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But you, beloved, building yourselves up on
your most holy faith, praying in the Holy
Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God,
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ
Jude 1:20-21
unto eternal life.
The four pastors gathered at the rocky shore of Maalaea
Harbor, like the tethered boats nearby, to rest from
their labors as fishers of men and to be recharged. One
gently strummed an acoustic guitar as the others raised
hands in worship. It was mid-morning, before the heat
of the day on the tropical island of Maui, Hawaii.

Coleen Rishovd of CC South Maui leads
worship with children in a “Good News Club.”
Calvary pastors on Maui meet monthly to worship, pray, and
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encourage each other in the Word. Left to right are Pastors Dominic Done, Rick Nagura, Brad Hall, and Steve Santos.

Pastor Steve, right, and Russell Mau
baptize Rochelle who heard the Gospel
at CC Westside’s beachside service on her
way to work.

CC Westside’s Sunday morning service has been held at the public park for the past 15
years. Thousands of tourists and passersby have visited; many have accepted Christ.

The monthly meetings have become refreshing times of fellowship, encouragement, and
accountability for the four Calvary Chapel
pastors who teach God’s Word verse by verse
on Maui. They worship together, pray for
each other, and share about their personal
lives, families, and ministries.

Mutual Encouragement

“The whole purpose of the gatherings is for
fellowship and accountability,” said Pastor
Brad Hall of CC Central Maui. “There’s
something special about coming together
with other pastors. We have a mutual understanding. You can open your heart and know
you’re not judged but understood—because
either they have dealt with it before, or they
are dealing with it.”

Blessings of Unity

Not only have the gatherings helped the pastors tap into the strength and unity among
them in Christ, but this like-mindedness has
trickled down to their congregations, said
Pastor Dominic Done of CC South Maui.

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity! It is like the precious oil … running down … the
beard of Aaron. … For there the
LORD commanded the blessing—
Psalm 133
life forevermore.

later accepted Christ. They were engaged
a few months later, and sought premarital
counseling from Pastor Ricky Ryan.

Pastor Steve Santos of CC Westside teaches from the Bible every Sunday along the ocean’s

“I believe the leaders of churches can be
united through meeting in such a way—in
prayer, worship, and accountability—that
it then flows down to the whole body. The
body of Christ at large can experience a
greater degree of unity,” said Dominic.
He added, “I think it’s not uncommon for
churches to experience rivalries and factions.
Many times, it’s a reflection of a lack of unity
amongst the leaders themselves. Our heart
as CC pastors is to be united … to hold
each other’s arms up, like Moses and Aaron
… and impact the body of Christ in Maui.”
The pastors shared that Maui has been
full of diversity and division since the mid1800s, when people from various countries were recruited to harvest sugar cane.
The division began when descendants of
European missionaries stopped sharing
the Gospel and started opening plantations.
Many exploited Hawaiian workers and
caused a distrust that has lingered among

some Hawaiians toward Caucasians, or haoles (pronounced how-lees).
The four pastors are also from diverse
backgrounds, and the Lord has used their
unique talents and experiences to share
Christ in Maui.

edge at Wahikuli Wayside Park in Lahaina.

I knew I had hurt my parents by my lifestyle, but I had never realized I could hurt
God.” Dropping his eyes from the verse, he
prayed to recommit his life to Christ that
night. He told his girlfriend, Kim—now his
wife—who at first thought he was crazy but

“He looked Kim in the eye and said, ‘I believe
one day, this guy is going to be a pastor.’
We started cracking up: ‘No way!’” Steve
recalled. “I just knew I could never be a pastor, but I did like to encourage people. Then
I found out that’s what a pastor does.”

As Steve and Kim grew in the Word, his burden grew for the lost souls still enmeshed in
the party scene on Maui’s west side. A bartender at an upscale hotel, Steve planned to
quit his job but was encouraged to seek the
Lord about how God might use him there.
Day after day, he shared the Gospel with the
wait staff, other employees of the hotel, and
with patrons of the restaurant/bar. Over the
years, several people accepted Christ.

And let us consider one another in
order to stir up love and good works
… exhorting one another, and so
much the more as you see the Day
Hebrews 10:24-25
approaching.

