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Story by Debra Smith
Photos by Michelle Lawson, unless otherwise noted

As the evening wore on, the Fort Lauderdale, FL, beach was becoming
deserted. The Eikon group’s special activity, singing worship songs
under the stars, had finished. Yet about 20 people remained. “We were
just enjoying being together,” explained 24-year-old Linette Pantaleon.
Soon, the believers began sharing how Christ had changed their lives.
Linette confided, “About six months ago, I came to Eikon broken. I had
no friends and was struggling with guilt and social anxiety. I wanted to
walk with God, but shame from my sin haunted me. I was scared to let
others into my life. My first few weeks, I hung back and left immediately afterward without talking to anyone. I knew I needed to go up to
the front and request prayer at the end, but it was hard. Then the first
time I did, the girl who prayed with me invited me to a community
group.” Despite her fear, Linette went. She now testifies that Jesus has
radically changed her life through the friendships Eikon has ushered
into her life. “Seeing others pursue God with all their hearts helped me
so much to come to Him wholeheartedly.”
Eikon, an outreach of Calvary Chapel Fort Lauderdale (CCFTL), was
started in 2008 by Senior Pastor Bob Coy and Assistant Pastor Billy
Venezia. “It was birthed out of our deep burden to raise up the next
generation of effective Christians,” Billy expressed. Eikon’s Wednesday
evening worship and Bible teaching meetings are supplemented by
weekly small gatherings called community groups and by numerous
social and service opportunities. The ministry’s name (pronounced as
“icon”) stems from the Greek word meaning “image” that is used in the
original Greek of Eikon’s theme verse:

Through a weekly worship and Bible teaching service, small groups, and social and service opportunities, Calvary Chapel Fort Lauderdale, FL’s Eikon ministry aims to impact 18- to 33-year-olds.

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror
the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the
same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of
2 Corinthians 3:18
the Lord.

For Consideration:
In what area of your life is God working now to
conform you to the image of Christ?
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CC Fort Lauderdale’s Assistant Pastor Billy Venezia, lead pastor of Eikon, gathers 2012 summer mission team members for prayer before their trip to Peru.
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“That’s the goal—being transformed into Christ’s
image. As the invisible God shows us Himself,
He enables us to reflect Him to the world.”
Pastor Billy Venezia

During its dedication ceremony, Peru mission team members pray over a well in the Amazon jungle. Eikon attendees donated funds for the well to be dug. Photo by Emily Frias
“That’s the goal—being transformed into
Christ’s image,” remarked Billy. “As the invisible God shows us Himself, He enables us to
reflect Him to the world.” Now led primarily by Billy, Eikon aims to accomplish that by
connecting its 18- to 33-year-old attendees to
God, people, and service. “We believe those
are three relationships every Christian needs,”
Billy continued. “They overlap—they’re
concentric circles—but being effective as a
believer starts with knowing God, involves
healthy friendships, and necessitates reaching out by serving.” The triple emphases form
the acronym GPS, which reminds attendees
that connecting to God, people, and service
lends direction to the Christian’s life.

Transformed into a Friend
and Servant
The inhabitants of the village where the well is located previously drank from a
contaminated river. This resulted in parasitic infections, especially among children.
Photo by Emily Frias
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When Linette first came to Eikon in late
2010, “I had gotten saved years prior, but I
had walked away from God,” she remembered. “I wanted to get back to Him, but I

didn’t know how.” That the ministry was
exclusively for her generation both drew
and repelled her: “I knew it was right for
me; I wanted to make friends with people
my own age. But I never had before, so I
was anxious.” Once she began attending a
community group, though, Linette gained
courage to participate in the ministry’s
many social and service activities. In turn,
“Going to events helped me overcome my
fear of talking to people,” she said. “And
doing beach evangelism with Eikon has
been incredible. I had never shared my faith
before. Participating brought out this boldness in me that I never could have imagined.”

