Story by Debra Smith

to ask God, The building
or the station?” Lloyd
continued. “We sold the
property. Our vision is
church planting; this
way, we can equip and
send out pastors to the
Senior Pastor
areas receiving airwaves.
Lloyd Pulley
We want to impact the
whole region, not grow
a megachurch. … The Lord freed me from
that track of bigger, bigger, bigger.” Seven
years later, the church still uses its original,
expanded building—and has planted several
churches in the Northeast and overseas. The
station has grown and now reaches into New
York City and the surrounding Tri-State area.

Bridgefest

Bridgefest

The Bridge Christian Radio has reached
thousands with the Gospel, Bible teaching,
Christian music, and a weekend festival in
New Jersey called Bridgefest.

Due to the church’s financial support of the
Bridge, “The body at CC Old Bridge has
sacrificed a lot,” Lloyd said. “We don’t have
a coffee shop or a nice facility like many
churches our size. But it’s for a purpose, and
the body understands that.” The congregation has seen fruit, Lloyd added: “There’s a
growing hunger for God’s Word in the area.
Many listeners disenfranchised with the religious establishment look to the Bridge as
their main source of spiritual nourishment.
That’s not healthy in the long run; they need
churches. But if God uses radio to whet their
appetites for Him—that’s beautiful. It’s the
concept of God’s Word coming down like
rain; it prepares the soil. And we can’t get
pastors sent out fast enough for the demand.”

“For as the rain comes down, and
the snow from heaven … so shall
My word be that goes forth from
Isaiah 55:10a-11a
My mouth.”

Pastor Rodney Finch of CC Cary, NC, preaches on Saturday during a break in the music from Canadian recording artist and
worship leader Dan Macaulay, right. The Bridge Christian Radio, a ministry of CC Old Bridge, NJ, has held Bridgefest since 2006.
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“I will make mistakes,” Randy Sisco said he
was reminded by a teaching from Pastor
Rodney Finch of CC Cary, NC, during a
beachside session at Bridgefest 2010. “But
I’m not judged by those mistakes. I’m
loved—regardless. Because of Jesus’ death
on the cross, I’m forgiven.” After a Saturday
of live Bible teaching and Christian music
with nearly 10,000 others, Randy and five
friends also from Highland, NY, watched

about 200 ocean baptisms. “Seeing families
get baptized together was amazing,” Randy
said. “Observing parents’ love for their children—how incredible.”
The Bridge Christian Radio held its first
annual Bible teaching and Christian music
festival, Bridgefest, in 2006. The station, a
ministry of CC Old Bridge, NJ, began in
2003. For a decade prior, church leadership

had prayed to reach the area through radio.
“God’s Word is desperately needed up here,”
said Pastor Lloyd Pulley. “Spiritually, it’s a
dry place. We wanted to soften the ground
by proclaiming the Word.” Due to overcrowding, CC Old Bridge had recently
purchased a larger property. When the station suddenly became available, “We were
ecstatic,” Lloyd said. But as the anticipated
costs of broadcasting skyrocketed, “We had

Andy Deane, right, and Erich Roneree,
left rear, both of CC Old Bridge, NJ,
pray for new believers before baptisms.

People worship during the all-day music and Bible teaching on the beach Saturday.
The entire event was broadcast live so that those unable to attend could also listen.
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On Saturday in Ocean Grove, NJ, pastors baptized nearly 200 people in stations
spread across acres of Atlantic coastline. Photo by Regina Brandao
T h e B r i d g e’s pro gramming, explained
General Manager Brian
Rechten, is two-thirds
Bible teaching and
one-third praise and
worship music, weather,
traffic, etc. In preparBrian Rechten
ing for Bridgefest, “We
pray first and plan second,” Brian said. The
Bridge team feels that prioritizing prayer
unfolds in seeing God work mightily, Brian
added: “We just need to seek God and watch
what He does.”
During Bridgefest’s Friday night opening
concert, Randy Sisco said, “I was standing up singing, worshiping at the top of my
lungs. That’s not like me; I’m a quiet guy.
But the time was so anointed. I sensed God’s
presence.” Interspersed with music were
words from CC Chino Hills, CA, Pastor Jack
Hibbs, who riveted the crowd with his testimony of healing from a severe stutter, and
Horizon Christian Fellowship North County,
CA, Pastor Bob Botsford, who preached the
Gospel. About 200 people responded in
faith by surrendering their lives to Christ.

