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and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”

CC Chino Hills junior & senior high school students share the Gospel according to the call of Acts 1:8
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At the Chino Skate Park, Jeff Manion, left, converses with some local youth who were
doubting God’s personal love for them.

Impassioned by the Great Commission, CC
Chino Hills’ youth ministry stepped out of the
pages of Scripture into the 21st century to be
witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the
uttermost parts of the earth.
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Las Vegas

Two teenage boys entered a coffee shop in
downtown Las Vegas to share their faith in
Christ. Pointing to two men in their 30s,
Lucas Heatherton, 13, said to his friend,
“They really need Jesus!” The teens mustered their courage to speak to the two older
men—at least by their standards of “old.”
They had already traveled several hours from
Calvary Chapel Chino Hills, CA, to stay in
Las Vegas for a week of mission outreaches.
For months, the teens’ youth pastors—Joey
Roper and Shadrach Means—had been preparing the boys for this exact moment.
“It’s pretty amazing to see kids who really
believe in something at your age,” one of
the men commented in disbelief. The teens
were armed with apologetic material, scriptural references, answers to their many questions, and a web site location to compare
Bible translations. After a short conversation, the men thanked the young missionaries and left.
The teens began speaking with another
stranger named Josiah. He had been searching for the truth in Islam and Buddhism
and asked many questions. This gave Lucas
the opportunity to elaborate on the prophecies Jesus fulfilled. This experience showed
Lucas how important it is to sharpen his
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Frank Francesco from CC Green Valley, NV, preaches to the passersby on the main strip in Las Vegas.

you; and you shall be witnesses to
Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the end of
the earth.”
Acts 1:8

Junior High Pastor Joey Roper, center, challenges a man, left, on the streets of Iguassu
Falls, Brazil, to follow Jesus wholeheartedly.
knowledge of the Word as one would
sharpen a sword.
“God will use you if you are willing,” Lucas
recalled from their Bible studies. Pastor
Joey had taught on the importance of being
faithful in the small things. The entire trip

had been a step of faith for Lucas; the exact
amount of funds needed for this trip had
been provided in an unusual way.

A Four-Part Calling
“But you shall receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon

CC Chino Hills’ youth program recently
embarked on a four-part mission to share
the Gospel as Jesus instructed in Acts 1:8—
in their hometowns, other nearby areas,
faraway places, and around the world.
They called their 8-month-long outreach
“Acts 1:8.”
Altogether, more than 170 teens participated in one or more parts of the outreach.
After sharing in their Southern California
hometown, some teens traveled to nearby

Rosarito, Mexico, several hours to Las Vegas,
NV, or all the way to southern Brazil.

the third evening, they witnessed 89 commitments to the Lord.

We are hard-pressed on every side,
yet not crushed; we are perplexed,
but not in despair. 2 Corinthians 4:8

Some groups were eager to share what God
had done while others came back discouraged. The teens took turns praying and
encouraging one another. One of the most
exciting things the pastors discovered was
that the teams were able to go right into the
shopping malls to witness as long as they
were not passing out any materials.

Starting at Home: Chino Hills

The four-part Gospel journey began at
home with nearly 100 teens. At the beginning of 2007, groups of three to five teens
and an adult went out into their home turf
in Chino Hills, CA, with the message of
hope. Despite the teens’ initial awkwardness, 29 people accepted the Lord on the
first night. Excitement grew as 82 people
came to Christ on the second evening. On

Going Farther: Rosarito, Mexico

Dressing up as a clown during the trip
to nearby Mexico, 14-year-old Amanda
Sheehan made balloons for children while
nearly 30 other team members distributed Gospel bracelets and shared Christ. A
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For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of
God to salvation for everyone who
believes.
Romans 1:16a
Amanda confessed that she had been frightened about going to Mexico, a place where
she would experience a totally different culture and lifestyle. Her perspective changed
as the trip progressed flawlessly, and her
fears were vanquished.
“Wow, God, that is so rad!” Amanda
exclaimed to her translator as a ray of sunlight burst through the clouds right after
Alberto and Francisco prayed with them to
accept Christ.
Teenager Lauren Conrad, 16, had joined the
youth group just prior to the initial outreach
in Chino Hills. The youth leaders noticed
that she began slipping into peer-pressured
behavior prior to the Mexico trip and gently confronted her. In Mexico, the leaders
watched as she went from being timid to
being a bold witness for Christ.

