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Associate Pastor Brian Brodersen of CC Costa Mesa
explains the world’s creation according to Genesis.

Dave Griffiths, left, of the British band BOSH sings
with Tim Alford of the band [dweeb]. Photo by Ian Homer

“I never thought my life could change so
completely in a week,” a teenaged skater
said in a thick British accent. “I came to this
festival because the skate park looked cool,
my friends were all going, and everything
was free. Then I heard about Jesus—but I
didn’t just hear about Him once or twice.
Everyone was constantly talking about how
He had changed their life; and for the first
time, I met young people who loved Jesus.
Soon I decided to follow Him as well.”
Three days into Creation Fest, this young
man had given his life to Jesus. He immediately stopped smoking, started reading
the Bible, and committed to tell others how
Jesus had changed him. Throughout the
weeklong festival, he could often be spotted with volunteer Nick DeCrescentis. An
American who attends Calvary Chapel Bible
College in York, England, part of Nick’s
desire to serve at the event was grounded
in his own story: Two years ago, he tagged
along to Creation Fest on a trip to England
with his mom. The experience contributed
to his decision, during the following year, to
begin following Jesus. Nick’s personal experience as a fairly new believer allowed him
to share practically with his new friend how
to face temptation and walk with Jesus.

A History of Hearing from God

The skater’s story echoes others. Many have
said, over Creation Fest’s nine-year history, that they originally came for the free
music, skate park, or paintballing—but
stayed because the Gospel message offered
was worth much more than a good time
with friends. Event planners said thousands
have come to know Christ there, and thousands who already believed have grown in
their knowledge of God. Festival co-founder
Brian Brodersen, associate pastor of Calvary
Chapel Costa Mesa, CA, said, “The vision
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Scott Cunningham of CC Costa Mesa, CA, addresses the audience of the ninth annual Creation Fest this past summer. More than 30 bands played and numerous pastors taught the Bible at the weeklong event.
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Volunteer staffers, mostly British and
American, engage in the daily sports
and activities program. Photo by Ian Homer

Thousands of Creation Fest volunteers and attendees camp for the week at the Royal Cornwall Showground in South West England.

of Creation Fest is to connect people with
Jesus by connecting them with His Word.”
The workshops offered include a Bible study
on, and presentation of scientific evidence
for, God’s having created the earth—hence
the festival’s name.

The Bear Hug Band encourages children’s participation as they perform action
songs. The musical group from CC Costa Mesa is a favorite of many kids.

“The vision of Creation Fest is to connect people
with Jesus by connecting them with His Word.”
Pastor Brian Brodersen
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Creation Fest was originally a one-night
evangelistic event on a rainy south England
beach. Seasoned team members recount
trudging in rain boots through fields of
mud in order to park cars and guide people
amidst a continuous downpour. Yet volunteers’ sense of expectancy regarding what
God would do kept them returning, year
after year. Now, more people volunteer than
attended in those early years. The festival
is held at a massive outdoor site with seminar tents, and thousands camp for a full
week of Bible teaching, live Christian music,
practical seminars, and a diverse kids’ program. Pastors come from all over the world
to teach the Scriptures verse by verse, a
concept which is revolutionary to many.
One woman remarked, “When the teacher

speaks, it’s as though the Bible is speaking
right to me. I’ve never experienced that kind
of Bible study before.”

To Know Him
and Make Him Known

The 2011 theme, “Out of the Darkness and
Into the Light,” was introduced to a crowd
of about 2,000 at a Sunday morning session in “the Big Shed.” Pastor Brian’s message proclaimed death as man’s greatest foe,
but Christ’s victory over death as a triumph
that He allows His followers to share in—as
they follow Him into
the light of repentance
from sin. The teaching
included vibrant examples of lives changed
through Christ’s power
and a reminder that
believers find hope in
knowing that we will
Pastor Phil
eternally be with the
Pechonis of
Lord Jesus. Brian and
Festival Director Phil
CC Exeter

