Young Christians journey to Vajta, Hungary, to receive

A VISION FOR LIFE

Hungarian-born Balázs Stanzel leads the residents of the home for the disabled as they
pray. Balázs pastors CC Pécs and is a 2006 graduate of CC Bible College Europe.

And the things that you have heard from me among
many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who
will be able to teach others also.
2 Timothy 2:2
Story and photos by Tom Price

Jason Vander Burgh, left, who
directs A Vision For Life ministry,
gets a hug from a resident at the
home for the disabled.

Tommy Wilkinson was visiting an adult
home for the disabled with other students and staff from CC Bible College
Europe located in Hungary. The teenager
hoped that the Lord would help him step
out of his comfort zone to share Christ.
To his surprise, God provided Viktor, a
resident with Down syndrome, who welcomed Tommy and quickly grew fond
of the young American—following him
wherever he went. Tommy, who grew up
attending CC Fort Lauderdale, FL, commented on the day.
“At home, my best friend’s sister has Down syndrome,
and I love spending time with her,” said Tommy. “I was
very comfortable hanging out with Viktor and showing him the same love that Christ has shown me.”

A Vision For Life (AVFL) is held every summer at the Calvary Chapel Bible College
Europe campus, a historic property that lies two hours south of Budapest, Hungary.
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Tommy Wilkinson, center, a high school student
AVFL, a six-week discipleship program at the

from CC Fort Lauderdale, dances with Viktor, a resident at a home for the disabled. The students were participating in an outreach with
CC Bible College Europe in Vajta, Hungary.
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The students told the residents about accepting Jesus as their Savior. All the patients
were eager—bowing their heads and putting their hands together in prayer. After the
prayer, the students began playing worship
songs with their guitars. Viktor laughed
with joy as Tommy playfully danced with
him around the room, despite the cast on
Tommy’s ankle.
Tommy was among 3 British and 15
American Christians who had traveled to
the Bible College in Vajta, Hungary, last
summer to participate in a hands-on discipleship program called “A Vision For Life”
(AVFL). The visit to the disabled ward was
one of many outreaches and trips included
in the program’s curriculum.
The program is geared to help teenagers
and young adults discern God’s direction for
their lives. Starting its fifth year this upcoming summer, AVFL blends weekday Bible
College curriculum with practical ministry
and weekend mission trips to different CC
church plants in Eastern Europe. Outreaches
are done under leadership supervision. The
six-week program begins in late June and
continues through early August at the Bible
College campus. More than 100 teenagers
from around the world have participated in
the program over the past four years. Many
teens say going through the course has
strengthened their faith in Christ, and they
now hope to attend Bible College.

Maxine Haher had come to Vajta from
CF Docklands in England. She was frightened at first when visiting the home for the
disabled. “I prayed that I could view the
patients through God’s eyes. They deserve to
hear the Gospel just like everyone else.” She
was impacted so much that she returned two
days later with another group of visitors. At

“I prayed that I could
view the patients through
God’s eyes. They deserve
to hear the Gospel just
like everyone else.”
Maxine Haher
the end of the six-week experience, she testified how God had changed her perspective.
“I had contemplated going to Bible College
before,” Maxine said. “Now I am certain
I want to attend after participating in the
Vision For Life program.” She felt that the
time at Vajta had ignited her faith. “I truly
understand now that God loves me and has
not only forgiven my sins but forgotten
them,” Maxine added.

For Tommy Wilkinson, a rising junior
at Calvary Christian Academy in Fort
Lauderdale, it was a chance to get closer to
God and spend the summer doing something worthwhile.
“[AVFL] has helped me find out who I am
personally in Christ and discover God on
my own,” said Tommy. The Florida native
did not let a broken ankle suffered on a field
trip to the capital city of Budapest get in the
way as he easily kept up with the group on
crutches and even participated in the games.
The students also traveled to Vienna,
Austria, and several Hungarian towns to do
outreaches. In previous years, the program
conducted outreaches in Romania, Croatia,
and Serbia.
During the week, students take turns participating in morning devotions and leading
worship. Bible College instructors teach different classes while the late afternoons are
free for the pool or personal study. Most evenings, students attend one of the many conference teachings which the Bible College
hosts. The weekends are reserved for outreaches in different cities and countries.
Jason Vander Burgh is director of the AVFL
program. He said, “The program gives students, mostly from ages 15-25, a chance to
understand God’s plan for their lives. Our
goal is to give these young Christians the

Bible College instructor Jeremy Foster, standing in background, watches as student Brandon Powell writes his answer on the board.
Brandon was participating in Jeremy’s class on “How to Study the Bible.”
foundation to live a godly, Christ-centered
life.” The students are taught how to evangelize, do outreach, and serve practically in
ministry—encouraged to serve the Lord
wherever they go.
Jason continued, “The more you know God,
the easier it is to trust Him. We encourage
students to develop an intimate relationship
with the Lord. When you trust the Lord
with all your heart and you don’t lean on
your own understanding, you will be able to
discern where God is directing your path.”

Trust in the LORD with all your
heart, and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways
acknowledge Him, and He shall
Proverbs 3:5-6
direct your paths.
Students spend each weekday morning in
devotions and studies. Above, they listen
to a teaching on the Book of Philippians.
AVFL students practice hand gestures for songs they will use while performing skits during outreaches in Eastern Europe.
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Jason Vander Burgh is the director of
AVFL. He had served as a missionary at
CC Kaposvár with current Bible College
director Phil Metzger.

