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As a two-day conference for Cambodian
pastors ended this past January, more
than 60 voices shouted praises in Khmer
while mission trip members sang Jesus We
Enthrone You in the background. Pastor Bud
Stonebraker from South Shore Christian
Fellowship in Honolulu, HI, recalled, “I had
been asked to close [the event] in prayer,
but I was not ready for what happened next.
Every attendee came forward, knelt, and
surrendered to God in praise.” The leaders’
humility and recognition of their need for
the Lord reminded Bud of a biblical scene:
“Instantly, I mentally jumped to when John
the Baptist told Jesus, ‘I need to be baptized
by You’ (Matthew 3:14b). I silently asked for

Pastor Bud Stonebraker, center, and others observe a well being dug in southern Cambodia’s Takéo Province. Bud hopes to drill
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100 wells in the area’s rural villages.

grace and began to pray for them as I, too,
joined them on my knees,” he continued. “It
is both a calling and an honor to feed God’s
people with His Word. During prayer, I felt
the need to encourage them with the triumphant story of the fallen walls of Jericho—
illustrating how the Lord was breaking down
spiritual strongholds and setting them free
to worship Him in spirit and in truth.”

“But the hour is coming, and now is,
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth;
for the Father is seeking such to
John 4:23
worship Him.”

Pastor Travis Takamiya of CC Tokorozawa in Tokyo teaches at a pastors conference
that the mission team members from Japan and Hawaii held on their January trip.
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“The ground was dry, hard as clay, making it horrendously difficult to dig.
But by the end of the 10-day trip, two water wells had been constructed.”
Pastor Travis Takamiya

a semiautomatic, portable trailer-mounted
rig. The whole thing appeared to be held
together by sheer willpower alone.”
One well provides safe drinking water to
more than 200 people. Not only are current wells situated miles apart, but poor
drainage is a huge threat. Especially during
monsoon season, flood water mixes with
drinking water, resulting in illnesses that
are sometimes life-threatening—especially
to the young and elderly. Research has, in
fact, demonstrated sickness from waterborne microorganisms to be the fifth leading cause of death worldwide. Bud’s vision
of installing 100 water wells around the villages of AGHO, each engraved with a summary of the Gospel written in prayer form,
“helps close the gap between the physical
and spiritual need. It offers a true refreshment of the soul,” commented Travis.

44

John 4:13b-14

Making Disciples

Kit and his wife Ream
Carson have administrated
AGHO since 2006. During
these years, the orphanage
has
provided a home and
Kit Carson
family in a Christ-centered
environment to more than
35 sponsored children. Kit stated, “The
psalmist wrote, ‘For you have been my hope,
O Sovereign Lord, my confidence since my
youth’ (Psalm 71:5, NIV). It is our purpose
to raise these kids in the way they should go,
providing the hope to see past their worldly
troubles and to look toward our Lord. Only
He can restore peace to their souls.” The
couple’s future goals, he added, are to establish a church and a CC Bible College.
Jessica Shimomura of South Shore Christian
Fellowship spent seven months at AGHO

Khmer workers carry a concrete ring to be placed inside a new well in Takéo Province.

A year earlier, Bud Stonebraker had initiated
the 100 Wells Project. Driven by a desire to
provide a life-sustaining need to inhabitants
of the remote area surrounding A Greater
Hope Orphanage (AGHO), he and others had traveled to the children’s home in
Cambodia’s remote Takéo Province. Located
approximately 90 minutes south of the
nation’s capital city, Phnom Penh, AGHO
is an outreach of Calvary Chapel Fallbrook,
CA. There the group instituted the project—
a ministry venture aimed to drill 100 cleanwater wells in the region. While in Takéo
Province in both 2012 and 2013, the teams
also served the youngsters of AGHO and in
their communities—ministering alongside
the children themselves.

“Whoever drinks of this water
will thirst again. … But the water
that I [Jesus] shall give him will
become in him a fountain of water
springing up into everlasting life.”

Closing the Gap

Regarding well-drilling, “What seemed
impossible was made possible with God,”
declared 2013 team member Pastor Travis
Takamiya of Tokyo, Japan’s CC Tokorozawa.

“With God all things are possible.”

