Tornadoes cut a path of destruction through the Southeastern U.S. in
late April. Many Calvary Chapels have responded with ...

God’s Help in Time of Need
Story by Debra Smith
Photos by Gary Meek, unless otherwise noted

Pastor Chas Scott, third from right, of
Calvary Fellowship in Greensboro, NC,
leads a team in prayer in Ringgold, GA.

Samaritan’s Purse volunteers clean
up debris in Tuscaloosa, AL. Courtesy of

Samaritan’s Purse

At 5 a.m. on April 27, Pastor Shawn Bumpers
of CF Birmingham, AL, was awakened by
harsh winds. Though he thought thunderstorms were common and even comforting
to native Alabamans such as himself, Shawn
felt there was something unusual about this
storm. He saw trees swaying violently. Soon,
electricity was out. A bi-vocational pastor,
Shawn drove to his regular work that morning past houses crushed by trees.
Tornado warnings led to school closings in
the late morning, and Shawn’s family gathered for shelter in the basement. Shawn
returned home to spend the night with
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Harry Devitt surveys damage to his 20-acre property in Ringgold, GA. His rental house, behind him, was completely destroyed. Team members from Calvary Fellowship in Greensboro, NC, assisted him in clearing debris.
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In the wake of a stream of tornadoes that
impacted seven southeastern U.S. states in
late April, numerous churches have helped
their communities recover. Additionally,
several Calvary Chapels have hosted teams
from fellowships in other areas. Scott
Limpus of CC Running Springs, CA, coordinated with Pastor Tim Wylie, director of
Parakletos International, the disaster relief
ministry of CC Costa Mesa, CA. They
arranged for Scott, Scott’s wife, and another
believer to serve in Alabama for 10 days.
The three joined other groups hosted by CF
Birmingham in tarping roofs, cutting trees,
and cleaning up properties. “Most people
just wanted to tell their story and be prayed
with,” Scott shared. Pastor Shawn explained
that while physical help was plentiful—
many local churches began meeting needs,
and neighbors teamed up to assist one
another—spiritual needs abounded. Teams
such as Scott’s, Shawn said, communicated
the Gospel both in deed and in words.

Serving Together

“In our local area,” stated Assistant Pastor
Darren Delaney of CC Chattanooga, TN, “a
28-mile-long, half-mile-wide strip experienced winds of over 200 miles per hour in
places. The damage was great, and some
are suffering from Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder. Many will be displaced from
their homes for a year or more.” While
exploring potential service opportunities
for the believers in their church, Darren
and his wife Bernice drove through the
nearby town of Apison, TN, days after the
storms. Rounding a corner, they saw a huge
sign declaring “Open House.” They almost
passed by. “But,” Darren recalled, “It piqued
my curiosity, so we pulled in. It was a wellorganized little tent area. We learned that
local people had set it up to serve food to the
volunteers from other cities who had come
to help. Local volunteers were also going out
from there to clear brush for other victims
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them, but without power, and with limited phone service. The next morning, still
lacking electricity and concerned about
the potential problems of his congregants,
Shawn drove from the Birmingham outskirts where he lived into the city. “Going 10
miles took three hours,” he recalled. “There
were roadblocks and soldiers with M-16s.”
Throughout the following days, Shawn
received numerous offers of help from
Calvary Chapels across the nation. While
his home was unscathed, some area residents’ homes were damaged or destroyed.
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Darren Delaney, right, an assistant pastor at CC Chattanooga,
TN, visits with Apison resident David Bates. David’s son’s
home next door was completely destroyed.

Crew members from Relief Ministries, an outreach of CC Sarasota, FL, dismantle remnants of a mobile home and clear debris in
Apison, TN. The crew moved from property to property as needs arose.

since many insurance companies won’t pay
for clearing.” The open house was initiated
and directed by 26-year-old believer JoJo
Macatiag, a local firefighter and the sonin-law of the property owner. “JoJo’s fatherin-law’s house was completely destroyed,”
Darren, continued. “You couldn’t even tell a
home had been there. Yet out of this loss of
their own, these people were taking time to
care for others.”
According to Darren, similar examples
of serving have been common in east
Tennessee since the tornadoes. In the disaster’s wake, he said, he has seen Jesus’ prayer
for His followers realized:
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“That they all may be one, as You,
Father, are in Me, and I in You;
that they also may be one in Us,
that the world may believe that
John 17:21
You sent Me.”
“It has been amazing to see the body of Christ
come together and serve,” Darren observed.
“Not just Calvary Chapels, but believers as
a whole, have been joining together to love
their neighbors. That’s a central component
of Christianity: a sacrificial giving of time,
efforts, and resources. And God gets all the
glory and honor from that.”

Hands and Feet

While driving with her mom the day after
Apison’s tornado, recent college graduate and CC Chattanooga attendee Alyson
Rollins shared, “I felt like the Lord laid it on
my heart to stop and help some people. They
were rooting through rubble, and we helped
them find some of their clothes.” Another
day, while Alyson and her dad drove home
from church after delivering sandwiches for
out-of-town volunteers, they pulled over to
help a young woman along the same road.
“Her house was nearly completely gone, and
she was beside herself,” Alyson recalled. “I
asked how we could help her. She said, ‘I
don’t even know; I’m just looking for stuff.’
I asked where she was during the tornado,

Miss Lou, an 82-year-old retired school teacher, embraces a friend after surviving the violent storms that tore through
Mississippi. Photo by Paige Roberts/American Red Cross
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David Klinger, right, whose home close to Apison, TN, was unscathed (behind him),
talks with volunteers David Haley and Seth Ramirez, CC Fredericksburg, VA. David
Klinger did not understand why his home had been spared while others were ruined.
Photo by Josiah McDonald

