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Japanese pastors journey to Cambodia to teach the Bible
and minister in areas unreached by the Good News of the Gospel.
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Over the past four years, Pastor Chizuo
Sakurai of Calvary Chapel Kokubunji, Japan,
has been traveling to Cambodia to share
the Word of God and encourage believers.
In March of 2008, he traveled with Pastor
Takaaki Anma from Committed Fellowship
Hamamatsu, Japan. This was Chizuo’s third
trip to teach the Bible in the town of Poipet,
Cambodia, which lies on the border with
Thailand. He spoke at a two-day Bible conference that drew 36 people from 18 villages.
Chizuo noted that about one-third of the
attendees did not own a Bible. Several people had never heard the Word of God. He
was encouraged, though, to see that many
who previously had been unfamiliar with
the Word during his first visit were now
acquainted with the Scriptures. Attendance
had grown since the last conference.

Chizuo Sakurai, right, teaches the
villagers during the conference.

In one lesson, Chizuo taught from the
Sermon on the Mount:

“Love your enemies, bless those
who curse you, do good to those
who hate you, and pray for those
who spitefully use you and perseMatthew 5:44b
cute you.”

Chizuo shares about forgiveness while
studying the “Sermon on the Mount,” a
difficult topic for new believers living
under persecution.

Attendees at a Bible conference in Poipet, Cambodia, are amused as they play a game
traveling to Cambodia with other Japanese CC pastors to teach the Word of God and
One of the women listening was astonished. Although she considered herself a
Christian, this was the first time she had
been impacted by this command from Jesus.
Having been persecuted for her faith in
her village, she now knew how to respond.
She would forgive them. Realizing that her
obedience could help her persecutors see
the Gospel in action, she desired to obey
Christ despite the difficulties. After Chizuo
finished teaching, she shared with him how
God had opened her eyes.
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Chizuo was challenged and encouraged by
the woman’s testimony. Later, the wife of a
Pentecostal pastor explained how the Word
of God had influenced her as Chizuo had
taught about the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
Suddenly she had realized that 1 Corinthians
13, which describes how believers are to love
one another, teaches that without love all
the gifts of the Spirit are useless.
Chizuo said, “My vision is to see the believers in the villages around Poipet growing
in the Word of God and in the Spirit.” He

during a break. Pastor Chizuo Sakurai of Calvary Chapel Kokubunji, Japan, has been
encourage believers in areas not previously reached with the Gospel message.
pointed out that most of the believers at the
conference in Poipet have come to faith in
Christ within the past three years. As many
hear Bible teaching for the first time they
are eager to embrace the truth.

Cambodia’s Spiritual Climate

The nation of Cambodia—slightly smaller
than Oklahoma—has a painful history of
war and submission to foreign governments.
The brutality of the four-year reign of the
communist Khmer Rouge forces in the 1970s
left deep scars on this society. An estimated

1 to 2 million Cambodians died from execution, forced hardships, or starvation in the
“killing fields” of the Khmer Rouge. After a
10-year occupation by Vietnam, Cambodia
faced civil wars until 1991. Though now a
democratic society, the people still struggle
for survival. Many from rural areas do not
have access to potable water. Other major
problems include AIDS, waterborne diseases like hepatitis A and typhoid fever, and
vector-borne diseases like the deadly dengue
fever, Japanese encephalitis, and malaria.

The gate to the “Kingdom of Cambodia”
is near the border of Thailand and
Cambodia, by the city of Poipet.
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Personal Testimony

Personal Testimony: Chizuo Sakurai
Story by Kathy Blecker

Chizuo shares with Chomno In, director
of Cambodia Hope Organization.   

So then faith comes by hearing,
and hearing by the word of God.
Romans 10:17

Pastors pray for villagers to be filled with and empowered by the Holy Spirit.
There is great physical and spiritual need in
Poipet, where most residents live in thatch
and mud huts. The Cambodian Hope
Organization (CHO) is a Christian humanitarian organization in Poipet, overseen by a
Cambodian Christian man named Chomno
In. CHO helps impoverished villagers with
vocational training, HIV/AIDS education
and home care, child sponsorship, child trafficking awareness, training in vegetable gardening, health care, and animal husbandry.
According to CHO, the local workforce consists mostly of day laborers. These workers
attempt to trade goods at the border where
they face widespread corruption, leading to
the negotiation of bribes. Working conditions are poor, and incomes are low.
Additionally, CHO noted that Poipet’s gambling industry has created a vile environment of massage parlors, nightclubs, and
widespread prostitution. Because gambling
is illegal in Thailand, the strip of casinos and
hotels is situated between the Cambodian
and Thai passport control stations, enabling
those traveling from Thailand to gamble
without having to pass through immigration.
Most supplies are imported from Thailand.
The casinos have helped create a terrible
environment for the Poipet area.
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But where sin abounded, grace
abounded much more. Romans 5:20b
Although 95 percent of Cambodia’s population is Buddhist, the love of Christ is penetrating hearts. Within the last two years,
18 fellowships have begun in the villages
around Poipet. Fifty to 100 people attend
each fellowship. Chomno noted that nearly
350 people have been baptized within the
past few years. A pastor associated with
CHO visits each of the 18 villages to disciple
the new believers.

First Contact

Four years ago, Pastor Lance Cook of CC
La Habra, CA, traveled to Thailand with
Chizuo and 10 other Calvary pastors to minister to tsunami survivors whose fishing villages had been destroyed by the storm. The
pastors also visited the neighboring country
of Cambodia to assess the needs and opportunities for ministry.
During this trip, the team of pastors met
Chomno In. With a like-minded desire to
see his fellow countrymen come to faith in
Christ, Chomno began partnering with the
CC pastors by inviting them to teach Bible
studies at CHO’s facility.

