Congregants freely worship God
during Sunday morning service.
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HEIDELBERG

Pastor Christian Kleinloh, center, brings
Lisa Bruder forward for prayer before
she leaves for a youth training program
in the U.S. Lisa has been active in the
church since it began in 2002.
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CC Heidelberg is located near the old part of the city by the Neckar River. The Heidelberg Castle, across the river, is a famous ruin

Pastor Christian Kleinloh called Lisa Bruder
to the front of the sanctuary to pray for her
overseas journey. The 18-year-old German
teenager fought back tears—she was leaving for a 6-month-long youth training program in Michigan and Texas to become better equipped for music ministry. Nurtured
spiritually throughout her teen years at
CC Heidelberg, she had handled ministry
responsibilities well. Lisa had played on the
worship team, served in children’s ministry,
and helped wherever needed.
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“It was certainly bittersweet,” said Lisa of the
emotional send-off. “All my memories growing up revolve around this church. But I am
excited to go and get a better understanding
of what the Lord has in store for me.” Pastor
Christian has witnessed Lisa maturing spiritually and becoming solidly grounded in
God’s Word. “Lisa’s life is a great picture of
the goal of this church’s ministry,” he said.
“She has been a great student of the Bible
and has grown through ministry challenges.”

In those same eight years, the church grew
from a living room into its current setting—
holding two Sunday services in a packed
sanctuary. Pastor Christian expressed this:
“Our goal is to raise up new believers, equip
them with the tools needed to serve, and
then allow them to use their gifts.” The
large number of volunteers serving in the
church’s variety of ministries demonstrates
the fulfillment of that goal. “Our vision is
not just about getting a particular ministry accomplished, but to grow people into
godly leaders,” added Christian.

which was completed around AD 1214.
He explained, “The heads of each ministry,
whether it is the lyric projecting team, homeless feeding ministry, children’s ministry, or
worship team are all encouraged to step out
in faith with their talents and minister as led
by the Lord.” Christian meets quarterly with
each leader to discuss difficult decisions.

Integrating New Believers

Michael Klamm, a young businessman, had
heard about CC Heidelberg from a friend.
He ventured a visit to a Sunday service and
was impressed by the strong emphasis on

The congregation sings worship songs in English and German. The bilingual church
draws many university students as well as American servicemen and their families.
The church’s goal is to raise up new believers and equip them to be godly leaders.
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the Bible rather than someone’s opinion.
Michael surrendered his life to Christ and
went through an intensive study for new
believers. Later, he was approached about
serving in the church.
“I was surprised when first asked where I
felt God was leading me to serve,” admitted Michael. “But then it made sense with
everything I had learned in the new believers’ class from the Book of Acts—the early
church was active in ministry together.” He
eventually joined the team that projects lyrics on the screen.

PastorChristian’s wife (in yellow) shares with a friend at the coffee bar, a favorite
location for fellowship. Stella, the unofficial coffee bar mascot, rests while her
owner has worship practice.

Michael was drawn to the lyric projection
team because of the challenges it experiences coordinating two languages. “It is a
bilingual church,” explained Michael. “Some
songs are just in German, while others
switch to English. Even Pastor Christian
teaches in English and different translators from within the body translate into
German.” Students from Heidelberg’s many
universities, who are required to be fluent
in English, are often attracted to the church
because of its youthfulness, community participation, and bilingual nature. Christian
added, “Though our staff is German, we
have American servicemen at our church.
Teaching in English just seemed natural,
and I am comfortable in either language.”

The Kleinlohs

Christian grew up in a bilingual home—a
German father and an English mother. He
grew in his relationship with the Lord at
CC Siegen in Germany before moving to
California and becoming a youth pastor at
CC Chino Hills. However, visa limitations
curbed his time there and he returned to
Germany. Christian was an assistant pastor
at City Chapel Stuttgart when he met his
future wife, a university student.

Along with caring for their two young
daughters, his wife ministers to the women
and helps her husband discern people’s
spiritual gifts. She has also led the children’s
ministry for the past several years.

LIsa Bruder, left, is encouraged by Yvonne Beigel before Lisa leaves for an overseas
ministry-training trip. Yvonne has used her skills as a nurse on many mission trips.
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She likes to dramatize the Bible lessons
to help the kids learn. One Sunday morning, dressed like an ancient Israelite, she
cheerily marched around the church basement and the makeshift walls of Jericho
followed by an excited group of children.
Reliving Joshua’s journey around Jericho,
she shouted, “Joshua had great faith!” She
exuberantly explained to the children, “God

Christian marries two church members,
Jan and Jule Polzer. Right: The ring
bearer reacts to the upcoming kiss.
told Joshua to march around the walls seven
times in seven days. On the seventh day they
were to shout together and the walls would
come tumbling down.” She and the children
let out a loud roar, the kids gleefully gave the
stacked cardboard boxes a swift kick, and
the walls of Jericho fell.

One Year Away

Christian and his wife plan to depart as shortterm missionaries this coming August for
one year, leaving the elders in charge of the
church. Recently, the couple felt the Lord’s
direction to leave for a season. Christian
commented, “God has blessed this fellowship
with godly leaders. We know that they will
grow mightily if given the authority to make
decisions without needing to check with me.”
The Kleinlohs will raise support and come
alongside a ministry in Houston, Texas. The
climate will also help their youngest daughter,
who suffers with severe lung problems.
The church body has known of this plan for
more than a year, since Christian asked for
prayer about it. He knows that this will be
a challenge for everyone—it is expected to
help Christian and his wife grow through
additional ministry experience, and for the
elders and congregation to grow spiritually
as they have opportunity to practice leadership skills. “We have involved the entire congregation in this decision; they are excited
about it,” added Christian. “People feel that
they are part of our missionary journey.”
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