Committed

to Haiti’s Future

Short-term missionaries play soccer with local
youth in Haiti. Two churches from Georgia, CC
Stone Mountain and CC Northwest, teamed
up for an October 2010 trip to Haiti. Sports
ministry has become an important part of the
Calvary Chapel Haiti Initiative (CCHI) outreach
in Jacmel—games have built relationships
with local children and provided opportunities
to share the Gospel.

Believers nurture relationships
and equip the body of Christ
Story by Debra Smith
Photos by Gary Meek

The elderly villager smiled upon receiving
the gift: a proclaimer, a player of the audio
Bible. Believers had given the blind man
the battery- and solar-powered device so
he would, for his first time ever, be able to
access Scripture for himself. “With a translator, we put his fingers on the buttons and
showed him how to use it,” said Dave Bird
of Calvary Chapel Haiti Initiative. “A few
days later when we returned, he was using
it. Since then we’ve gone back twice more
to conduct medical clinics. Both times, he’s
been sitting in the heat listening.”

Team member Charles Yeager of CC
Stone Mountain, GA, plays with local
boys after VBS near Jacmel, Haiti.

Pastor Josh Blevins of CC Northwest near Atlanta, GA, encourages members of
Grace Community Church at a Sunday service near Jacmel, Haiti.
46

47

Haiti

Josh Blevins, left, readies for an attempt while James Chapman, an assistant pastor
from CC Stone Mountain, jumps rope at a church event near Jacmel.
The visitors were missionaries, both longand short-termers, serving with Calvary
Chapel Haiti Initiative (CCHI). Led in partnership by CC Costa Mesa, CA, and CC Fort
Lauderdale, FL, the organization operates
from the earthquake-ravaged port city of
Jacmel, Haiti. “Our ultimate goal is to plant
churches,” said CCHI co-Director Chet Lowe
of CC Fort Lauderdale. The ministry aims to
rebuild Jacmel and the surrounding region
both physically and spiritually, and its primary workforce is one-week mission teams
from Calvary Chapels around the U.S. The
groups serve through construction, orphanage visits, carpentry, auto repair, Bible teaching, basic medicine, welding, and more.
“There are no skills required,” said Dave Bird,
field director. “Any skill someone has—great,
we’ll probably use it. But we also need people
to come color with kids!” Many are orphans,
he explained, in desperate need of love.

Renee Nackino, in white shirt, and Renee Bartick, far right, both from CC Stone Mountain, team up with a CCHI translator, left,
and another local believer to pray for a coconut vendor. The merchant had persistently tried to sell his fruit during a soccer
outreach on the beach. He prayed to receive Christ as his Savior, and the believer in the red shirt committed to disciple him.
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One skill being particularly utilized is carpentry. “Many of the guys who have come
down have helped train the young men in
our woodshop,” Dave said. “It’s a school of
carpentry where we’re teaching six Haitians
in their teens and 20s. These guys have
never worked with power tools, but they’re
loving it.” Because four of the young men
are deaf, Dave said, “They would normally,
in this culture, never have opportunity to
learn a trade. Now they’ll be able to make an
honest living.” The city of Jacmel commissioned the woodshop to produce 400 school
desks, a project which is currently in progress. Dave described one young deaf man’s
satisfaction upon cutting a perfectly straight
pencil slot. “The look of concentration on
his face was unforgettable,” Dave said.

CCHI Field Director Dave Bird, center,
and CC Lebanon, PA, Pastor Tom Keller
deliver school desks to a Haitian pastor.

A Calvary Chapel team member trains Haitian apprentices in carpentry. Through
its woodshop, CCHI aims to share the hope of Christ and give Haitians job skills.

Using Every Opportunity

One day when teams from CC Stone
Mountain, GA, and CC Northwest, GA, were
conducting sports outreach on the beach,
team member Renee Nackino was repeatedly
pressured to buy a coconut. The persistent
coconut seller was becoming frustrated by
his lack of sales; but lacking both money and
desire for the fruit, Renee wouldn’t make
the purchase. She eventually realized, however, that this man’s refusal to leave during
the several hours the team had played soccer
and prayed with local kids could indicate he
had a desire to be ministered to, as well.
Along with a translator, Renee approached
the man. She asked if he knew Jesus; he said
no. “Would you like to know Jesus’ salvation
and forgiveness from sins?” she continued.

He enthusiastically said yes, so Renee, a
team member, the translator, and another
local believer spoke and prayed with him.
They gave the man contact information for
local Bible-teaching churches where he can
grow in his relationship with the Lord.

Racing Changing Tides

In response to Haiti’s January 12, 2010,
earthquake, various Calvary Chapels
donated 126 tons of construction and
medical supplies, clothing, and more. The
resources were packed almost a year ago, but
CCHI encountered one shipping delay after
another for most of 2010. When the goods
finally arrived in Haiti, a team of about 20
from Calvary Chapel Richmond, VA, was
serving in Jacmel. Also ready to unload the
ship was a team of about 15 led by CCHI’s
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Josh Blevins plays guitar while Charles Yeager, left, Renee Nackino, and
Greg Malinowski help lead children in song with hand gestures.

