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Pastor Glen shares with Neil Neufeld, while Darlene Neufeld,
left, enjoys fellowship with Jen Nudd and baby Tatum Turner.
Story by Christmas McGaughey
Photos by Geraldine Wilkins

Rocky Mountain CC
On a cold January day in 1996, Rob Mantle drove
his rig along his routine 100-mile route from Calgary
to the east side of Alberta. A former mechanic in
the Canadian Armed Forces, Rob understood machines—how to take things apart and make them
work again. But there were things he couldn’t fix.
He thought about his brother’s recent suicide attempt and contemplated the uncertainty of life. A
man’s life could slide right by him, like the cities and
towns along the highway that passed in a blur: here
one minute, gone the next.

Pastor Glen Nudd teaches at Rocky Mountain CC.
The Canadian Rockies tower above Kananaskis Country, a scenic region west of Calgary in Alberta, Canada.

As he neared home, an even tougher question entered his mind:
What about life after death? Was there a God? Rob’s childhood
had led him to despise anything to do with religion—especially
churches that seemed to be interested only in money. His mother
had been a devoted churchgoer until the family hit hard times. Then
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Pastor Glen listens as Armin Schlegel
shares after Bible study.

Carol Farquharson plays piano as
Davene Michie sings during worship.

They talked about God’s forgiveness and
the cross—how Jesus gave Himself to pay
for every person’s sins. Salvation is a free
gift to all who come to God believing in
Christ, asking for forgiveness, and accepting
the cross as the basis for their right standing
with God.

church leaders had come knocking on their
door, not to offer help but to condemn her
and to hold out a hand for the missed tithe
money. From then on, Rob wanted nothing
to do with religion.
But today he couldn’t escape the notion that
his bitterness may have doomed his own children. They had grown up without hearing
about God. What if they would be damned
to hell because of him? The thought stuck in
his side like a nasty thorn and stayed there.
A few days later, Rob was in his truck—his
thinking place—and pulled out a little New
Testament he had been given as a child. As
he read day after day, he grew intrigued by
Jesus’ life and teachings. “Jesus introduced
Himself to me and revealed Himself when
I was still an unbeliever,” said Rob, who
would go on to plant a small CC fellowship
nearly five years later. “I would get excited
about what I was reading; my wife thought
it was weird at first.”
Then an old military friend called and invited him to Rocky Mountain Calvary
Chapel in Calgary. At first reluctant to step
inside a church again, Rob went for his family’s sake. “It was the first time I ever saw a
preacher open up the Bible and teach,” Rob
said. After months of hearing the verse-byverse Bible teaching, Rob visited the pastor.
It had been almost a year since his brother’s
unsuccessful suicide attempt.
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Rob remembered everything he had read
about Jesus: how He healed people, how
He asked His disciples to follow Him and
believe in Him. Rob knew he could do that.
The two men prayed together as Rob asked
God to forgive him and make him His child.

Pastor Joel Turner, center, prays with young adults during their midweek worship meeting

Seeking Salvation

Approaching Pastor Glen Nudd, Rob asked
bluntly, “How do I get my family saved?”
The pastor gently replied, “What about you,
Rob? You need salvation, too.”
“It’s too late for me, Pastor, but my family
deserves to have a chance,” Rob said gravely,
recalling with shame his hateful attitude toward God and religion.
“Rob, you need to know that Jesus loves you,
too,” Glen said. “He has a plan for you as
well. He wants you to be with Him. He has
made His grace available to you, to be with
Him now and for eternity, to be His kid.”

as sparks ﬂy upward like their prayers. A time exposure creates trails of light.

His wife and their two teenagers also accepted
Jesus Christ. One year later, Rob realized he

“He has made His
grace available
to you, to be
with Him now
and for eternity,
to be His kid.”
Pastor Glen Nudd

Young adults enjoy an extended time of fellowship.

Ruth Semple, left, and Jen Nudd enjoy the Turners’ baby.
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hadn’t been living for the Lord. He prayed,
“Today is my spiritual birthday and, Lord, I
still haven’t given myself to You. Forgive me.
I want to serve You.” He felt prompted to
get rid of everything that had been keeping
him from following Christ. He threw away
a cache of wine, dishonestly gained rewards
from his career, New Age books, ungodly
music, and movies. “I got rid of everything
that was questionable,” he said. “There was
like 500 pounds of stuff!”
From that point on, God gave him a servant’s heart. As he grew in his faith, Rob
began helping in the sound ministry. Four
years later, he was teaching an evening Bible
study and interning at the church.