Steve said that working at the bar did not
stumble him in his walk; however, he added,
“I don’t recommend working at a bar as a
Christian; it’s just where God had me for
a season. I continually sought Him about
when I should leave.” Finally, after Steve

Lost in the Party Scene

A young Steve Santos left his Christian
home in California in 1981 to seek adventure among the waves and party life of
Maui. After falling in love, he realized he
wanted to have a Christian marriage like his
parents did. His parents had continued to
pray for him and send him Scripture verses.
He pulled out his rarely used Bible, flipped
it open, and his eyes fell on Ephesians 4:30,
which says, “And do not grieve the Holy
Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for
the day of redemption.”
He recalled, “When I saw the word ‘grieve,’
it hurt me because I realized I had hurt God.
Steve, center, explains Scripture to Steve Stiller, left, and Brad Hill,
right, after a midweek study at CC Westside’s building in Lahaina.
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Youth leader Russell Mau and Nicole Santos lead worship
at CC Westside’s weekly youth fellowship.
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Pastor Brad Hall of CC Central Maui,
right, prays for Jeff Silva.

One security guard, Robert Romero,
remembered Steve sharing the Gospel at the
hotel—with love, gentleness, and by example through his lifestyle. “It was impossible
to debate with Steve; he did everything in
love. After work, we would talk for hours in
the parking lot. … He always talked about
Jesus dying for us, that we need Him, that
He fills the void in our lives.” Robert, who
studied many religions, had heard much
about God but very little about having a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Robert
began reading the Bible Steve had given him.
Soon, he accepted Christ. “There’s only one
religion whose God is not dead: That’s Jesus
Christ. Buddha’s in the grave; Krishna and

Confucius are in the grave. But Jesus is living and active inside each believer’s heart. I
can feel Him.” Robert has been serving at
CC Westside for more than a decade.
Pastor Steve described the party mentality
on Maui: “So many people who come here
never grow up; the surfers are like the ‘lost
boys’ of Neverland. They believe life is a party
and then it’s over,” he explained. A common
Hawaiian credo is “Ainokea”—a humorous
slang term meaning “I don’t care.” He said,
“It’s everywhere. People have that plastered
on their trucks. … There’s a real apathy here.
Another expression is, ‘Eat, drink, and be
Maui.’” But, he added, “There’s hope for
them all because Jesus loves them all.”

trees near the water. “What a great natural
amphitheater,” he thought. The Lord began
to speak to his heart about teaching the
Word. Since then, he has taught the Bible in
that spot every Sunday. Thousands of tourists have also come over the past 15 years—
many accepting Christ or rededicating their
lives. Often, lingering passersby eventually
join the fellowship. CC Westside plans to
build an indoor facility next year while still
meeting at the beach as an outreach.

A ‘Spiritual Melting Pot’

Brad and Christy Hall moved to Maui in
September 1998, starting a home Bible
study that has grown into CC Central
Maui. Pastor Brad recalled God’s clear calling: “We knew we needed to be committed
to the people, consistent in sound teaching
of the Word, and walking with God in our
everyday lifestyle.”

One day in 1991, Steve was sitting on the
shore and noticed a shaded, grassy grove of

He added: “Generally speaking, the spiritual tone of Maui—and probably all the
islands—is a spiritual melting pot: Eastern
religions, pseudo-Christian cults, pagan
doctrines, New Age philosophy. And many
throw in Jesus just to make sure they’ve got
all their bases covered.”

Maui, Hawaii

prayed one night: “Lord, turn my life upside
down,” the bar closed down, and Steve had
his answer.

Skewed “Christian” doctrines have also
invaded the religious landscape. Brad said,
“Local people are very expressive, they love to
worship the Lord openly. A lot of churches
have taken advantage of that by promoting
emotional or experience-driven doctrines.”
Many churches teach that personal prosperity or emotional experiences are essential
in the Christian life. “But at some point,
people begin to realize that is a surface
Christianity—that they have no anchor of
hope, and something is lacking.”
The Lord has brought many to the church
who, through growing in God’s Word, have
discovered freedom, truth, and grace.

