Fredericksburg, VA

Building a Foundation on God’s Word
Guiding people into God’s transforming grace
at Calvary Chapel Fredericksburg
Story by Debra Smith
Photos by Andrew Chappell

During its dedication service, a rainbow appeared over CC Fredericksburg, VA’s new
facility. A rainbow had also appeared when leaders first discovered the property.

For Consideration:
What do first-time visitors at your fellowship experience—and
how can you participate in welcoming them with Jesus’ love?
Visiting high school sophomores Treneka and Sheneka Gross climbed
into a van with CC Fredericksburg, VA’s youth group. Soon, all were
laughing and talking together. Treneka later
reflected, “We had a great time—riding along
with people we didn’t know. We felt very welcome.” Having first heard the Gospel months
prior, Treneka was a brand-new believer. Her
twin Sheneka, though militantly against her
sister’s newfound faith, had come along for fun.
Throughout the weeklong Christian music festival in 2002, Treneka recalled, “I remember
connecting well. I felt comfortable talking to
the leaders about my questions and the things I
Pastor Mark Ramirez
was learning through the Bible teachings.”

The new, larger sanctuary allows the church to hold two services instead of three.
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Twins Treneka, left, and Sheneka Gross greet two sisters. The women began attending CC Fredericksburg nearly a decade ago and have served in several different ministries.
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Confederate Richard Kirkland, known as
“The Angel of Marye’s Heights,” brought
water to wounded Union troops during
the Battle of Fredericksburg in 1862.

History of the Town

At a Sunday service, young men greet their midweek Bible study leader.

Hungry to Know God

Three older brothers display love to the
family’s youngest child.

Journeying with God

After beginning in 1984, CC Fredericksburg
met in various venues until moving into
their own building earlier this year. The
church has hosted CC Magazine’s offices
since the publication began in 1999, and the
fellowship provides the ministry with much
volunteer support and leadership.
Mark Ramirez assumed the senior pastor role in 2004 after attending since 1992.
Serving active duty with the U.S. Marine
Corps for 27 years, Mark had been relocated by the Corps to Georgia in 1997; but
just one year later, he received orders back
to northern Virginia—“which is unheard of,
to be moved back to someplace so quickly,”
Mark commented. “Of course, though we
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Mark prays for a mother and son in the fellowship hall. The new space provides
relationship-building opportunities.

didn’t recognize it then, it was all part of
God’s plan. He knew that I’d be pastoring
this church one day.”

A man’s heart plans his way, but
the Lord directs his steps.
Proverbs 16:9
Native Californians, Mark, his wife Dorothy,
and their five children experienced a gradual process of cultural adjustment. “Those
first few years were hard,” he chuckled. “I
had to adjust to the East Coast. In this area,
people interact with a mix of Southern hospitality and honest directness. And as a new
pastor, I took things personally at first. I
learned the hard way to have thick skin—but
a soft, gentle heart. Shepherds are like that,

with tough skin leathered by the elements
but tender hearts of concern for the sheep.
I have learned as a pastor that without that
tender heart of care, you will become unapproachable, bitter, and unloving.”
Mark noticed a strong bond develop among
congregants who participated in the recent
build-out process of the church’s new facility. “People rallied together to complete this
building. Many gave up Saturdays and weeknights to lay floors and to make and paint
the classrooms, offices, stage, and sound
booth,” he exclaimed. “It lasted for months
and was exhausting—but now the fruit is
a greater sense of ownership and renewed
excitement for ministry. We are a fellowship
in process of constant development by God.”

Growing up, reflected Treneka Gross, “I
was consumed by questions. I constantly
asked my parents and teachers why there’s
racism, hatred, and war. I wanted to know
the meaning of things. What’s my purpose? What’s the point of it all? I wondered.
Teachers told me, ‘You just live and die.’
But that’s not only hopeless, it doesn’t even
make sense!” After hearing the Gospel and
realizing it answered her questions by pointing to sin as the source of evil, to glorifying
God as humanity’s purpose, and to Jesus as
the solution to sin, Treneka committed herself to Christ as Savior and Lord. Attending
the music festival with CC Fredericksburg
shortly afterward, she became attracted to
Calvary Chapel’s verse-by-verse Bible teaching: “I was so hungry to know God. I read
the Bible constantly, but it was so hard to
understand! I loved the way they walked us
through the Bible and explained it,” Treneka
exclaimed. Sheneka, clarifying that she
desired only the social—not the spiritual—
aspects of youth group, soon began accompanying her twin to church. After two years
of Treneka and others’ prayer, Sheneka gave
her life to the Lord during their senior year
of high school.
Today, Treneka and Sheneka volunteer
together on Wednesday nights teaching
second- and third-grade children. “We get
really excited about the kids,” Treneka said.
“When I was their age, I didn’t know who
Jesus was. To tell them now that the Bible

