Till We Meet Again
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Photos: Thousands gathered at the Honda Center in Anaheim, CA, on
October 27, 2013, to celebrate Pastor Chuck Smith’s life and legacy.
The evening included tributes from several pastors as well as times of
praise and worship. Pastor Chuck’s grandson, Charlo Brodersen, sang at
the memorial.
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Left: Mike MacIntosh, far left, prays for Greg Laurie,
left of center, as Greg prepares to share how Chuck
impacted his life. On Greg’s knee sits the very Bible
he used during the Jesus Movement, which has
handwritten margin notes Greg composed while
listening to Chuck teach God’s Word in the 1970s.
Below: Many tribute attendees appreciated Chuck’s love
for athletics. Football is one of many sports played by
CC Costa Mesa high school students.

Prayer Paved the Way—Greg Laurie
When Greg Laurie rang the Smiths’ doorbell one afternoon in the late 1960s, the long-haired and barefooted
high school student had come to show Chuck the fruit
of his labors that day in art class. Greg had captured
Chuck’s Sunday message in cartoons, which the pastor
immediately spotted as the solution to Calvary Chapel’s
search for a tract that appealed to hippies. The fellowship quickly printed 10,000 copies; volunteers hand-cut,
stapled, and handed them out on nearby streets that very
night. Over time, the church produced more than half a
million of the tracts.
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Such was Greg and Chuck’s first meeting. But unbeknownst to the young man, their introduction was
preceded by Kay’s prayers. During a 2012 interview, Greg
recounted to Chuck: “[In the 1960s], there would be hippie kids who would walk back and forth in front of your
house. They were on drugs, and she prayed for them,”
Greg explained. “When I found out where you lived,
years later, I said, ‘Kay, I was one of those kids.’ There was
a kid I knew—we used to go get high in his house—and
we would walk right in front of your house” on their way,
not knowing who the Smiths were. After a harrowing experience with an LSD overdose nearly killed Greg, he felt
reluctantly drawn toward his high school’s “Jesus People.”

He soon committed to following Jesus as Lord and began
attending Calvary Chapel.
In the 1970s, Greg began leading a Bible study in nearby
Riverside, CA, that eventually became Harvest Christian
Fellowship. Then in 1990, at Chuck’s encouragement,
Greg started holding stadium-style evangelism events
called Harvest Crusades. Throughout the decades, he
continued to value Chuck’s leadership and example—as
in 1992 when they were in Hawaii for a Harvest event:
“All was going well when we were awoken by the news of
a powerful storm, Hurricane Iniki, approaching,” Greg
recalled. “We were told of massive tsunami waves that

were potentially coming our way.” When Greg knocked
on Chuck’s door that day, “He was cooking stew, and he
was cool and collected. While everyone else was panicking, Chuck was relaxed, and it just amazed us all,” Greg
recounted. “The local Christian radio station there on
Oahu called and asked Chuck to pray [on the air], which
he did. He confidently reminded people that God was
in control and they need not worry.” Later in the day,
“Chuck’s calmness spread to us all, and we took off to the
highest point so we could see the massive waves coming—which never did happen. So Chuck and I spent the
rest of the day playing tennis—he won. This, to me, is a
picture of Chuck: Calm in the midst of chaos.”
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The Heart of a Pastor
Reflections by Lloyd Pulley

Following Chuck’s Lead
Reflections by Pancho Juarez

Pastor Chuck was a tremendous example, mentor,
and a friend who was never too busy for me. I can
still hear his deep voice proclaiming, when I would
call him for advice, “It’s just a bump in the road!” His
keen discernment and steady leadership kept Calvary
Chapel grounded in truth. Chuck attributed that to
the power of the Word of God. “Most pastors teach
from the Bible,” he said, “but few teach the Bible.” He
charged pastors to make sure our people were well
taught and well loved.

It wasn’t his accolades; it was what he embodied. Pastor Chuck emanated grace, forgiveness, and humility,
which later set the foundation for me when I became
a pastor. I gave my life to Christ at Calvary Chapel
Costa Mesa in 1975 and watched Chuck teach from
the heart and be used of God to change lives. His legacy goes beyond a brick and mortar building, or the
people he impacted for God’s kingdom—his legacy
illuminates the way forward for the many Christians
who followed his lead.

When people would try to put him on a pedestal, he
would reply, “I am just a spectator watching God
work through His Word.” He was a father figure to
many fatherless men, including me. He knew that every soul was precious in the eyes of the Father. That
was the true heart of the pastor we lost. Pastor Chuck
reached us because he loved us like Jesus.
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Imitate me, just as I
also imitate Christ.
1 Corinthians 11:1

Upper left: Pastors and their wives laugh as Don McClure shares humorous stories from his years of ministry alongside
Pastor Chuck at CC Costa Mesa.
Upper Right: Joey Buran, left, shakes hands with Don McClure as Brian Brodersen watches.
Lower Left: Cheryl Brodersen gives a poignant and moving testimony about her father, Chuck Smith.
Lower right: Englishmen Alwyn Wall, right, and Malcolm Wild bring back memories from their early years of Christian
music. Both currently pastor churches and often played at CC Costa Mesa in the late 1970s.
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