Building
New Orleans, a major port city and the largest
city in Louisiana, was chosen for rebuilding
since it was devastated by Hurricane Katrina.
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Ty Pennington, a star on Extreme Makeover, is ﬁlmed
for a segment of the TV show that aired in May.

Calvary Chapel believers from three states helped rebuild the New Orleans church with ABC’s Extreme Makeover: Home Edition in less
guide a wall into place during the build in March. The original church was severely damaged during Hurricane Katrina in 2005.
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than a week. Here, believers

David Bohler, a Christian and senior project manager on the Extreme Makeover show,
had served at the Calvary Chapel relief
site in Bay St. Louis, MS, six months after
Katrina. In February, he called his brother
Tim Bohler—who attends CC Upland, CA,
and runs the family construction business—to enlist CC volunteers. “I told him
it would be great if we could put together a
team like the ones that went to Mississippi
… because we were able to do so much there,”
David recalled. Less than a month later, Tim
brought 20 people from his fellowship; 10
more believers from other CCs came by
plane or car to help.

Ty, left, shares highlights of the construction of Noah’s Ark Missionary Baptist Church
with Pastor Willie Walker and his family during ﬁlming for the show.
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New Orleans

New Orleans:

Thirty Calvary Chapel believers helped build a church and a home
in New Orleans with the popular ABC TV show, Extreme Makeover:
Home Edition, in March. Their involvement was due in part to the
dedication shown by CC volunteers who helped repair homes in
the Gulf Coast after Hurricane Katrina.

Samantha ventured, “Hans, do you believe
that? What does it mean to you?”
Surprised, Hans asked, “What does it mean
to you?”
“I believe in every single word of this statement of faith,” she said. “And I try to live by
it as well.”
For the next several minutes, the 30-yearold artist quizzed Samantha about her lifestyle and beliefs, asking whether she drank
or partied. When she said she did not, he
was intrigued: “Are you serious?”

Trying to be gentle, she asked, “Hans, when
you’re doing those things—deep down, don’t
you feel that they are wrong?”
Hans considered her question, then agreed.
A few moments later he asked about her
faith in the Lord.
“I believe God wants to have an intimate
relationship with you. He wants you to know
Him,” Samantha explained. “It’s not about
rituals or things you have to do. It’s literally
getting to know the One who created you.”

Hans replied, “How do you know that God
wants us to know Him?”
She said, “It’s in the Bible. It talks about
how Jesus died on the cross—to rebuild the
bridge after sin separated man from God.
Before He came, our sins separated us from
God. But if anyone believes in Christ, then
they can know God.” Work prevented further discussion.
The next day, Hans asked her to help him
again. She sensed that he wanted to ask her
more questions. As they painted a castle in a
child’s room, he mentioned how strange her
lifestyle was to him. She said, “In God’s eyes,
those things aren’t weird. They sound foreign … because people have accepted things
that aren’t holy as being normal.”
He said that he was basically a good person,
listing examples of good deeds he had done.
After listening quietly, Samantha said, “I
understand what you’re saying, but the Bible
says that none of us are good enough to pay
for our own sins.” She cited a portion of
Romans 3:23: “all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God” and then explained,
“the wages of sin is death, but the gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”
(Romans 6:23). She added, “Even Mother
Teresa, with all of her good deeds, could not
erase her sin. She needed Jesus too.”

Justin Grasmick, center, a pastor from CC
Upland, is ﬁlmed installing a church railing.

“I saw people working
side by side with the
builders talking and
sharing—not preaching
but sharing. … When [they]
said that they had paid
their own way to come
help, it spoke volumes.”

Hans seemed to consider her answer but did
not want to accept Christ that day. An email
he sent her a month later showed he was still

Tim Bohler, CC Upland, CA

Believers were thanked for their hard work and for helping
wherever there was a need.
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Samantha Flores, 22, of CC Upland, shares her faith with muralist Hans de
with Samantha’s pure lifestyle and asked her many questions about God

Castellane as they paint the church’s mission statement. Hans, an unbeliever, was impressed
and her faith in Christ.

Scott Crawford, left, of Committed Relief
out of CC La Habra, CA, and Tim Bohler
of CC Upland, CA, helped coordinate
Calvary Chapel volunteers for the build.
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Making a Statement
Amidst the frenetic buzz of construction, 22-year-old Samantha Flores of CC
Upland was sweating under her hardhat
as she worked side-by-side with muralist
Hans de Castellane of Harwich, MA. They
were painting a wall mural for Noah’s Ark
Missionary Baptist Church; the church in
the Lower Garden District of New Orleans
had to be totally rebuilt after Hurricane
Katrina. Today, Hans paused to re-read the
paper that held the church’s statement of
faith, part of which said the church was “a
Bible-based place of refuge actively seeking
to win souls.”

The men and women put in 16- or 20-hour
days in chilly, humid, or rainy weather. Tim
recalled: “I saw people working side by side
with the builders talking and sharing—not
preaching, but sharing. … When the volunteers said that they had paid their own way
to come help, it spoke volumes. Usually, the
volunteers are local people.”

John Raymond, left, a CC pastor in Slidell, LA, talks to Matthew Hebert who served 80
hours of community service during the build. He now attends John’s church.

David Bohler, center, is a full-time senior
show and a Christian; here he prays with CC

project manager on the Extreme Makeover
believers who he said were a good witness.
thinking about their conversation. She said,
“I pray God will bring someone else into his
life and that he will accept Christ.”

Sweat and Servanthood
That week, the Calvary Chapel volunteers
helped rebuild the church on South Saratoga
Street—the first church built by Extreme
Makeover. Then they spent their last day
helping finish up the Usea family home in
Westwego, LA.