Sent to Irricana

Finally in 2002, Rob was sent out by Rocky
Mountain Calvary Chapel to plant a new
fellowship in nearby Irricana. Rob and his
wife, Gail, have a heart to share the Gospel
according to God’s Word with those who
have never heard it before.

In the main sanctuary of Rocky Mountain CC in Calgary, believers pray for each other as others fellowship after the service.

Jesus answered them ... “My sheep hear My voice,
and I know them, and they follow Me.” John 10:25, 27

Him we preach, warning every
man and teaching every man in all
wisdom, that we may present every
man perfect in Christ Jesus. To this
end I also labor, striving according
to His working which works in me
mightily.
Colossians 1:28-29
Pastor Glen Nudd recalled watching God
work in Rob’s life: “It was amazing; God did
an amazing work. … Right from the beginning, everybody felt he had a servant’s heart.
His strongest gift was helping and serving.”
Thirty-five miles northeast of Calgary,
Irricana was close enough that the pastor
could maintain a relationship with Rob and
Gail to encourage them in the new work.
Glen added, “It was the only place I knew of
where there was no church in that town at
all. It still has a bit of a ‘Wild West’ feel. But
Rob has a real frontier spirit.”

Loralea Butikofer is director of the children’s ministry at Rocky Mountain CC.
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Children express love and praise to Jesus
during children’s ministry at RMCC.

Although the town’s small population is
somewhat transient in nature, Rob explained, the fellowship in Irricana has
grown. Town leaders have given the church
permission to meet in the community center. The Lord has used Rob’s past to reach
others in the rural town. Rob said, “The
Lord is ministering to people out here who

Just west of the city of Calgary, scenic Kananaskis Country offers solitude and recreation.
also have been hurt by religion or who were
wondering, ‘Is the Lord real? Can He be
real for me?’ And they’re responding to the
Gospel and simply following the Lord.”

Journey of a Pastor’s Wife

Gail Mantle recalled her journey of following her husband as the Lord led them to
Irricana. “I went from having it really easy
in Calgary—a stay-at-home mom, a ‘closet
Christian’—to having to live my faith in
front of others,” she said. Gail works two
part-time jobs and serves at the church in
hospitality, set-up, women’s ministry, and
children’s ministry. She cited a special verse
the Lord gave her: “Only fear the LORD, and
serve Him in truth with all your heart; for
consider what great things He has done for
you” (1 Samuel 12:24).

For the first two years, the couple had to
get up in the pre-dawn hours every Sunday
to clean the community center after the
Saturday night town dances. “I didn’t have
a good attitude about it because they were
supposed to clean it,” she said. “But my attitude changed just by watching my husband.”
As they quietly kept serving, God changed
other hearts. Now the Saturday renters
leave the place spotless out of respect for the
church’s Sunday service.
Gail said the Lord taught her: “I’m here to
support Rob and be his helpmate … to be
the best cheerleader he’s got.” She added,

Canada geese gather near a lake in
Kananaskis Country.
“We [wives] can get caught up in ministry,
thinking we’re our husband’s assistant. We’re
not the assistant pastor. There needs to be a
divider there when he needs a respite, a soft
place he can go and not talk about ministry.
I learned that I’m not his secretary; I’m his
wife.” Otherwise, she said, a couple can lose
their “togetherness.”
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at the Lord and walking forward.” Another
result was that his home life improved. Glen
said, “That’s not something a person can
learn from a book. The Spirit of the Lord
has to walk you through it. It was very much
because of God’s sovereignty.”
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“Instead of looking over my
shoulder and asking myself, ‘What
will that person think?’ I was just
looking at the Lord and walking
forward.” Pastor Glen Nudd

