much like Jesus with the
Pharisees and Sadducees.
“We need to break down the stereotypes
of the Christian church,” continued Gary.
“Revival means to come alive; they’ve been
experiencing survival, not revival. They’re
dead with no hope, meaning, or joy. We
desire to plant a seed with these outreaches
and show them genuine Christianity.” Over
the next two evenings hundreds of people
accepted the invitation to follow Christ. But
the work doesn’t stop with the sowing of
seeds. U-Turn has made a long-term commitment to this community.

Peggy Brown and Rosemary
Chavez pray with an elderly
man in a western Samar
village as he accepts Christ
as Lord and Savior.
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Mario Rocha, associate pastor at CC Romoland, leads the team in devotions.

Gerry Brown teaches at the San Joaquin U-Turn for Christ Christian Fellowship.

Sown Seeds
The ministry in the Philippines started six
years ago when Pastor Gerry Brown, who
oversees U-Turn along with pastoring CC
Romoland, was invited to teach at a church.
U-Turn has been sending teams over annually. In addition to their yearly visits, recent
graduates from the U-Turn ranch program
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The Calbayog jail allowed Dotti Pawlicki

have been making six-month commitments
to the people of the island.

the school of ministry. Both Ron and Cisco
recently wed Filipino women.

Three years ago, Cisco Velasco, a graduate
of the U-Turn program in Perris, moved to
San Joaquin in the Philippines as part of the
team. He currently pastors the local fellowship where Gerry’s brother, Ron, heads up

The vision for the school is to raise up nationals, plant churches, and assist believers
in standing on their own without international assistance. While the vision has
been launched on the island of Samar, it
has quickly spread to nearby islands where

and Joanne Brown, both nurses, to set up a medical clinic in an ofﬁce. The inmate seated in the chair did not want medicine, but prayer.
U-Turn has held outreaches. The outreach
team for this trip consisted of people from
several CCs and U-Turn for Christ facilities
in California and Texas. For some of the locals it has been the ﬁrst time to encounter
foreigners. The school has become a base
where people with a heart to serve go for
on-the-job training. Currently, U-Turn has
planted three churches on the island.

“For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven,
and do not return there, but water the earth, and make
it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower
and bread to the eater, so shall My word be that goes
forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but
it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in
Isaiah 55:10-11
the thing for which I sent it.”
19

Philippines

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me,
because the LORD has anointed Me to preach
good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to
heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to
the captives, and the opening of the prison to
those who are bound.
Isaiah 61:1

The jailer listens to the Bible teaching and prays along
with the inmates at a Bible study at Calbayog jail.

Ron Brown, missionary and pastor, teaches each week at the overcrowded Calbayog jail. Most of the men have been waiting years for their

Setting the Prisoner Free
The missionaries were allowed access to the
Calbayog city jail. Filing into a room where
the sun shone in with no interference from
metal bars, the inmates sat quietly. Some
have waited ten years for sentencing. Looking like a tattered quilt with their ragged
clothes and tattoos, they listened intently
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as Pastor Gerry shared about Lazarus from
Luke 16. They were told that God has a perfect plan for them. While their decisions in
life have caused them temporary torment, a
promise was shared of an eternal freedom.
After the message, an opportunity to receive
Jesus was given, and 25 men in ﬂip-ﬂops and
cut-off shorts stood to receive the promises

of God. A week later, the team returned to
disciple the men and set up a clinic. Dotty
Pawlicki and Joanne Brown, registered nurses from CC Romoland, distributed aspirin,
vitamins, ointments, and medicine. They
spent time with each patient diagnosing
their needs. They provided them with the
needed medicines that had been donated by
an American drug company. As the medical

case to go to trial.

help was dispensed, others from the team passed out
Bibles, sandals, and toiletries to the inmates.
The desire to have the national pastors understand the
importance of the Word of God was a priority as well.
As a consequence, a pastors’ conference was held for
40 local pastors. It included a separate conference for
their wives. Pastors Gerry and Joe Tuccinardi, from
U-Turn, challenged the men to be uniﬁed and work

Men from the Calbayog jail stand up to receive Christ and pray the
sinner’s prayer at a weekly Bible study.
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If we confess our
sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive
us our sins and to
cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
1 John 1:9

Pastor Lemuel’s Yabor’s wife, Belyn, bows
her head in prayer at the women’s conference in Samar.

together in the vision God had given them.
Finishing out the event-ﬁlled weeks were
visits to schools and orphanages where once
again the love of God was shared.
In the week that followed the accident, the
driver of the vehicle that hit the missionaries disappeared after his initial arrest for
speeding. He showed up unexpectedly at the
Filipino ranch. He wanted to make ﬁnancial
restitution. Pastor Gerry and his brother,
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A Filipino woman has her hair cut and styled by Rosemary from U-Turn for Christ at one

Ron, talked calmly with him. Initially, both
struggled with anger, but they surrendered
their bitterness to God and were able to
lead the man to the Lord. Another man, the
owner of the vehicle, came to make ﬁnancial arrangements. He feared he might lose
his truck. God provided an opportunity to
share the Gospel with him, and he invited
the Lord into his life as well.

The accident served as a clear reminder that those on the mission ﬁeld are
in God’s hands and that the prayers of
the saints are precious. Rooftop rides
on buses, motorcycle drives through
typhoons, and the unfamiliar daily
dangers that lurk overseas require an
awareness of God’s covering. What
Satan means for evil, God will use
for His glory.

of two crusades on the isle of Samar.

Peggy Brown chats with Pastor Manling Prudenciado
and Marietta Palce, who is expecting a child.

Filipino children watch and listen to the pastor
at the crusade in the town of Calbayog.
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The Philippine team from CCs Menifee; Romoland; Vista, CA; San Angelo, TX,; and U-Turn
for Christ from Camino and Perris CA.

A map of the Philippines.

Filipino children sit on a window ledge across the street from U-Turn for

Christ Christian Fellowship in San Joaquin.

“I have never been on a mission trip like this.
I have experienced incredible spiritual warfare.
But the perseverance of the saints overcame,
and God’s will was accomplished.”

U-Turn for Christ

20170 Patterson Avenue
Perris, CA 92570
951-943-7097
uturnforchrist@earthlink.net
www.uturnforchrist.com

Pastor Gerry Brown
Huts are nestled between the ocean and an inlet, littered with debris.
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