is God’s Word, that it’s awesome—that He’s
awesome—is so cool. We want them to take
opportunity now to dive into the Bible and
get to know God.”

Learning and Walking it Out

When Kevin and Mandy McClelland first
visited CC Fredericksburg in 1998, “We
were looking for a church with small groups,
contemporary worship, strong Bible teaching, and a good children’s ministry” for
their 6-year-old son, Mandy recalled. “But
we couldn’t find it all.” Discouraged after
months of searching, Mandy emerged in
joyful tears after her first CC Fredericksburg
service. “We knew this was it,” she later
said. “Through the search, God showed us
that other things matter little compared to
whether God’s Word is honored and taught.”
Today the McClellands have six children,
including two adopted special-needs 3-yearolds from China, and Mandy leads the
church’s women’s ministry. “Seeing women
take head knowledge and walk it out is my
passion,” Mandy testified. “If we can quote
the Bible but are not obeying the Lord, our
knowledge is worthless. Life will be a vortex of the same problems repeated again and
again unless we apply what we hear from
God’s Word. I’m accountable to give women
practical tools that help them do something with what they know. And it’s amazing to watch a woman realize that her words
toward her husband have not been loving—
and to resolve to change that.”

The Fredericksburg area is known for some
of the deadliest battles of the Civil War. It
was located midway between the Union
and Confederate capitals: Washington, D.C.
and Richmond, VA, both 50 miles away.
The town sustained significant damage
from bombardment during the Battle
of Fredericksburg in 1862, and General
Robert E. Lee led the Confederate forces
here. In a subsequent battle west of town,
Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson was accidently shot by his own troops and later died.
Additional fighting raged in the area during
the next two years. Built on the fall line of
the Rappahannock River, Fredericksburg
remained a sphere of trade and port town
for goods from the west.
The area was also the boyhood home of
George Washington, who grew up across the
river from Fredericksburg. The University
of Mary Washington, named after George’s
mother, is located in the city. Today I-95,
the main north-south corridor from Maine
to Florida, runs through Fredericksburg.
The region is considered a commuter area,
with economic ties to Washington, D.C., the
Pentagon, Marine Corps Base Quantico, and
F.B.I. headquarters.

Fredericksburg, the boyhood home of
George Washington, hosts frequent
historical reenactments.
49

Fredericksburg, VA

Believers converse in the church’s fellowship hall after a Sunday morning service.

Women pray together during the church’s monthly prayer and communion service.

Betsy Ulibarri assists a young boy with his craft during Sunday school. Betsy and her husband Ron have led CC Fredericksburg’s children’s ministry for many years.

Trusting and Teaching

Because of her near-constant presence
in children’s ministry classrooms, Anna
Todara is known affectionately as “Miss
Anna” by children and adults throughout
CC Fredericksburg. Anna first visited the
church in 2002, while she was experiencing
an overwhelming personal struggle. During
a Sunday morning sermon, Anna was
impacted by King Hezekiah’s action upon
receiving a threatening letter from the powerful king of Assyria:
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Hezekiah received the letter from
the hand of the messengers and
read it; and Hezekiah went up to
the house of the Lord and spread
1 Kings 19:14
it before the Lord.
“At least weekly, if not daily, I would take
things [letters, documents, etc. that related
to her turbulent situation], lay them out
before the Lord, cry, and pray,” Anna said. “I
would say, ‘Lord, You see this. And I’m trusting You. I don’t know what to do, but I’m