“My parents are really stoked,”
Lauren confided. “They are
amazed by what God is doing
in my life.” She noted that her
involvement with the youth
program at CC Chino Hills
had been the catalyst for her
developing a close, personal
relationship with Christ.
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home-schooled eighth-grader, Amanda said,
“Sometimes you hear about these huge mission trips … but for me it’s just been talking to a lot of people.” When she and others
on the team experienced fear about sharing,
people kept reminding her of Romans 1:16.

Going Still Farther:
Las Vegas, NV

Pastor Shadrach Means, left, and Pastor Tim Rogers of
Amidst the bright lights and
Calvary Foz, Brazil, pray for a homeless man’s healing.
crowded streets of Las Vegas,
nearly 40 spiritually prepared
teenagers (including Lucas and his friend)
you shall be free indeed” (John 8:36b). She
sought out divine appointments—opporturelated that truth to the blond, fair-skinned
nities to share the Gospel with nonbelievers.
woman named Judy.
They approached individuals and groups
Tears streaming down her face, Judy prayed
from all over the world who were visiting
for salvation with Danielle. The lady had
Las Vegas. In a transient town where people
lost both of her parents and recently had
are searching for quick riches, teens shared
become homeless. The hope of eternal life
about the only lasting treasure: salvation
gave her the anticipation of seeing her loved
through faith in Jesus Christ.
ones again. Judy left with a changed heart
and
a thankful attitude.
He who does not love does not know

God, for God is love.

1 John 4:8

At a water show, 18-year-old Danielle Holt
shared with a lady in her 40s from 1 John
4:8 about God’s love. Behind them, dramatic
fountains danced to music about freedom;
Danielle remembered reading in her Bible
that morning, “If the Son makes you free,

“It was like God directly pointed out that person,” recalled Danielle. Normally, Danielle
finds it difficult to approach strangers. She
advised others, “Rely on the Lord in everything. He can get you through whatever
challenges you.”

Going to the Uttermost Parts
of the Earth: Brazil

During the trip to Brazil, the Lord opened
an unprecedented door for the team of 28
teens to share the Gospel with an entire
school for deaf teenagers.

You are of God, little children, and
have overcome them, because He
who is in you is greater than he
who is in the world.
1 John 4:4
“Hi, my name is Danielle, and this is my
friend Natalie. We are from California. We
have come to share with you about the love
of Jesus Christ and how He came so you can
have an abundant life through Him,” said
high school senior Danielle Holt. She and
sophomore Natalie Howard stood in front
of a classroom of teenagers at a Brazilian
school for the deaf.
In Brazil, eighth-grader Garret Radford, center, shares the Gospel with teens through his translator, Rafael, left.
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Team members use their sign-language skills to communicate with deaf students whom
they met in Brazil. They were then invited to share their faith at the students’ school.
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the school’s principal who was intrigued by
their message.

A Lasting Impact

Back home, parents have been impacted.
“Watching their kids’ exuberance to share the
Gospel has encouraged the adults’ daily witness for Christ,” added Pastor Joey. “It has
radically challenged our own church members’ faith.”
Pastor Shadrach added, “We will always do
mission trips as we are led by the Lord. More
importantly, though, we want the youth to
be a light where they live. They may not end
up full-time out in the mission field—like
Brazil or Europe—but they are still in a mission field where they work or go to school.”
Amanda Sheehan added: “There is something about a mission trip that sets you on
fire for Jesus. It helps you to completely fall
in love with Him again.”

Jessica Witten, Lucas Heatherton, center,
and David Ax share in Las Vegas.
Danielle had tried using her ability in sign
language but quickly realized that it did not
translate. So she spoke in English—which
was translated into Portuguese, Brazil’s
national language, and then signed to the
deaf students by the teacher. Pupils smiled—
they were open to hear what the students
had to say. It was a rare occurrence to have
foreign students visit their school—much
less students with such a bold message.
Earlier that day, Danielle and Natalie
had walked with other team members to
a Brazilian high school. On the way, they
noticed teens signing and stopped to try
to communicate. Moments before, eighthgrader Amanda Sheehan had also stopped
and said to the deaf students in sign language, “Hello, my name is Amanda, and
I just want to let you know that Jesus
loves you.”
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Pastor Juan Flores of Horizon CF Rosarito, Mexico, prays for a local woman.
The Brazilian teenagers were intrigued that
two different groups of American teens had
stopped to speak with them in a short interval. They invited the team to accompany
them to their school. High School Pastor
Shadrach, knowing that opportunities like
this are rare, encouraged them to accept the
invitation. After sharing in each class, they
had a lengthy opportunity to speak with
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