Lance oversees church plants in Japan. In
2005, he met with the Japanese pastors to
commission, equip, and encourage them
to organize mission efforts in Cambodia.
Having discipled these pastors over the
years, Lance believed it was now time for
them to unite and seek the Lord on how to
reach their Asian neighbors.
Chizuo has taken the lead, traveling nearly
3,000 miles each year to teach the Word
at the Bible conference hosted by CHO.
Chizuo spoke of Lance: “He’s always encouraging me to follow the vision the Holy Spirit
has given me.” Lance’s support has influenced Chizuo’s perspective on how he can,
in turn, support Chomno and the other
believers in Poipet. “Now it’s time for me to
learn how to express … love to believers in
a completely different culture. I just want to
be a representative of Christ in Poipet, not
imposing my own agenda, but sharing what
the Lord wants me to share. Our vision is
to come alongside the nationals and uphold
their vision given by God, and to make Him
known among the villagers around Poipet.
I am learning how to apply what I know:
freely you have received, so freely give,”
explained Chizuo.

CC Kokubunji, Japan

www.calvarykb.org
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011-042-329-4939

For I have not shunned to declare
to you the whole counsel of God.
Therefore take heed to yourselves
and to all the flock, among which
the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers, to shepherd the church
of God which He purchased with
Acts 20:27-28
His own blood.
Though he is now a Calvary Chapel pastor
in a Tokyo suburb, Chizuo Sakurai’s journey
to having a personal relationship with Jesus
Christ took many years. Even though he came
from a Christian family—a rarity in Japan,
where less than one percent of the country
is Christian—he stopped attending church at
age 13. While living in America a dozen years
later, Chizuo experienced the Lord’s presence
in a powerful way but still rejected God—a
pattern the future pastor would continue to
repeat after returning home.
One night Chizuo drove to Tokyo Bay,
unable to sleep. As he sat in his car, he considered driving into the chilly water to end
his life. Chizuo recounted, “I was kind of
waiting for insanity to possess my mind and
for me to kill myself. Yet, instead of lunacy, I
felt that God spoke to me in a gentle voice,
‘Give Me a chance.’”
Touched dramatically by the encounter, the
young man quit his job and began a 30-day
spiritual journey, seeking God in prayer. He
confessed his sins—all the wrong thoughts,
attitudes, and actions he could remember.
Afterwards, the Lord flooded him with joy
and peace.
Then Chizuo pleaded with the Lord for three
things, “Please give me a genuine church, a
pastor, and brothers and sisters in Christ.”
Chizuo began attending a church in
Tokyo where he met his future wife, Mari.
Although he was now part of a fellowship,
doubts and accusations began to consume
his thoughts. He couldn’t forget all of his
past sins and became so depressed that he
questioned his salvation. This time, as these
doubts came, Chizuo turned to the Word of
God to help him stand firm in the truth. He
found his defense against Satan’s accusations

in Romans 3:24, “… being justified freely by
His grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus.”
Chizuo held on to this verse for the next two
weeks, repeating it in his mind whenever
he experienced doubt or condemnation.
One day on a commuter train, the doubtful thoughts finally left him. Gratitude filled
his heart. “I had started to understand His
grace and His sacrifice for sinners like me,”
said Chizuo.
That same year—1990—two different
believers told Chizuo that he was called to
be a pastor. At first, he didn’t take it seriously. Then he remembered that, back in
1986, another believer had told him he was
called to work for God. Chizuo recalled, “I
just felt appreciation that the Lord had been
so patient to carry me on to where He wants
me to be. I was very sorry for my stubbornness and disobedience and so thankful
for His faithfulness.”

hold me together to
grow steadily and keep
me from falling apart
again. Only the Word
of God—the whole
counsel of God—could
do that.”

Pastor Chizuo

Upon returning home
Sakurai
from the conference,
Chizuo began to listen to and watch Pastor
Chuck teach through the Bible using audio
and video recordings. He finally began to
mature in his Christian walk.
Chizuo commented, “I am so grateful that
the Lord has answered my original prayer—
for a genuine church, a pastor, and brothers
and sisters in Christ.” Chizuo realized that
God had provided what he needed in order
to grow first in Christ as a believer and
eventually as a pastor.

“I am so grateful that the Lord
has answered my original prayer
—for a genuine church, a pastor,
and brothers and sisters in Christ.”

The following year,
Chizuo went to a conference in Tokyo. For
the first time he heard
the teaching of Pastor
Chuck Smith of CC
Costa Mesa. Chizuo
had no expectations
going into the conference; he had never
heard of Chuck Smith or Calvary Chapel. As
he listened to Pastor Chuck teach, however,
the comprehension of his misunderstanding began to sink down deep into his spirit.
Chizuo recalled, “I realized I had been missing the importance of the whole counsel of
God.” He wept over this revelation.
Prior to attending the conference, Chizuo
had read the Bible and believed it was God’s
inspired Word, but he didn’t understand
how all 66 books fit together to proclaim a
single, complete message. “God the Father
has given the entire Bible to His loved ones,
like me and other believers, in order to feed
us and to equip us for eternal life in Jesus
Christ,” reflected Chizuo.

He concluded, “I want to know more of Him,
to know His will and His truth—for me, for
others, and for His church—instead of trying to figure it all out on my own. The Lord
is indeed faithful, merciful, gracious, and
slow to anger.”

The Lord is gracious and full of
compassion, slow to anger and
great in mercy. The Lord is good
to all, and His tender mercies are
over all His works. All Your works
shall praise You, O Lord, and
Your saints shall bless You.
Psalm 145:8-10
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He added, “All the dramatic spiritual experiences were wonderful, but they couldn’t
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