Pechonis, pastor of CC Exeter, England, had
begun Creation Fest because they were burdened for British youth to hear the Gospel.
Since Brian had previously pastored in
the United Kingdom, they both knew the
nation’s culture. They wanted to reach young
people whom they saw growing up without
hearing of Christ’s saving power, with only
a rule-filled impression of church, without
knowing that faith in macro-evolution is
not a thinker’s only reasonable option, and
without knowing that the Creator is eager to
hear the prayers of His creation.
This year, volunteer Kayla Pero recounted,
“A girl came up to me one night after our
team had performed a skit. She asked about
prayer; she seemed to think that God was
too far off to care about having a relationship with us. She was confused by the idea,
presented in the skit, that He actually wants
to talk with us. It seemed to click for her
that night—she was really excited to know
that she could ask Him to come into her life
and He would listen.”

Scooter aerialists draw a youthful
crowd by performing dramatic jumps.

Serving like Christ

A few local pub owners and shop keepers
stopped by throughout the week, keen to
discover why 70 Americans flew to the U.K.
to join more than 130 British volunteers in
offering a completely free festival. Many use
their holiday time each year to volunteer at
Creation Fest—cooking, patrolling, setting
up tents, greeting, scrubbing toilets, arranging tables and chairs, preparing coffee, and
caring for children. Ann, who heard about
the festival years ago shortly after rededicating her life to Jesus, returns to Creation
Fest every year with her two young children
to volunteer. Witnesses reported that she
served with a constant smile, no matter how
dirty the job—in imitation of her Savior
Jesus Christ, Who said:

If I then, your Lord and Teacher,
have washed your feet, you also
ought to wash one another’s feet.
John 13:14
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“We were created by
God to be satisfied
through knowing Him.”
Volunteer Michael Thompson

Pastor Brian, right, and theology professor
Alistair McKitterick of the British Bible school
Moorlands College explain biblical truths.

Attendees follow along in their Bibles as a pastor leads them through a
chapter. Some said they had never experienced such clear Bible teaching.
Photo by Ian Homer
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A participant stands to praise God during

These workers and the relationships they
build are paramount. One volunteer traveled from California mainly to spend time
with a girl she had met two years before;
they had maintained contact online and
mailed packages over that period. Michael
Thompson, a college sophomore who served
this year for the second time, conversed
with an attendee named Katie whom he had
kept in touch with via Facebook. “She said
she had never really felt satisfied with life, or
like she had much of a purpose—but didn’t
everyone feel that way?” stated Michael. “I
told her that we were created by God to be
satisfied through knowing Him, and that by
worshiping Him our lives can have meaning.
We talked a lot about the woman at the well
whom Jesus spoke with in John chapter 4. I
explained how if we keep going back to the
same place for satisfaction, it’s going to keep

a time of worship. Creation Fest began due to a passion for British young people to hear the Gospel of Christ. Photo by Ian Homer

coming up dry—just like before. Katie hasn’t
committed to follow Jesus yet, but she’s very
interested in Him. We talked for two hours,
and God is working on her heart.”

Jesus answered and said to her,
“Whoever drinks of this [physical well of] water will thirst again,
but whoever drinks of the water
that I shall give him will never
thirst. But the water that I shall
give him will become in him a
fountain of water springing up
John 4:13-14
into everlasting life.”
One woman who was eight months pregnant came expecting to enjoy the festival
with her family and then return home to

have her baby at a local hospital. She went
into labor, however, on Wednesday during
a Bible teaching. After her husband rushed
her to the local Cornwall hospital, she
delivered a healthy baby that evening and
returned to the festival Friday morning—
with five family members instead of four.
When asked if they would return next year,
she replied, “Of course! My family can’t wait
to celebrate our baby’s one-year anniversary
at Creation Fest.”

Creation Fest

www.creationfest.org.uk
info@creationfest.org.uk
(011) +44 844-8794-703

A woman asks Brian for prayer after he
taught about how to come out of the
darkness and into God’s light.
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