A rainbow arches over the surf at Hookipa Beach Park,
a popular spot for surfboarding and windsurﬁng.

In their community, unprecedented doors
have opened for CC Central Maui to provide a Bible study at a public junior high
school and to have a presence at the county
fair distributing Bibles and Gospel literature. Also, Pastor Brad shared, “God has led
us to Japan, Thailand, and Brazil to bring
the Good News with love and aloha from
Central Maui.”

Beyond the Island

Pastor Dominic Done began overseeing CC
South Maui five years ago after the founding pastor moved back to the mainland.
Dominic and his wife, Elyssa, also served
at CC ministries in other parts of the world
before coming to Maui. Believers at CC
South Maui have been ministering abroad
and at home.
“The Lord has given our church a heart for
practical ministry. … It’s been an exciting
journey,” said Dominic. “He has been working in our community. We’re watching Him
open doors of ministry—both here locally
and abroad.”

Karen Meade, left, and Jodi Hogin share a laugh at CC
Central Maui. Believers there view each other as family.
Raymond Tendo, left, Pastor Brad, center, and Jeff Silva, right, fellowship after the midweek Bible study. Raymond, a believer for 25 years,
taught from the pulpit when he visited CC Central Maui ﬁve years ago.
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Since early 2004, believers from CC South
Maui have ministered to the homeless at a
nearby Kihei beach on Monday and Friday
mornings. They distribute food, clothes,
and nearly 100 meals each week.

said he ﬁrst heard God’s Word
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Children hold signs during a worship song at a CC South Maui “Good News Club,” one
of three children’s Bible studies held weekly in local communities.

Another regular outreach involves believers from the church and students from the
CC Bible College South Maui—an extension campus of CCBC in Murrieta, CA.
Believers join Child Evangelism Fellowship
in ministering to children through three
“Good News Clubs”—sharing the Gospel
with children in three local communities.
CC South Maui, with nearly 400 people,
has also taken the Gospel overseas. “We just
got back from Nepal. We started a church
there in a village where they hadn’t heard
the Gospel before. There was no church
within hundreds of miles,” said Dominic.
“The first year we went, 50 people got saved
and asked for a church. This year we went
back and helped do that; a pastor is there
now.” Believers from CC South Maui have
also made trips to Thailand, Israel, India,
and Jordan.

belonged here.” He found that his Asian
background made a difference to some local
people, as if Rick understood them better and could be trusted more. “One local
Japanese guy, born and raised in Maui, said
that he and his brother were praying that a
Japanese man would come teach them the
Bible. They wanted someone who could
relate to them.” The man has now become
extremely involved in serving at the church.

Ed Zyas, who oversees the Hispanic
ministry at CC South Maui, serves
communion on Sunday morning.

“It’s great to see people growing, stepping up,
and serving,” said Rick. “There are many
locals who feel that God could never use
them. I tell them, ‘No; God can use anybody. Look at me; I’m nothing.’ It’s great to
see them discover how God can use them.”

Relating Through Heritage

Pastor Rick Nagura of CC Upcountry
was born in Southern California but has
a Japanese heritage. He accepted Christ at
CC Costa Mesa at age 14, grew in the Lord
there for a decade, and then served on staff
at CC Pacific Hills for 15 years before moving to Maui. Speaking of himself, his wife
Kristen, and their children, Rick said, “I feel
like Hawaii is our home—like we’ve always

Pastor Steve added, “I really believe we’re just
beginning to see what the Lord has planned
through Calvary Chapels on Maui, as He
has brought these other men to establish
churches based on God’s Word.”
Colorful sunsets are a common sight on Maui’s western shore.
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Pastor Dominic Done, CC South Maui

Believers worship at CC South Maui.
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Two mornings a week, CC South Maui’s beach ministry feeds a hot breakfast and
the Word of God to the area’s needy or homeless.

Ministry leader Jacob Macias of CC West Side
shares Scripture and prays before each meal.

Maui is the second-largest of the
Hawaiian Islands.

CCs in Hawaii
www.calvarychapel.com/churches

Pastor Rick Nagura, left, of CC Upcountry teaches a midweek Bible study in his home.
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