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Serving more than coffee
Legends Café offers a Christ-centered venue
Story by Carol Savage
Photos by Kiri Allen

“We call Legends Café the ‘screen
door to the front door,’” said
Pastor Thom Keller of Calvary
Chapel Lebanon, PA. Located in
the same building as the church
services, “The coffee house is a
great way to bring people into the
building who might not otherwise consider coming to church,”
Thom continued. “It has been, by
far, our most effective outreach.”
Initially drawn to the welcoming atmosphere of the café, many
people have also begun coming to
hear God’s Word at CC Lebanon.
Mick and Leslie Allen began the café in
2008. “Our best preparation for this assignment was knowing Jesus’ love,” Leslie said.
“Our goal is to share that love with each

Brothers Nick, left, and Jeff Snyder perform Americana Folk music at Legends to a typical crowd on a Friday night.

Calvary Chapel Lebanon, PA, and its outreach-oriented Legends Café meet in the
same building in downtown Lebanon.
person who enters.” The volunteer staff
prays that patrons feel God’s presence while
being served. “Many have commented that
the café feels like a ‘safe’ place,” continued
Leslie. “Once people know we genuinely
care about them, they are open to building
relationships with us. We often talk about
the Lord or invite people to church.” Mick

The Disciples, an outreach of Teen Challenge, minister through Christian rap songs.
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added, “While we do have great music and
food, that’s not what keeps people coming
back. It is their need to experience Jesus
Christ’s grace and love, displayed through
His followers.”
The café operates on Thursdays, Fridays,
and Saturdays. It opens at 5:00 p.m., and
music typically begins playing at 8:00. “Our
customers are very diverse,” Leslie said. For
people in drug and alcohol rehabilitation,
the café provides a social atmosphere free
from the presence of such temptations, and
some patrons arrive directly from recovery
meetings. “We are often a substitute mom
and dad to those without resources,” Leslie
continued. “Café ministry
is very different than café
business, and it spills into
our personal lives as well.
Customers know our dog,
come to our yard sales,
and have even called at
Leslie Allen
4:00 a.m. in need.”
Recently, a young couple came to the café
after being kicked out of their parents’ homes.
Mick prayed with them, noticed a bump on
the young man’s head, and encouraged him

to go to an emergency room. Afterward an
agency found them places to stay, and one
week later the man returned to the café. He
and his girlfriend planned to start coming to
CC Lebanon, he said, because they sensed
that people there cared about them.
Legends Café offers Open Mic Thursdays,
live music most weekend nights, and special
events such as game nights, art walks, swing
dance lessons, and Wii bowling nights.
Pastor Thom summarized the ministry’s
vision with the apostle Paul’s words:

To those who are without law, as
without law (not being without law
toward God, but under law toward
Christ), that I might win those
who are without law; to the weak
I became as weak, that I might
win the weak. I have become all
things to all men, that I might by
all means save some. Now this I do
for the Gospel’s sake, that I may be
partaker of it with you.
1 Corinthians 9:21-23

CC Lebanon, PA

www.ccleb.com
www.legendscafe.org
thom@ccleb.com
717-273-5633

Regular patron Glenn Stoltzfus, left, and café manager Mick Allen enjoy catching
up at the coffee bar.
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CUBA: Building up Believers in Christ
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Story by Sandy Hodges
Photos by Manuel Negron, unless otherwise noted

A horse-drawn carriage passes a vintage American car parked on a street in Cuba’s
capital city, Havana. Photo Courtesy of CC Downey
emphasized family unity to almost 200 pastors who gathered for the conference. “We
taught on the importance of a husband’s
role and parents spending time with kids,”
Robert said. “Like in any church, something is usually happening every day of the
week.” Time for family is scarce in the midst
of congregational needs. In many cases, the
pastor’s house is connected to the church.
“The pastors always have people coming in
and out of their homes and have very little
family time,” Robert said.

Jonathan Planell of Calvary Chapel Fort Lauderdale, FL, shares a message from Colossians 4 at a church in Paraguitas village near

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
Psalm 133:1
together in unity!”
Pastor Robert Aguayo of CC Mérida,
Mexico, and four other leadership team
members of the 6th annual Calvary Chapel
Pastors Conference in Cuba huddled around
a kitchen table, laughing and conversing.
They were gathered the day before the conference for a meal of rice, beans, and pork
with a local pastor in his one-room home.
Robert emphasized the unity between the
pastors. “We felt like family,” Robert said.
That connection was evidenced during
the conference when the mother of a local
pastor was diagnosed with cancer. Several
pastors went to her home and prayed for
her, and her son received much prayer and
support at the conference. “We were able
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to come around a brother in Christ who
needed us,” Robert said.
Calvary Chapel missions to Cuba began
in 1991, when Pastor Drew Macintyre of
CC Alpine, CA, and others went to teach
the Inductive Bible Study method. While
there, they met Pastor Roberto Gomez of
Buenas Nuevas church in Cifuentes, who
also shared their vision. Twenty years later,
Drew and Roberto, along with pastors and
missionaries from Russia, Latin America,
and the United States, continue to teach
believers and train leaders. Due to strict
government regulations, teams must obtain
religious visas.
The 2011 conference, organized by Mission
Pastor Santiago (Tito) Lampon of CC
Downey, CA, had three locations, each
about four hours apart, to allow more people

Camajuani, Cuba.

to attend. “There are many people who
don’t have transportation,” Tito said. “They
spend days getting to the conference center
because they want to grow in the Lord.”