trusting You to take care of it.’ And He did.
It wasn’t easy, but He walked me through
it. God does so many great things, and we
get used to it. Then it takes a glimpse of the
world’s ways and problems to remind us
how privileged we are to be under His care.
He’s so good to us.”
Anna now teaches a pre-kindergarten
class on Sundays, as well as leading the
Wednesday evening children’s program
which Treneka and Sheneka help teach.
Many kids from non-churchgoing families,

including 8-year-old Kaylee, come via CC
Fredericksburg’s community outreach ministry. “On Easter week, we covered Jesus’
crucifixion and resurrection in detail,” Anna
reminisced. “Kaylee was sitting on the edge
of her seat the whole time. When I invited
them to ask Jesus into their hearts at the end,
she wanted to. We all prayed together, and
there was an immediate change in her. She
became excited about the Lord and started
inviting friends. She grew in the Lord so
much before they moved away.”

The worship band, including Assistant Pastor John Hinson, center, leads in praise.
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“We are a fellowship
in process of constant
development by God.”

“Ministry is ... about loving people
because Jesus first loved us.” 		
Assistant Pastor John Hinson

Pastor Mark Ramirez

Young men lead other youth
group members in worship.

Middle and high school students stand poised for action during a game. This summer, the group studied Jesus’ seven “I Am” statements in the Gospel of John.

Youth work together in a race against other teams to construct a human pyramid.
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That year, Anna’s students memorized
2 Timothy 3:16, large portions of Psalm
119, and the order of the books of the
Bible. Though many had never opened a
Bible before, “By the year’s end, those kids
could find any Scripture,” Anna remarked.
“Watching them learn was phenomenal.”

administration, or even about teaching. It’s
about loving people because Jesus first loved
us. I must constantly remember the enormity of His love for me; and meanwhile,
empowered by the Holy Spirit, I become a
conduit of that love. That doesn’t sound profound, but living it out changes everything.”

It’s All About People

John is emerging from a hectic, harrying season of construction oversight. After
the church purchased a large facility in an
industrial park, John assumed responsibility for directing the structure—a shell
of a building—into a worship space with
classrooms and offices. As a result, “I’m
exhausted,” John said. “But throughout this
whole time, as I’ve devoted myself to building codes and appointments with enforcement inspectors, God has reminded me that
ministry is all about people. That was a season; people are what will last.”

Assistant Pastor John Hinson entered vocational ministry in 2000 as the church’s youth
pastor and worship leader. “Years ago, a
teenager who wore nothing but black came
to a youth group bonfire with all his CDs—
music that pulled him away from the Lord—
and tossed them in,” John remembered.
“Another high school guy resisted baptism
for months, saying he didn’t understand
why or how getting dunked under water
could matter. Then eventually, he came to
me wanting to be baptized. I asked if he was
sure, encouraging him not to do it just for
me. He replied that he would never do it just
for me—he wanted to! A few weeks later he
told me that since his baptism, he had been
getting more out of God’s Word than ever
before. Ministry is not about titles, events,

Amidst his exhaustion, John said that God
has increasingly become his source of
strength for ministry. “Recently I read Judges
8, and verse 5 describes Israel’s warriors
as exhausted—yet pursuing [the enemy].

A teen and youth leader greet before youth group.

When we’re tired, we’re tempted to prioritize comfort; but we’re commanded to fight
a spiritual battle. This building is located on
a Civil War battlefield. Now, 150 years later,
the battle is spiritual. We can’t settle back and
think we’ve arrived just because we have a
building now. We’re on a journey, and God
has more for us.”

MARYLAND

Washington, DC
Fredericksburg
Richmond
VIRGINIA

Fredericksburg is halfway between
Richmond, VA, and Washington, D.C.

For Reflection:
How can you continue to
pursue loving and serving
God, despite any exhaustion
in your life?

CC Fredericksburg, VA

www.ccfred.org
admin@ccfred.org
540-373-8683

Calvary Chapel Magazine highlights a
different church in each issue. We had
never before, however, featured the very
church where the publication began.
Nearing our 14th year of publication,
and as we moved with our church into
a new building, we sensed it was the
Lord’s timing to do so. We have also used
a photo timeline to document the magazine’s history of coverage. We hope that
the following pages display how the Lord
has woven the years of CC Magazine
into the fabric of His story.
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