Volunteers from Grace Calvary Chapel in Hixson, TN, remove debris of destroyed homes where a base camp, open house, and
donation center was begun by area resident JoJo Macatiag. Now relief efforts are centered here. Photo by Kyle Branum

and she pointed to a stairwell that was
largely destroyed. I told her God’s mercy
was on her, that His hand had protected her.”
Alyson found such local opportunities to
serve others and speak of the Lord both
gratifying and surprising. “I have a strong
desire to share the Lord in other nations,
and I was scheduled to be in Nicaragua right
now translating for a missions team,” Alyson
expressed. “But plans changed. I have learned
a lot by accepting the reality that God wants
to use me here now. It may not seem as glamorous, but allowing Him to use me locally as
His hands and feet has been so rewarding.”
Alyson also helped other CC Chattanooga
believers from her Life Group, the church’s
form of weekly small groups, become
involved in tornado relief. Darren commented, “It’s been a neat thing; Alyson has
brought many out of their comfort zones.
Sometimes, unfortunately, it’s easy to sit on
the sidelines and not be very involved in
ministry, instead of being stretched. Fear
of not knowing how people will respond
can hold people back from actively serving. Alyson has helped others reach out and
grow in their faith as they have witnessed
her praying with victims, proclaiming the
Gospel, and helping people to know God
loves and cares for us.”
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Reorienting Perspectives

Eric Coburn, an assistant pastor at CC
Plano, TX, and director of the disaster relief
ministry ACTS—Action Crisis Teams—has
also led and organized teams to serve in the
southeast. “Many people in Tennessee have
said they felt overwhelmed by the response
of love they’ve experienced,” Eric related.
“Others have expressed shock that we would
run in when others are running out. We
always give the same reply: ‘The love of
Christ compels us’” (2 Corinthians 5:14a).
ACTS has 700 volunteer responders across
the U.S., most of whom attend various
Calvary Chapels. The believers are trained
and ready to deploy quickly to area disasters.
Days after the tornadoes, Eric and an
assessment team of three others entered
a Chattanooga restaurant to get dinner.
“Seeing our ACTS T-shirts, one of the ladies
behind the counter said, ‘I didn’t know
you guys were still around,’” Eric recalled.
“When I asked what she meant, she said she
was a Hurricane Katrina victim. Our teams
had ministered to her in 2005, cleaning up
debris and helping her get ready to relocate.
As we talked, she asked me why we were still
doing this,” Eric continued. “I told her, ‘The
love of Christ compels us.’” Later, the team
ministered to the woman and her friends.

“Several families,” Eric noted, “have asked,
‘Why would God do this to us?’ We’re able
to reply, ‘He didn’t do this to you—in fact,
He sent us to you.’”

Granting Hope

Curt Hencye, director of Relief Ministries
CC Sarasota, FL, has taken two teams
to serve under the leadership of CC
Chattanooga. “Many of the people we’ve
helped said they were Christians and
seemed to be living it out,” Curt mentioned.
“We’ve been able to give them practical and
spiritual encouragement. Several families
admitted they didn’t even know where to
start, and then we came in and gave them
hope that something could be done. Though
they still have a way to go, that initial help
clearing and cleaning showed them that
there is a goal in sight—progress is possible.”
The ministry’s focus, Curt continued, is discipleship. “Through relief work, we disciple
people,” he described. “Our team holds Bible
study for an hour or more in the morning,
and again for an hour in the evening. The
local people we’re serving are invited.” The
goal, he explained, is that those serving grow
in ability to demonstrate Christ through
their lives, and those being served see Him.
“Anyone can tarp a house, pull down a tree,
or cook a meal,” Curt said. “We do all those

Though reluctant at first, homeowner David Klinger, left, joins volunteer workers from CC Fredericksburg, VA, during their Bible
study. The group worked on David’s land for four days—clearing logs and hauling away debris. He was touched by their service.
Photo by William Mundie

things, but the Lord’s main concern is that
we draw closer to Him. Those who don’t
know Him observe Jesus in us, and people
are drawn to Him because we respond to
difficulties patiently—by His strength.”
Pastor Mark Ramirez, CC Fredericksburg,
VA, led a team to assist in Apison, TN, in
June. Despite the extreme hot weather, team
members returned after a week, sunburned,
but excited to do it again. “A mission trip
binds team members together in a way that
has a lasting impact on their relationships,”
Mark commented. He sensed that the Lord
had him share with the team the many times
that Jesus went out of His way to impact one
person. Mark continued, “The Samaritan
woman at the well (John 4:7), the blind man
at the pool of Bethsaida (Mark 8:22), a SyroPhoenician woman (Mark 7:24), and the

demon-possessed man living in the tombs
(Mark 5:1) are all great examples of our
Savior going to great lengths to heal and save
a specific person.”
One highlight came on the fourth day when
David Klinger, the homeowner whose property they were clearing, joined them in their
Bible study. All of the houses around him
had been demolished. Though most of his
trees had been tossed about like paper, his
white house sat untouched on top of the hill.
The trip organizer from CC Chattanooga
had told David that the team was needed
elsewhere at the end of their third day. But
when the volunteers prayed, they felt the
Lord directing them back to David’s property to finish the job they had begun. When
the entire team showed up again the next
day, David was visibly touched.

“Though we came back to finish the physical
work, we saw that the Lord used it to connect to him spiritually,” stated Mark. “God
sent us to Tennessee to minister to one man.
We all came home satisfied that we had done
the Lord’s will.”
A believer associated with CC Madison
County near Huntsville, AL, was killed while
protecting his family from the tornado. His
family is receiving much prayer and being
ministered to by the church.

CC Chattanooga, TN

www.calvarychatt.com
darren@calvarychatt.com
423-752-0004

41