Pastor Drew directed the second group east
to Camaguey where they held a conference
on the topic of God’s character. There were
over 190 local pastors in attendance.

More than 530 Cuban pastors and leaders
gathered at a campground in Santa Clara,
Cuba, for the first conference, where musicians and brothers Jose and Arturo Gutierrez
from CC Santa Fe Springs, CA, led worship. Afterward, the leadership team split
into three groups. The first, from CC Costa
Mesa, CA, stayed on at Santa Clara. They
worked with local pastors to hold a VBS
led by Children’s Ministry Pastor Mickey
Gonzales. Robert Aguayo said, “They flew
down beforehand, saw what materials
were obtainable, and developed everything
around those supplies.” The Costa Mesa
group stayed a week after the conference to
train children’s Sunday school teachers.

The third leadership group trekked west to
Cuba’s capital city, Havana, where speakers

The educational system also greatly limits
family time. Children spend more time at
government schools than at home, leaving
them open to outside influences. In high
school, teenagers move away from home to
attend government instituted internships.
“As children go through the school system,
more and more of their day is spent at school,
under government instruction,” Robert said.
Academics are a focal point of the Cuban
government. Even when traveling in rural
areas, far from major cities, Robert found
well-educated local people with a hunger
for learning about the Bible. “We’re able to
come in and meet needs spiritually. That’s
often what’s missing,” Robert emphasized.

The Gutierrez brothers of CC Santa Fe Springs,
CA, share tips with a local musician, right.

“Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness, for they
Matthew 5:6
shall be filled.”
Government restrictions make it complicated to create new church fellowships,
which causes difficulty for people in remote
areas without recognized churches trying
to form a congregation and meet regularly.
Only denominations or churches established
before Cuba’s revolution in 1959 are considered official and are allowed to operate today.
“Although there aren’t new church groups,
believers are growing as church leaders
work together across denominational lines,”
Robert said. The annual conference, which is
open to all Christians, provides an opportunity for Cubans to gain more biblical knowledge. Robert stated, “The main thing is to
bring people together for training, fellowshipping, and building each other up. During
the year, we have other ministries that serve
specific churches around the island.” The
2012 conference will be held February 20-26.

CC Downey, CA

www.calvarydowney.org
cdmissions@calvarydowney.org
562-803-5631

Pastor Drew Macintyre of CC Alpine, CA, teaches at Canaan Center, a
campground in Santa Clara, Cuba.
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Saints on the Streets
Story by Carol Savage
Photos by Matt Hawkins

Joe VanOoyen, sitting, and youth group members from Harvest Fellowship in Leo,
IN, visit with homeless people.

Joe, center, and youth group members
travel to meet homeless in Fort Wayne.

The “Saints on the Streets” (SOS) homeless
ministry took a big step forward in 2005 as
Mark Scott strolled and prayed for his city
during the evenings. As he walked, he began
to meet people who called those streets their
home. His next move was to bring food and
other necessities—including the Gospel—
to them. Two years later, he was joined
by Joe and Doreen VanOoyen of Harvest
Fellowship Fort Wayne in Leo, IN. Since
then, the outreach has grown from once a
week to 3 to 4 times weekly, with anywhere
from 3 to 30 men and women aged 18 to 60
receiving temporal help and eternal hope in
Jesus Christ.

share. Harvest Fellowship collects donations
from attendees as well. “We just ask people
to do or bring what the Lord leads them to,”
Joe explained.

“SOS is God’s ministry,” Joe said. “It is controlled by God and led by God through His
Spirit.” He mentioned Jesus’ words:

“‘You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, with all
your soul, with all your strength,
and with all your mind,’ and ‘your
neighbor as yourself.’” Luke10:27b
60

“The people we encounter are no different
than you and me,” Joe stated. “The Lord
died for them, the Lord loves them, their
sins are no different than ours, and they
need love and acceptance.” He elaborated
that while relationships with the homeless people took time to develop, now that
friendships are established, “almost everyone responds right away.”
SOS volunteers Ryan and Natalie Robinson
displayed the compassion of Christ by
intentionally spending 44 hours
homeless. On the SOS blog site, the
Robinsons enthused, “We drove
downtown, parked the van, and
hit the streets with our backpacks
filled, ready to hand out stuff and
just hang out.” They were able to
mingle with the individuals they
had come to serve, while distributing provisions, reading the Bible
aloud, and praying with many.
Each individual that ministers with
SOS helps by bringing supplies to

Harvest Fellowship, IN

www.harvestfellowship.us
info@harvestfellowship.us
260-627-2720

SOS Homeless Ministry Blog:
www.sosfortwayne.com

Joe, right, visits outside a library weekly to
form relationships with homeless people.

