New Church Planted in

Quake-Stricken City
A little girl claps to Bible songs during
an outreach to Peru’s Pisco district.

The city of Pisco and the town of San Andres
are close neighbors within the Pisco district.
The August quake killed more than 500 people—nearly 430 of them in the Pisco district
alone. Nearly 160 miles from Pisco, the capital city of Lima had also felt the quake. The
following day, believers from CC Lima traveled to the Pisco district and began ministering regularly to survivors—bringing food,
helping clear debris, and sharing the Gospel.
Among the CC Lima believers were Pastor
Marco Laura and his wife Monique, who
had been sent out earlier by CC Downey,
CA, to plant a church in Cuzco, as Marco
is originally from Peru. They were serving at
CC Lima when the earthquake hit. In midNovember, a small team from CC Downey
came to offer medical relief in Pisco and
San Andres. Sensing God’s leading, Marco
instead started a fellowship in San Andres
in December.

Sharing Prayer and
the Gospel

A Peruvian woman approached the believers as they were sharing the Gospel in Pisco
last January and asked them to pray for her
ailing father. Pastor Marco and his brother
Fred Mejia went with three men from CC
Downey, CA, to the sickly man’s home.
Tarps had been attached to the home’s broken walls.
Stepping inside, they found the old man
hunched over a table taking laborious
breaths. The physician’s assistant in the
team ascertained that the man, Pedro, had
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Calvary Chapel believers from California and Peru recently ministered in
the area hardest hit by a major earthquake in Peru that made international
headlines last August. A new CC church plant is flourishing there.
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Viviana Roque of CC Lima plays with children in Pisco. Later, CC
believers led a Gospel outreach on the colorful stage.

a severe lung problem. The believers began
talking to Pedro about Jesus.
Pedro replied that his other daughter, a
Jehovah’s Witness, had already told him
about Jesus. “No; this is very different,” Fred
said in Spanish. Keeping a respectful tone,
Fred explained that Jesus Christ is God, and
that a person may have eternal life through
Him alone.

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the
truth, and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through Me.”
John 14:6
Pedro listened intently, along with the rest of
his family. The men asked if they could pray
for Pedro. He nodded. Anointing him with
oil, the five men prayed for his healing. Fred
prayed in Spanish so Pedro could understand. Pedro prayed to accept Christ as his
Savior. When they said “Amen,” Pedro lifted
his head, his countenance changed. “When
he accepted the Lord, he rose up, his breathing was easier, and you could see the relief
on his face,” said team member Glen Banks.
“How mighty is our God!”

Ministering to a
Mourning City

In January, 20 believers from CC Downey
returned to Pisco for a week-long medical
and evangelistic outreach. They found many
people still hurting emotionally and physically. Even children had tough questions for
the missionaries.

A believer from CC Lima, Betty Fernandez,

right, talks to young ladies about Jesus outside in the main park in San Andres, Pisco. A new Calvary fellowship has been planted there.
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After the medical outreach, nearly 100
more believers from CC Lima and CCBC
Peru joined the California team in sharing
the Gospel in San Andres and the city of
Pisco for two days. Believers visited Pisco’s
main plaza and several neighborhoods in
Pisco and San Andres. Nearly 300 people
attended a two-night crusade in a main
square in San Andres; many responded to
the Gospel message.
An assisting pastor at CC Downey, Jose Lopez and his sister, Becky Lopez, share Christian
music in Spanish at the main park in Pisco during the ﬁrst day of the outreach.