Matthew 19:26b

Though January typically offers great
weather across Southeastern Asia, it had
not rained in the area for days. “The ground
was dry, hard as clay, making it horrendously difficult to dig,” Travis continued.
“But by the end of the 10-day trip, two water
wells had been constructed. The drilling
was done by subcontracted villagers using

Local men use a drill to locate a water
source—the first step in well building.

Bud pours water from the second well
dug this year. Nine of 100 are finished.

A man rests after a day of intense labor.

beginning in the summer of 2012, ending
her time of service alongside the team. She
taught English, held Bible studies, and discipled children and villagers. During her stay,
Jessica was excited to witness the spiritual
growth of 17-year-old Tate. One day while
the two washed multitudes of clothes by
hand together, “Tate kept inquiring about
God’s nature and character, wanting to
know more of our Father,” she remembered.
“We dropped the clothes, picked up the Bible,
and began reading, ‘God so loved the world
that He gave’ (John 3:16a).” They ended
their conversation by praying for boldness
to testify of the Lord through their lives.

Praying always ... that utterance
may be given to me, that I may
open my mouth boldly to make
known the mystery of the gospel.
Ephesians 6:18-19

Youth Step Up

When Bud and the team arrived, Tate volunteered to interpret on outreaches. Jessica
commented, “In Khmer culture, children
and teens are typically shy around older
folks, especially foreigners. It was heartwarming to see a reserved young man overstep the cultural norm and express openness
to give his service.”

Team member Jesse Perez from South
Shore Christian Fellowship enthusiastically recounted riding out on motorbikes
between Cambodia’s rice fields to get to a
children’s worship service. “As awesome as
the scenery was, the real phenomenon took
place in a concrete building,” he described.
“There were about 30-40 kids sitting on a
bare concrete floor. It was an honor to teach
on Jonah and the whale—especially since
services are usually run entirely by the children. They do everything, from the worship to the teaching. Seeing the kids eager
to spread the Gospel makes me realize that
such ministries are not just helping children; they are training the future missionaries and church leaders of the country.”

45

Children from A Greater Hope Orphanage lead other youngsters in worship at a church plant in a village. Photo by Bud Stonebraker

Even now, the youngsters are ministering in
their communities, Jesse said. “One of the
AGHO kids took us to visit her relatives,” he
recalled. As a result of the girl’s witness and
God’s gradual work in the family’s lives, “The
girl’s aunt, a witch doctor, has acknowledged
that the God her niece serves is the true God,”
Jesse continued. “She [the aunt] welcomed us
in and allowed us to pray for her.”

our clever ideas.” Kit expressed sadness that
“Especially when seeking advice from local
pastors, the response I get seems to be based
on opinion rather than Scripture. However,
exposing my fellow brothers in Christ to
a modern-day personification of how the
early church did it, in keeping the apostle’s
doctrine, has refreshed and strengthened
the foundation of the local church.”

Deepening Biblical
Foundations

And they continued steadfastly in
the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and
Acts 2:42
in prayers.

During the pastors’ conference, Bud, Travis,
two other CC pastors from Japan, and a
Khmer interpreter expounded the Scriptures.
Their desire was to give local church leaders an understanding of biblical doctrine
that would enable them to steer clear of
sensationalist preaching, which Kit and his
father-in-law, Pastor Khan, said is unfortunately sometimes heard in the area. Pastor
Khan, who has founded more than 30 local
churches, orchestrated the conference and
invited the visiting pastors to show by example how to teach the Bible verse by verse.
Kit admitted, “I have a lot to learn; I don’t
have all the answers.” He is certain, however,
that as church leaders, “We are to teach and
preach His Word—the true Gospel, and not
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Lift Up Your Eyes

Today, only nine of the 100 wells have been
completed. Bud remarked, “As the church,
sometimes we need to hear the voice of
Jesus again, saying, ‘Lift up your eyes and
look at the fields, for they are already white
for harvest!’ (John 4:35b). Like His disciples,
we are often oblivious to the opportunities
around us. We are looking at all the things
surrounding us: our problems, our busy
lives, our situations. But we need to lift up
our eyes beyond these things. Jesus calls our
attention to the mission field, saying, ‘Look;
it is right there in front of you.’”

Travis balances a ball on his finger as
he plays with kids. Photo by Kit Carson
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