For God has not given us a spirit
of fear, but of power and of love
and of a sound mind. 2 Timothy 1:7
Linette, who recently joined CCFTL’s custodial staff, concluded, “Through Eikon,

A local leader who helped install the well instructs village children in its proper use
and well etiquette, including a ban on bathing directly on the site. Photo by Emily Frias
God has given me so many
amazing friends. That has
enabled me to bring things
into His light by being open,
vulnerable, and transparent with them. Before, I was
Linette
socially awkward, and I kept
Pantaleon so many things hidden from
others—and myself. Guilt
over my past kept me separated from people. I had experienced physical, sexual, and
verbal abuse as a child, and those things
cause shame that builds walls. But as friends
poured into me, barriers fell. I became able
to request prayer and accountability. God
has pulled me out of the pit, cleaned me
up, and sent me to get others out. Now I
want to serve girls stuck in the same place
I was.” Linette spent Monday afternoons
last school year informally mentoring students at Florida Atlantic University (FAU),
where Eikon has established a campus ministry called Calvary FAU. There she has

occasionally been asked about scars, resulting from previous years of cutting, that line
her arms—and therefore had opportunity to
minister to young women navigating similar challenges. She is leading a community
group this year. “I know God will grow me
through it, and I hope eventually to write a
Bible study,” Linette said. “I’ve begun working on the outline; it’s themed around Jesus’
overcoming power in our lives:”

“In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world.”
Jesus, John 16:33b

Taking Time for One

When John Gauntt walked forward to
receive prayer at Eikon in 2008, Pastor Billy
sat with him, talking and praying, until the
CCFTL theater where Eikon is held was
empty. John, now 28, recalled, “He was
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If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us [our] sins
and to cleanse us from all unrigh1 John 1:9
teousness.

Eikon attendees pin prayer requests to a cross prior to the service. Ministry leaders
pray through the requests each week.

They met again the next day over lunch. Billy
related to John the power and importance of
Scripture memorization in the Christian life.
Also, John relayed, “He told me he wanted
to start holding me accountable”—both to
consistent Bible memory and to lifestyle
change. “We began talking regularly. Every
time, I felt spiritually lifted up and freed. He

also encouraged me into friendships with
other guys.” Within months, John had gained
freedom from the premarital sexual relationships and pornography addiction that had
plagued him since childhood. “It takes meditation on God’s Word and personal healing
over time, like reprogramming a hard drive,”
John commented. “Some people are amazed
that I’ll talk about it so freely. But freedom
starts happening when you open up. That’s
what it took for me then, so I don’t want to
stop now. And that old guy who did those
things is dead, spiritually. So it’s sort of like
talking about a dead person. I don’t tell
everyone, but I’m not embarrassed to share if
it will help others.”

Let each of you look out not only
for his own interests, but also for
the interests of others. Philippians 2:4
John began serving on Eikon’s volunteer
team after a few months of attendance. “I
was a greeter, handing out flyers and smiling

People worship during Eikon’s weekly service. Its Wednesday evening start time of 8:30 allows participants to attend CC Fort Lauderdale’s regular midweek service first, if desired.
The gathering also provides a midweek service for 18- to 33-year-olds from other area churches whose fellowships do not hold Wednesday evening meetings.
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at people,” he said. “I had a
reason to smile—knowing
what God was doing through
Eikon for me, I was enthusiastic to welcome others.”
John attended CCFTL’s four- John
month discipleship school, Gauntt
Patmos, in 2009. Afterward,
he volunteered at Calvary FAU and soon
joined CCFTL staff as the campus ministry coordinator. He married Kate in 2011;
they have a baby and three foster children.
Student Dan Lupo, set to graduate from FAU
in December, is slated to assume John’s role
then, freeing John to devote himself to crafting a discipleship program for Eikon’s use.

Externals to Internals

Dariana Ramirez, 19, was raised in a nominally Christian home and regularly attended
church. There, she recalled, “I was bored out
of my mind; I didn’t understand anything. I
never doubted God’s existence, but I didn’t
know what it meant to have a relationship
with Him. Then when I was in high school,
we all stopped going. We weren’t getting anything out of it.” Dariana began competing in
beauty pageants in eleventh grade. Soon, “I
was obsessed with appearance, myself, and
beauty,” she testified. “Early on, I felt I loved
it. But I was becoming increasingly judgmental and unkind.” Then after a major
pageant in 2010, “I felt empty and couldn’t
figure out why. I had expected joy at making
it so far, but instead I had an eating disorder.
A gym instructor was the first one to talk to
me about God and the Bible. She frequently
prayed over me, and soon she invited me to
church.” As Dariana grew in her understanding of God and His Word, “I started focusing
on Christ, and my obsession with appearances and related problems melted away. It
all happened naturally; I just didn’t want to
live that way anymore. I still fall sometimes,
but my life’s direction is totally different.”
When Dariana finished high school in
2011, she explained, “I didn’t want to stray
from the faith—a common danger in college.” She soon learned of Calvary FAU and
began participating in the group’s Bible
studies, Christian book discussion groups,
evangelism excursions, sports evenings,
prayer walks, and worship nights. Most were
led by John Gauntt and Dan Lupo, while
Linette assisted with the women’s study.
Calvary FAU participants attend Eikon on
Wednesdays, so Dariana became a regular
there as well. She remarked, “The people of