Cheri Mascitelli, from CC Fort Lauderdale,
said she has grown in both her prayer life
and her relationship with Christ. “Jason has
been very encouraging as our leader, and his
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“Our lives have been dramatically changed
and fulfilled since truly walking with Jesus,”
shared Patrick. “But the most important
reason to accept Christ as your Savior is to
have the assurance that you will spend eternity in heaven.” Ákos had been reading the
Bible given to him by the long-term missionaries. He was confused by the concept
of the Trinity—the mystery of God being
Three in One.
Jason shared, “The Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit are three separate Persons but are One
at the same time. You have to accept Jesus
to be filled with the Holy Spirit in order to
draw close to God.”

AVFL students give Judah Metzger a toss
into the pool. The six-year-old is the son
of Phil and Joy Metzger.
studies have been great—as have [those of ]
the other teachers here.”
Being around so many like-minded Christian
young people was a new experience for
Courtney Trowbridge of Roseville, CA. She
explained, “Even though everyone comes
from different backgrounds, it has been very
heartening to spend time with other young
people whose desire is to get to know the
Lord better.”
Carissa Udell of CC Pomona Valley, CA,
added, “During the past six weeks, the Lord
has slowly built me up into a woman after
God’s own heart, seeking Him first with my
foundation on the Rock—not on sand like
before.” Carissa felt that the strong encouragement toward prayer has helped her build
a personal relationship with God.
Midway through the program, the group
participated in a teen outreach that other
American missionaries host in Sturovo,
Slovakia. Students played games and shared
the Gospel with the Slovakian youth.
Patrick Hallman and Jason Williams had
an opportunity to share their testimonies with two 15-year-old Slovakian teens.
Ádám and Ákos questioned if God was real.
Through a translator, the two Americans
shared their faith. Jason prayed silently as
Patrick spoke first.
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Ádám admitted that he was more interested
in material things than in God. Jason spoke
about the emptiness of people who possess
many things but lack any sustaining happiness. Ádám walked away disgruntled while
Ákos stayed and continued to ask questions.
Before the event ended, the two Americans
laid their hands on Ákos and prayed that
the Lord would reveal Himself to the
young teen.
When it was time for Ákos to leave, he
noticed a tattoo on Jason’s wrist that read,
“Psalm 17:5”—which Jason acquired after
giving his life to the Lord six years ago at
CC Old Bridge, NJ.

Uphold my steps in Your paths, that
my footsteps may not slip. Psalm 17:5
The AVFL program helped Patrick understand that God would reveal things to him
about his life as long as he was seeking to
hear God’s voice. “This is one chapter in my
life that will definitely stick with me forever,”
added Patrick. His father, Tom Hallman,
pastors CC Williamsburg, VA.
Brandon Powell—whose father pastors CC
Virginia Beach, VA—said, “God has changed
my attitude: I understand clearer the sacrifice Jesus made by humbling Himself and
going to the cross. I need to learn how to
serve the Lord the way He desires.”
Lindsey Miller felt that the Lord had
stretched her faith while encouraging her
to rely completely on Him. The teenager
from CC Santa Maria, CA, commented,
“Through our classes, outreaches, and fellowship with other believers around the world, I

AVFL students join in a time of praise and

worship during a conference for the Calvary Chapel churches in southern Hungary at the Bible College in Vajta.

“Our lives have been dramatically
changed and fulﬁlled since truly
walking with Jesus. But the most
important reason to accept Christ as
your Savior is to have the assurance
that you will spend eternity in heaven.”

can honestly say that God has shown me a
vision for my life.”

This also comes from the LORD of
hosts, Who is wonderful in counsel
and excellent in guidance.
Isaiah 28:29
AVFL course curriculum includes classes
on the life of Jesus, How to Study the
Bible, Practical Evangelism, Life of the
Early Church, Ephesians, Philippians,
Men’s and Women’s Studies, and Endtimes Prophecy.
An AVFL team prays before departing for a weekend mission
trip to Esztergom, a town in northern Hungary.

Patrick Hallman
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AVFL students Patrick Hallman, left, and Jason Williams share through a translator their faith with Ákos and Ádám, two Slovakian
teens. The rest of the team, in the background, participated in games that transcended the language barrier.

Calvary Chapel Bible College Europe is
located in Vajta, Hungary.

CC Bible College Europe

www.ccbce.com
ccbce@calvarychapel.com
U.S. 714-716-8143 ext. 505
Int’l 011-36-25-229-252
Jason, left, and Patrick, right, lay hands on Ákos and pray that the Lord would reveal
Himself to the young Slovakian. Ákos had many questions for the students from America.

An Invitation to Youth Pastors
Pastor Phil Metzger, director of CC Bible College Europe in Vajta, Hungary, invites youth pastors to bring
teenagers who want to grow in Christ. “Invest in the next generation by leading a team to Vajta from your
youth group,” encouraged Phil. “A Vision For Life (AVFL) program will help them grow in their relationship and walk with the Lord.” Both Phil and Jason Vander Burgh, AVFL’s director, were in the high school
ministry at CC Costa Mesa, CA, and understand the impact that AVFL can have on young adults.
Pastor Phil Metzger
directs CCBCE.
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A “Summer of Service” program is also offered at the Bible College in Hungary. It includes practical ministry—housekeeping, grounds work, dishwashing, food preparation, serving at conferences—and other
ministry services.