Oftentimes, those in construction have
tough exteriors and are more impressed by
action than talk, explained Tim. He said,
“What matters is if they see you working it
and living it—something as simple as, if you
smack your thumb with a hammer, what
comes out of your mouth? Are you like the
other guy who swears, or are you walking
what you’re preaching?” He felt that, by the
power of God, the team was a good example
during the intense week.
Scott Crawford, who oversees Committed
Relief out of CC La Habra, CA, said, “I think
it’s neat that [the contractors] got to see people praying in public, unashamed to show
their faith. They seemed kind of amazed …
and respectful.” Scott recalled overhearing a
conversation between two of the contractors:
“One was swearing, and the other said, ‘Hey,
knock it off. This is a church,’” Scott added.
“I think there was a reverence because they

were working on a church, and they knew
we were Christians.”

Refreshing Examples
David, in his third season with Extreme
Makeover, shared: “For me personally, it was
very refreshing because on my crew there
aren’t too many people who believe in God.
I try to be an example for them—and I enjoy
that—but it was neat to see other believers being an example to my fellow workers.”
His wife, Jennifer, is a behind-the-scenes
designer for the show. David added, “I
noticed that, when the team had worship or
devotions, several guys stopped to watch or
listen for a while. That was definitely something out of the norm for our job sites.”
While the TV show often talks about making a difference in people’s lives by remodeling or rebuilding homes, David said, “I
think a lot of times they don’t realize … that
it’s God who actually put us there. It’s fun
for me to know I’m with this show because
God put me here.”

Shining the Light
Tim recalled one poignant experience with
the contractors. About midway through the
week, the CC believers held an informal
worship service in the food tent at dinnertime. Instead of clearing out, several of the
men stayed for the entire service, listening
to the worship and teaching.

Justin Grasmick, assistant pastor at CC
Upland, commented, “Though we viewed
it like a mission trip, it was different in
that we didn’t get to spend much time with
the people we were serving.” But the Lord
opened opportunities with the contractors
and volunteers. Justin and fellow believers
reached out to a volunteer who was an exdrug addict and professed to be a Christian.
Through the week, they encouraged him to
seek the Lord and prayed for him. Another
volunteer, Matthew Hebert, was invited to
the “build” by Pastor John Raymond of New
Horizon Christian Fellowship of Slidell, LA.
Matthew and his mother have been attending New Horizon ever since.

Patricia McNair of South Carolina joins CC believers in a time of worship in the food tent near the church in New Orleans. Patricia had
worked on an Extreme Makeover build in her hometown and was asked to join the team of volunteers in March.
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David and Tim, both experienced in construction, reported that the professional
contractors were impressed by the believers’ hard work, long days, and willingness to
do whatever was needed without complaint.
After the build was over, several contractors
thanked Tim for the volunteers’ dedication. “They said if we hadn’t been here, they

Pastor Steve Marquez of CC Fort Smith, AR, shares the Word during a late-evening Bible
study and worship time in the food tent. Several contractors stayed to listen.
9

New Orleans

weren’t sure they would have finished it,”
Tim recalled.

“It was such grueling work that we all needed
the power of the Holy Spirit in order to be
witnesses for Christ,” Steve recalled. “It was
hard for us to break away from our work—
there was so much to do. So some of us
stayed and kept working, to be a good witness.” Speaking of the professional construction workers who stayed in the back during
the gathering, Steve said, “I think the Lord
must have been working in their hearts, for

them to want to be there. … Several of them
seemed to be really listening.”
Steve recalled another conversation with
two contractors on the porch of the church.
They commented that a church could be a
new foundation for the community. “There’s
no better foundation than Jesus Christ,”
Steve said.

One of the contractors smiled, saying, “I just
knew you guys were Christians! Didn’t I tell
you?” The other man nodded.
Later, after the build was completed and
most of the volunteers were gone, Steve
and another believer had the rare opportunity to talk to the Usea family. “They were
blown away that people would come from

so far to help them. They asked why we
were doing this,” Steve recalled. “I said I was
a Christian, a pastor. … We talked a little
about the Lord.”

New Orleans

you; and you shall be witnesses to
Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the end of
the earth.”
Acts 1:8

The week-long build was completed on
March 14; the show, After the Storm: New
Orleans, aired on May 18.

“They were blown away that people would
come from so far to help them.”
Pastor Steve Marquez, CC Fort Smith, AR

Volunteers put up a new sign at Noah’s
Ark Missionary Baptist Church.
In the food tent, amidst the smells of propane heaters and sweaty bodies, Pastor Steve
Marquez of CC Fort Smith, AR, led the worship time. Then he shared what Jesus said in
the Book of Acts.

“But you shall receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon
Extreme Makeover cast members watch
the unveiling of the new church.

CC Relief Work Continues
Calvary Chapel has ongoing disaster relief
in the U.S. and abroad, including the
Parakletos ministry out of CC Costa Mesa
and Committed Relief out of CC La Habra
in Southern California. Another church, CC
Sarasota, FL, has a relief ministry overseen
by Curtis Hencye.
After Hurricane Katrina, Committed Relief
ran a disaster relief camp in Bay St. Louis for
one year. Hundreds of believers from CCs
worldwide have volunteered there. A Calvary
church plant is thriving. In New Orleans, CC
volunteers have also assisted with post-hurricane relief with CC New Orleans.

Committed Relief
Designer Michael Moloney, right, installs
a glass chandelier in the center of the
octagon-shaped church sanctuary.
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www.commitedrelief.org
committedrelief@mac.com
562-242-8361
Ty hugs Pastor Willie Walker after the unveiling of the new church. The Walker and Usea

families were sent on vacation to Walt Disney World during the week-long build.
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