Calvary FAU became my best
friends. We’re like a big family; I can confide in them, and
they always give me biblical
counsel.” With her classes
scheduled only two days a Dariana
week, she still drove 30 min- Ramirez
utes to FAU most weekdays to
participate in the ministry. “Every day I learn
so much from the conversations and studies,” she continued. “Someone commented
recently that I’ve been like a sponge, soaking up everything. That first year, I heard so
many things I’d never heard before—things
that make sense about God and the Bible.”
As Dariana grew spiritually and then began
informally discipling others, she has sought
to be guided by Jesus’ words in Matthew 6:33:
“Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added
to you.” This command, Dariana explained,
“has helped me be purposeful in my conversations with Calvary FAU friends—are we
discussing things that don’t matter, or are we
focused on God’s kingdom and participating
in what He’s doing in the world?”

Fort Lauderdale, FL

really patient—and I had a lot to say. I was
desperate, so I spilled everything. I had
gone to see a prostitute the day before. I had
committed to obeying Jesus as my Lord one
year before, and God had already freed me
from drug addiction. But I was in bondage
to sexual addiction. I almost didn’t have the
nerve to go talk about it, but then I went
through with it. Something in Billy’s teaching had made me feel safe enough.”

This school year, Dariana will be Calvary
FAU’s secretary—her first servant leadership position. “It’s such a great life, following and serving the Lord,” she commented.
“The joy He gives is so different than worldly
joy. We don’t have a problem-free life, but
He’s with us in our problems.” After watching Dariana’s transformation, her parents
committed to following Christ as well. All
three now attend CCFTL.

Eikon seeks to provide an environment
that fosters strong relationships.
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Eikon team member Jesus Torres prays for Jamie. Jesus, a schoolteacher, has served on Eikon’s volunteer team for years.

Reflecting Christ, Near and Far

Regarding the college and post-college age
groups, Billy said, “We’re really for both. We
are careful that one doesn’t get cheated or
feel like leftovers, slapped in with the other.
So we hold some separate events just for
college students and others just for careeraged people.” And nearly every week, Billy
continued, “I remind them that we’re not
a church. We don’t do everything a church
does—communion, baptisms, benevolence
funding, etc. And we don’t offer the varieties of ways to serve that a church does.”
Many Eikon attendees go to CCFTL’s main
midweek service before Eikon’s 8:30 start
time, and many others come from other
area churches. “Any given night, I’m probably addressing 20 different denominations,”
Billy said. Through connecting them to God,
people, and service, John Gauntt explained,
Eikon aims to accomplish two goals. First,
they desire to disciple members of a generation that is largely disoriented with church;
and second, to plug them into a multigenerational church. There they can give spiritually to, receive from, and serve alongside
people of all ages.
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Dariana participated this year, for her first
time, in the ministry’s annual mission trip
to Peru. The entire Eikon group collected
funds for a freshwater well, which mission
team members visited. The group also did
flash mob evangelism and “cardboard testimonies” presented by contrasting their preChrist and present lives on different sides of
cardboard. At an English café where team
members and local young people practiced
their Spanish and English together, Dariana
connected deeply with Rosmery, 21, and
Diana, 20. She shared Scriptures and prayed
with them before giving a Bible to the nonbelieving one, Diana. That Sunday at church,
Diana committed to following the Lord.
The night before leaving Peru, Dariana cried
because a change of plans had taken away
her opportunity to say goodbye to her new
friends. The next morning at 4 a.m., however, Rosmery and Diana surprised her at
the airport with gifts. The three maintain
contact on Facebook: “I get to encourage
and give them biblical counsel about things
they’re facing,” Dariana explained. “I can’t
wait to see them on the trip next year.”

“Let us now go back and visit our
brethren in every city where we
have preached the word of the
Lord, and see how they are doing.”
Acts 15:36b

For Reflection:
How exactly can you actively
submit to God as He makes
you more like Jesus?
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