Pressing on with Compassion

in El Paso, TX

Story by Jessica Russell
Photos by Geraldine Wilkins, unless otherwise noted

Juarez, Mexico, can be seen in the
background of downtown El Paso.
Photo by Denis Tangney Jr.

James Martinez, then the custodian of CC
El Paso, TX, was busy mopping the church
floor one sunny afternoon in 1988. He was
happy to be working behind the scenes
at the church, as he had been doing since
he started attending in 1984. After he finished cleaning, he put away his supplies
and walked down the hall to return home
and retire for the night. On his way out, he
noticed that the church elders were having
a meeting, so he stuck his head into their
office to wave goodbye. To James’ surprise,
the men, who had been discussing an issue,
asked James for his thoughts on the matter.
“I gave my opinion, and they listened to it,”
James remembered. The next thing James
knew, church leadership was offering him
a position as the administrative pastor—he
accepted. “I never wanted to be in leadership
or ministry,” he admitted. James first met
CC El Paso’s senior pastor, Charlie Flores,
when they were in college together. “My
two sons, Sean and Sam, were always telling
us, ‘We want to go to Charlie’s church.’ My
sons grew up at ‘Charlie’s church,’ and now
they are both on staff here,” James said. “I’ve
learned so much under Pastor Charlie—his
teaching style is tremendous, and he’s been
a wonderful leader.”
During the latter part of the Jesus Movement
of the 1960s-70s, Charlie gave his life to
the Lord. He received cassette tapes of
Chuck Smith’s Bible teachings and began to
immerse himself in them. As he matured
spiritually and attended church meetings, he
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Charlie teaches from the Book of
Genesis on a Sunday morning.

Calvary Chapel El Paso, TX’s Pastor Charlie Flores, right, greets Claude Butler, left, and
became passionate about evangelism. “It was
a matter of wanting to lead others to the Lord
Jesus. Then, once people were established,
to give them solid Bible teaching,” Charlie
shared. He began leading a Bible study in
El Paso started by Bob Ortega, senior pastor of CC Las Cruces in New Mexico. The
study outgrew the house they were meeting
in, and in 1984 CC El Paso was started.
Just a few miles to the south of El Paso,
in Juarez, Mexico, drug trafficking and
other criminal activities erupt daily into

violence and murder. Though believers at
CC El Paso are not directly affected by the
danger, their love of Christ spills over the
border. “It’s about how we live our lives,
letting the love God gave us through the
work of Jesus on the cross come forth in
action—that’s how we’re going to become
passionate and begin to serve one another,”
Charlie said. The fellowship supports multiple missionaries working in Juarez by
providing food from the church food bank
and taking trips to help with physical labor
whenever they can.

Sandy Ham, center, after a church service.

God’s Love in Action

Rose Alvarado was a wife and mother of
newborn twin girls when her family started
attending CC El Paso in 1985. Between taking care of her family and working a fulltime job at a bank, she often found herself
skipping church functions and leaving
socializing on Sundays to her husband. But
in 1995, when the doctor diagnosed her husband with lung cancer, life began to change.
Her husband passed away two years later,
and Rose was devastated. “I would go home
after work and say to my girls, ‘I can’t do this.’

Ceci Flores, right, Pastor Charlie’s wife, converses with other women at CC El Paso.
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El Paso, TX

Children use their hands to express lyrics to a praise song. Every Sunday, the church’s youngsters participate in a worship service

But God gave me the strength that I needed.
I would remember Psalm 30:5b, ‘Weeping
may endure for a night, but joy comes in
the morning,’ and God would help me keep
going,” Rose said.

Then Job arose, tore his robe, and
shaved his head; and he fell to the
ground and worshiped. … The
Lord gave, and the Lord has

taken away; blessed be the name
Job 1:20-21b
of the Lord.
Pastor James offered Rose a job working
in the church office, and she has been the
church secretary since 1998. “Without my
pastor and staff here, I don’t know what
would have happened to us,” Rose reflected.
“I could have sat in the corner and sulked,
but Pastor Charlie took me under his wing;

the pastors were there to listen, counsel, and
just be there for me.” Since then, Rose has
used her experiences of losing her husband
and battling her own breast cancer that
came two years later to comfort others. “I’ve
been able to share with other women, and
if I can’t say anything to them, I’m there to
be a shoulder to cry on,” Rose said. “Even
through trials and tribulations God has
always been there; He takes care of the widows and orphans.”

“It was a matter of wanting to lead others to the Lord Jesus.
Then, once people were established, to give them solid Bible teaching.”
Pastor Charlie Flores
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for kids before dispersing to their classrooms for a Bible lesson.

A Sunday school teacher calls on her students to share what
they learned by studying Zechariah 9.

Serving Food and Fellowship

A few years ago, Dan and Marissa
Hernandez noticed that congregants were
quickly dispersing after church each Sunday.
The couple felt compelled by the words of
Hebrews 10:25a, “not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some.” So they started Calvary Café
in 2009. The ministry provides an opportunity for extended fellowship and serves
food donated and prepared by volunteers.
“One hundred percent of the café’s proceeds
go back into other church ministries,” Dan
commented. “This past weekend, we conducted a fundraiser to send the youth to a
weeklong retreat in Mexico.” Now people
linger after church, sometimes for hours.
Dan said that he often sees teenagers hanging out together in the café, eating chicharrones—pork rinds in chile sauce—or nachos.

Intently listening to a Bible story, children at CC El Paso learn about Jesus.
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Daniel Rodriguez, left, prays with a family before Sunday worship. The fellowship has services in both English and Spanish.

Encouraging the Youth

For six months, CC El Paso’s Youth Pastor
Sam Martinez sent Brittany Ingram encouraging text messages with a Bible verse or a
plea to return to Jesus. Brittany had been
part of the youth group until her struggle
with sin became overwhelming and she ran
away. “She never responded to my messages. I almost began thinking that I should
leave her alone,” Sam said. “Then one day,
I got a call from her younger sister saying
that Brittany had returned home and things
were different with her now.” Brittany had
hit an all-time low, and not knowing where
else to turn, she went home. “She said that
she appreciated the fact that the church
never turned its back on her,” Sam added.
Eventually, Brittany returned to Christ and
began sharing God’s redeeming love with
other young people at CC El Paso. Now out
of high school, she works with Sam in the
youth ministry and disciples teens.

Receive, please, instruction from
His mouth, and lay up His words
in your heart. If you return to the
Almighty, you will be built up; you
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will remove iniquity far from your
tents. ... For then you will have
your delight in the Almighty, and
lift up your face to God.
Job 22:22-23, 26
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El Paso and Juarez are separated by the
Rio Grande river, part of which forms a
portion of Texas and Mexico’s border.

CC El Paso, TX

www.calvarychapelelpaso.com
info@calvarychapelelpaso.com
915-855-4565

Hortencia Bazan, left, and Renee Flores
greet each other in the church lobby.