But many survivors seemed uplifted during
the outreach. “They were encouraged that
we came back. We ministered to almost the
entire population of San Andres,” said Mark
Maciel, missions pastor of CC Downey. “We
fed everyone, brought doctors. I met with
the mayor and got his approval. We wanted
to minister to both the physical and spiritual
needs of the people in Pisco.” For the first
four days, the Downey team provided medical care for approximately 100 people per

Better Than Medicine

A believer from CC Costa Mesa, CA, Dr.
Fee Kyan related that a diabetic man had
come to the medical clinic saying that he
had no appetite. Dr. Kyan asked why, and
the man replied that his wife said she was
going to leave him because he was sickly
and poor. He ended with a sad whimper, “I
have nothing.”
The doctor hesitated: He could tell the man
was about to give up. Suddenly, his translator—Milagro Aguirre of CC Lima—said
with a beaming smile, “You need Jesus. He
knows what you are going through—this is

Peru

why He came. He is here to help you—He
can!” The man listened, his tears drying on
his cheeks. She shared promises from God’s
Word, then she and the doctor prayed for
the man. He seemed encouraged. Dr. Kyan
said later that the man had needed the hope
of Christ, not medicine.

The Only Way

Becky Lopez of CC Downey spent many
hours with children. Three young people—
Patrick, Cesar, and Thalia—grew comfortable enough to engage in honest discussion.
Becky asked what they thought after watching some Christian films.

“It’s really nice of you to come, and we appreciate it,” said 11-year-old Cesar, “but after
you leave, everything will go back to the way
it was.”
“Why do you say that?” Becky asked. She
could tell that the boy was simply being
honest, not disrespectful.
“Nobody here wants to change. That’s how
people in San Andres are,” Cesar said. “You
see that little boy over there? As soon as
you leave, he’ll go back to using bad words.”
Then he asked what the difference was
between Becky’s faith and so many other
religions they had heard.
Becky was surprised at their somberness but
thankful for their honesty. “I know you’ve
heard about a lot of different religions,” she
said. “All we want you to know is that Jesus
loves you, and He is our hope.” She continued, “You don’t have to go back to your old
way of living. You can change.” He asked
her how. She replied, “Even though you are
young, you can make a difference in your
town. … But you must have Christ dwelling
in you.”

With translator Milagro Aguirre of CC Lima, Dr. Fee Kyan of CC Costa Mesa treats a
little girl at a building that now serves as the new Calvary Chapel fellowship in Pisco.

Dutifully, Thalia said Jesus rose on the third
day. Becky asked, “Did you pray to ask Him
to forgive you and to accept Him as your
Savior?” Thalia said she had not. So Becky
led her in a prayer asking God to forgive
Thalia of her sins, professing faith in Christ’s
death and resurrection, and accepting Jesus
as Lord and Savior.
“I didn’t know if she understood, if she
meant it,” Becky said afterward. “But later
I was talking to Monique [Pastor Marco’s
wife], who said that Thalia has been coming
to church and wanted me to know.” Becky
Glen Banks, an EMT and ﬁre captain
from CC Downey, takes blood pressure in
an initial evaluation of a patient in Pisco.
reflected, “We can’t underestimate what God
will do, even in a child’s life.” CC Downey is
sending another team in July.

“Behold, I stand at the door and
knock. If anyone hears My voice
and opens the door, I will come in
to him and dine with him, and he
Revelation 3:20
with Me.”

Above, Joel Gomez of CC Downey shares
the Gospel with a man in Pisco. His shirt
says in Spanish, “Pisco, Jesus loves you.”
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Holding his guitar, Aron Diaz of CC Lima shares Christ with young boys in Pisco’s main
park during the outreach.

Thalia, a 10-year-old with dimples and short
brown hair, had listened quietly. On her last
day there, Becky asked Thalia, “Do you
understand why Jesus died for you on the
cross?” Thalia nodded. Becky added, “Do
you know what happened after He died?”
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day in a fisherman’s building. That building
is now the site of the new Calvary fellowship—Capilla Cristiana de Pisco (Christian
Chapel of Pisco)—with nearly 30 adults and
40 children. Several survivors have come
to know Christ as Savior, many rejoicing
in their new hope despite the loss of their
earthly homes.

Capilla Cristiana de Pisco

www.marcoandmonique.blogspot.com
marcolaura180@gmail.com

A severe earthquake hit central Peru in
August of 2007. The Pisco district, near
the coast, suffered the highest number of
earthquake casualties in the country.

CC Downey, CA
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