Michael Lopez, left, of CC Northwest, tells Jonah's story to children at a church in a
mountain village near Jacmel. Team members act out the story in the background.
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Haiti shares the Caribbean island of Hispaniola with the Dominican Republic.
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Getting the supplies off the barge involved,
Tim said, “the most intense display of spiritual warfare and answered prayer I have
ever experienced. Every step was met with
conflict, distractions, and disruption. All
we could do was huddle and pray—and
doors opened.” The shipment arrived on the
morning of December 7, just as Haiti’s cholera epidemic moved into Jacmel and rioting
erupted 25 miles north in Port-au-Prince.
In response to both threats, government
offices closed—preventing CCHI from
securing the paperwork needed to unload
the ship. As Dave and Tim worked with
the mayor to seek permission despite the
absence of key officials, the tide fell. This
caused the boat to sit too low in the water to
allow offloading onto the pier. “After missing the morning tide,” Tim said, “we knew
we would have one more chance around 10
p.m.” The 35 believers, many of whom had
flown to Haiti specifically to unload the
shipment, did other ministry while waiting
and praying all day. “At 8 p.m.,” Tim continued, “We still didn’t have the paperwork—
and the ship’s captain wanted out of Haitian
waters.” Fearing both the cholera and the
rioting, the captain threatened to depart
with the goods CCHI had waited on for a
year. As Dave spoke with Haitian authorities, “The guys circled up and began praying
again,” Tim said. Soon, “Dave turned and
gave us a thumbs-up.”
Using a portable light tower, one of the first
things off, the men unloaded until 2 a.m.
“After losing the high-tide advantage, we got
several vehicles stuck on the steep ramp up,”
Tim said. “But in response to every challenge faced, the guys continued praying,
and we got everything off.” The team then
prayed with the captain and his crew and, to
protect the ship’s men from the unrest, set
up overnight watch on the dock. “God’s dramatic work confirmed that despite obstacles,
He wants us in Haiti,” Tim commented.
“Satan does not, but the Lord does. He demonstrated that by answering our prayers in
tangible ways. ... This is an opportunity for
us as a body of believers to impact an entire
city, and even a nation, for Christ.”

Then they cried out to the Lord in
their trouble, and He saved them
out of their distresses. Psalm 107:13

C h o l e r a
Missionaries Respond to Crisis
Story by Debra Smith

Nearly 200 people have been treated for cholera at this medical center in Arcahie, Haiti, a small city northwest of
Port-au-Prince. The disease has become an epidemic and has caused more than 2,500 deaths since mid-October.
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Haiti’s January 12, 2010, earthquake has led to
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co-Director Tim Wylie of CC Costa Mesa.
Tim oversees that church’s disaster relief
ministry and has aided around the world in
catastrophes for six years.

a devastating cholera epidemic that experts
fear could claim 10,000 lives. Millions still
live in makeshift housing such as tents, and
factors including a disrupted sewage system,
impermanent restroom facilities, and poor
education regarding sanitation are furthering
the virus’ spread.

CC Haiti Initiative (CCHI) teams from Virginia
and California built a cholera clinic in one day.
An organization's director, who had prayed for
help despite disbelieving in God, was overjoyed.
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Volunteers visit camps and towns to distribute soap and water-purification tablets.
They also teach sanitation skills that can help prevent cholera's spread. Photo by
Daniel Cima/American Red Cross

“We don’t have medical professionals who can
actually treat patients ... But we can build clinics.”
CCHI co-Director Chet Lowe, CC Fort Lauderdale, FL
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As the group worked, Tim continued, “Jésus
told several of the guys that he didn’t believe
in God, but earlier that day had prayed for
help anyway—out of desperation. Then Dave
came along!” The men worked all day and
into the night, using portable light towers.
“We got it built and wired for electricity,” Tim
said. As they left, “Jésus was all teary-eyed,
hugging us. He begged us to come visit later
and see the lives that would be saved at the
clinic. The next day a team member went by
and saw a patient being carried in.”

Patients lie on mats in the overcrowded L'Hopital St. Nicholas in the town of Saint-Marc, the epidemic's center, where French and Cuban doctors are treating those infected. UN
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This past December, Dave Bird of CCHI
drove by the Jacmel office of Médecins Sans
Frontières, an international organization
of French origin. The group, whose name
means doctors without borders, was seeking
to build a cholera clinic. According to Tim
Wylie, CC Costa Mesa (CCCM) pastor of
disaster relief and CCHI co-director, “Dave
felt that God was prompting him to check in
and see how things were going, so he went
in and introduced himself. One of the directors, Jésus, was extremely frustrated. He told
Dave he was behind schedule, had no skilled
labor, and might not be able to complete the

project at all.” In reply, “Dave told Jésus he
had more than 30 guys, many of them being
skilled tradesmen, who were ready to work if
needed,” Tim continued. The men, who were
mostly from CCCM and CC Richmond, VA,
were waiting to move the 126-ton shipment
of supplies they had unloaded the previous
day from a boat—the goods had not yet been
cleared for relocation from the pier. “Without
hesitation, Jésus invited us,” Tim continued.
“We moved the team onsite immediately.”
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Amidst the tragedy, Calvary Chapel Haiti
Initiative (CCHI) has continued ministering to the many who are healthy—and
seeking ways to serve those infected with
cholera. “We don’t have medical professionals who can actually treat patients,”
explained Chet Lowe, outreach pastor of
CC Fort Lauderdale, FL, and one of CCHI’s
directors. “Franklin Graham’s organization,
Samaritan’s Purse, is doing much of that.
But we can build clinics.” A team from CC
Puerto Rico and CC Costa Mesa, CA, also
built a morgue in Jacmel—a heart-wrenching task that moved some builders to tears.
Such facilities, though, help curb the virus’
spread by providing a place where proper
sanitation procedures can be followed.

CC Haiti Initiative

www.calvarychapelhaitiinitiative.org
jeffk@calvaryftl.org
954-556-4420

A nurse assists a cholera patient.

Clinic beds are made of plastic sewn onto plywood frames.
Cholera is easily treatable if discovered early enough.

CCHI team members from CC Roanoke, VA, work alongside
Haitian volunteers to construct a pediatric cholera clinic.
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