Spreading the Word

With nearly 250,000 immigrants per year,
Canada has become a melting pot of new
religions and cultures. Believers at Rocky
Mountain CC have become passionate about
missions and reaching the lost, said Assistant
Pastor Quinn Davis. “We have a brother
who previously served with us—coming
from Kentucky to join us—and he’s hoping to minister in Israel and Palestine one
day. We hope he will start a study with the
Muslims here in the Northeast.” The church
also partners with For Zion’s Sake to reach
out to Jewish believers. A family from the
Rocky Mountain fellowship, the Benslers,
are moving to Lima, Peru, next year to serve
full time.
“Now we’re praying about how the Lord
would have us reach western Canada and our
own area through church planting,” Glen
said. “We’re learning a principle and encouraging men to wait on the Lord, wait on the
Holy Spirit and what He is doing, and then
‘build’ in response to that. Don’t build first
and then ask God to come fill it.”

After Sunday service, Pastor Rob Mantle, left, of Irricana Christian Fellowship talks to
Irene and Wayne Friesen and their children Brandon and Brittany.

Discipleship in Calgary

Rocky Mountain CC is training up other
men to serve locally or to start new works.
“Healthy sheep reproduce,” Glen said. “Now
we have people intern and then come on
staff for a bit instead of leaving right away.”
While many believers in the fellowship serve
in various ways, there is no pressure to get
involved in ministry, say members.
“They have a policy where you don’t do anything for six months—just sit and learn, and
see if it’s the place for you,” said Tom deWaal. He and his wife, Cathy, first enjoyed
growing in the knowledge of God’s Word
and later became involved with children’s
church. Tom participated in the “Servant’s
Board,” helping set up for church every
Sunday. Now he is an elder who gives input in church decisions and also donates his
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Rob’s wife, Gail Mantle, left, helps Brandon
at Irricana Christian Fellowship.

plumbing skills to needy members of the
body and on the church property.

Friesen, right, with his Jesus picture during Sunday school in the children’s ministry classroom

not fear. What can man do to me?’” The
Lord brought mature Christian leaders to
encourage Glen. “One elderly brother said
to me, ‘What are you waiting for? Get busy
with what God’s called you to do.’ The Lord
spoke to me through that.”

Most of all, he enjoys the Bible teaching.
“When I was growing up, my church didn’t
believe in the deity of Christ but had a
bunch of rules,” he recalled. When he and
his family came to Calvary, Tom said, “It
was so exciting to be taught the Word and
be spoken to by the Lord. I still love it.”

Then, in the early days of the ministry, a
leadership struggle arose. Glen recalled, “I
was in a reluctant moment; I didn’t want to
assert what God had given me, the anointing for leadership.”

A Reluctant Leader

But starting a Bible-teaching church in
Calgary wasn’t easy, recalled Pastor Glen. He
faced pressure from members of his former
denomination before becoming affiliated
with Calvary Chapel.

Pastor Steve Mays of CC South Bay visited
the fellowship and learned that some people
were confused about who the pastor was; he
met with Glen and went straight to the issue.

“I’m not a fighter by nature and am a reluctant leader,” the now-seasoned pastor
recalled. “The Lord gave me Hebrews 13:6,
which says, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will

Glen recalled his advice: “When God
calls you to something, He gives you
a desire and confirms it through other
people. Then you need to get busy with

Louise Van Polanen, left, shares Scripture
with Marjorie “MJ” Bransﬁeld.

what God’s called you to do and not just
sit around.” There can be two extremes in
ministry, he said: Those who presumptuously run ahead of what God has called
them to do and those who are waiting for
a sign after God has clearly called them.
“Waiting for something more—that was
me. I was fearing what people would say;
I was worried about being a people-pleaser,
fearing failure.”
After Steve’s visit, Glen took up the mantle as
senior pastor, stepping out with confidence
to teach God’s Word. “God immediately
blessed; we could see it,” Glen recalled. “It
was like something unlocked in heaven. The
church grew like crazy right away. People
were being refreshed in the Word, and there
was freedom in the teaching.” He recalled the
change in his mindset: “Instead of looking
over my shoulder and asking myself, ‘What
will that person think?’ I was just looking

Calgary lies in southern Alberta, Canada.

Rocky Mountain CC
www.calvarychapel.ca
rmcc@calvarychapel.ca
403-276-WORD (9673)

Irricana Christian Fellowship

www.icfcc.ca
icf@icfcc.ca
403-935-0119
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