A Bridge to Those Behind Bars

When the Bridge began broadcasting on their
second frequency, in December 2003, “We
started getting letters from people in prisons,”
Brian said. “One man wrote, ‘I listen to be
equipped so I can equip others.’ Several said
they invite others to listen with them.” Upon
investigation, the Bridge learned their signal
reaches 11 correctional institutions in New
York, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey. Some
inmates, Brian said, have mentioned that
the station is the only Christian radio that
penetrates the steel and concrete.
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Convicted murderer David Berkowitz, who
became a Christian in 1987, has told the
Bridge he listens daily. David, also known as
Son of Sam, conducts prison ministry and
counsels troubled inmates from the New
York correctional facility where he resides.
In spring 2010, Sean Andrews emailed
the station. “I used to listen to the Bridge
for hours every day when I was incarcerated,” Sean explained. “I was a believer, but
I had walked away from the Lord and done
some foolish things. A year into my incarceration, the light bulb came on—the pain
I was experiencing was of my own doing.
The Lord showed me things in my life that
needed correction. The Bridge was there
for me during that season—through times
when I could have been walking up and
down the halls of my mind, opening doors
that shouldn’t be opened. The Bridge kept
my mind in the right place.”
Sean prayed for reconciliation with his wife
throughout his imprisonment. Without any
contact for four years, he had nearly given
up hope when, months after his release, she
wrote him. “I was floored,” Sean described.
His faith grew as God restored their marriage; and, he wrote, “Today, we are more
in love than ever. The honeymoon phase of
our reconciliation is over, but our immense
love continues through our vertical relationship with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Things are rough sometimes—but not like
before. Then we stop, pray, and seek Him
for strength. … She is my best friend.”

Faith by Hearing

One evening on her way to the gym in
2005, Barbara Kennedy’s usual radio station
went out. Hitting the seek button, she came

The Katinas, five brothers, lead thousands in worship during Bridgefest’s Friday night concert. The evening of Christian music was preceded by hours of live Bible teaching.
Photos by Regina Brandao

across the Bridge. Morningstar Christian
Chapel’s Pastor Jack Abeelen was teaching,
and “I had never heard the Bible presented
like that,” Barbara said. “I sat in the parking
lot listening until the message was over. The
next day I did the same thing; I developed
a thirst for more and more. … One evening
Jack explained the Gospel. Jesus took my
heart that night.”
At Bridgefest that summer, Jack baptized
Barbara and she met Chris McCarrick, pastor
of Cornerstone CC in Howell, NJ. Barbara
and her teenage daughter began attending
Cornerstone and growing in the Lord; but,
to her frustration, Barbara’s husband did
not know Christ. “I kept asking, ‘Don’t you
want to go to heaven?’” she recalled. “But
Pastor Chris told me, ‘Don’t nag.’ And when
I got into the Word and learned to submit,
he came to Jesus. I’m so thankful the Lord
didn’t allow me to push him away.”

Now a Bridge volunteer, Barbara finds frequent opportunities to pray with people
when representing the station at events. She
also carries station bumper stickers in her
car. Once in standstill traffic, she handed
one through the window to the person in
the next car—who had noticed hers and
expressed interest. Another time with her
daughter, some teens in the next car over
saw her sticker. “They turned on the Bridge
and gave us a thumbs-up,” Barbara said.
The Bridge now broadcasts on six FM frequencies in the Northeast as well as online,
which can be heard anywhere in the world.

The Bridge Christian Radio
www.bridgefm.org
info@bridgefm.org
888-861-6100

The concert was played by the Katinas, Mandisa, and Dan Macauley. At the event,
which included a personal testimony and a presentation of the Gospel, nearly 200
people accepted Christ as Savior. Photo by Regina Brandao
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