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Cross to Light and the Haiti Bible Training Center
help people escape from spiritual darkness

time. Before long, the congregation and
their leader renounced voodoo and surrendered to Christ. Leo graduated from HBTC
and has since started a new church in CapHaitien, a city on Haiti’s north coast.
Nine months after a 7.0 earthquake hit
Haiti in 2010, Brian took his first trip to the
small Caribbean country. “I remember having never seen such physical and spiritual
poverty,” he commented. Makeshift houses
lined the dirt-laden streets. Dust permeated
the air as children walked barefoot through
tent cities. Desperate people looked for food
to fill their bloated stomachs. In the midst of
devastation, “People were finally giving up
on voodoo after trusting in it for more than
200 years,” Brian said. “They were crushed
because voodoo hadn’t rescued them like
they thought it would. People were coming to the Lord right and left.” Brian had
been a pastor at CC Costa Mesa, CA, after
completing the school of ministry there.
Then in 2005, he and a small group started
Cross to Light (CTL), a ministry that seeks
to help people cross from spiritual darkness
into the light of the Gospel. Through evangelism, discipleship, and Bible distribution,
CTL shares the message of salvation through
Jesus Christ with people around the world.
During his first trip to Haiti, Brian felt a
need for long-term ministry in the nation.
He saw that there were many physical relief
organizations, but few providing spiritual

relief. And when he realized how great the
spiritual needs were, Brian took CTL to the
country’s capital, Port-au-Prince.

“To open their eyes, in order to
turn them from darkness to light,
and from the power of Satan to
God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance
among those who are sanctified by
Acts 26:18
faith in Me.”
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Illuminating

It was 3:00 a.m., and Leo Azilien was
disrupted from sleep—once again. His
neighbors often held late-night voodoo
services, during which a congregation of
people would gather to practice their rituals. Despite the interference this brought
to Leo’s rest, he was overcome with a burden to reach his neighbors with Christ’s
love. So out of compassion, he decided to
bring them a gift. With the help of Brian
McDaniel, who founded the Haiti Bible
Training Center (HBTC) in Port-Au-Prince,
he made a peace offering to the voodoo congregation—wooden benches constructed by
men at the training center. Elated by his
kindness, the leader of the voodoo church
agreed to let Leo teach the group about
the Bible. Soon a weekly Bible study was
underway, and many people enthusiastically began to learn about Jesus for the first

Through CTL, Brian developed HBTC,
which was designed to be a school of ministry for young Haitian men desiring to go
into Christian leadership. As students work
through the one-year program, they spend
numerous hours studying God’s Word verse
by verse with visiting pastors. Then they
take their studies to the streets—to tell others about the healing power of Jesus. During
the year, pupils become equipped to live the
life of a pastor or missionary: preparing to
be sent out into deeper parts of their home
country as ambassadors of Christ.

And the things that you have heard
from me among many witnesses,
commit these to faithful men who
will be able to teach others also.
2 Timothy 2:2

Top: Heather Noriega of CC Cornerstone in Howell, NJ, visits an orphanage.
Left: Brian McDaniel, center, shares the Gospel at the Cross to Light (CTL) compound
while Leo Azilien interprets into Haitian Creole. Leo is a graduate of the Haiti Bible
Training Center and now pastors a new church plant in the mountains.
Above: Colin Thompson from CC Cornerstone teaches the Bible to local men at CTL.
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For this reason we also thank God
without ceasing, because when you
received the word of God which
you heard from us, you welcomed
it not as the word of men, but as it
is in truth, the word of God, which
also effectively works in you who
1 Thessalonians 2:13
believe.
Set the Captives Free

Joseph Anthony, another HBTC graduate, went on to start a church in Onaville,
a northeast suburb of Port-au-Prince.

Joseph’s friend worked in a nearby prison
and invited him to speak to the prisoners.
“It’s very difficult for anyone to get access
inside the prisons because of their poor
conditions, but the Lord gave us an open
door,” Brian explained. Joseph, Brian, and
a team of believers from the U.S. arrived
at the facility and were granted 10 minutes
inside. The team split up into four groups—
one group for each holding cell of 80
prisoners. Each group stood at a cell door
and proclaimed the forgiveness of sins
that comes through believing in Jesus as
Lord and Savior. Brian remembered, “You
could hear the prisoners saying the sinner’s

prayer at the end.” Each inmate was then
given a Gospel of John.
From that experience, Brian and the HBTC
students were able to go back to that prison
several times. They also received an invitation to go to the women’s prison in Port-auPrince, where they shared the good news of
Christ and distributed the Gospel of John
and hygiene kits to more than 100 women.
One day, as Brian led a team into the women’s prison, a man dressed in a suit and
tie followed them inside. He stayed back,
observed the happenings, and then followed Brian out when they were finished. “I
like what I saw in there,” the man remarked
to Brian. He then introduced himself as the
minister in charge of all prisons in Haiti.
He gave Brian an open invitation to take
teams into any of the prisons, whenever he
would like to.
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“Those men coming out of the training center are some of the best biblically taught,”
said CC Pastor David Zamora of Living
Way Christian Fellowship in Fontana, CA.
“So many amazing teachers are coming
from Calvary Chapels to teach them God’s
Word.” David recounted that on his first
trip to visit HBTC for its grand opening in
February of 2011, “I went to teach the first
class at the training center. I was teaching
through the book of Genesis—I taught for
five hours straight. They would not let me
go to my room. They kept saying, ‘Tell me
more. Tell me more.’ Their hunger for the
Word keeps drawing me back.”

Seeing the Miraculous

David Zamora and members of his church
in California make trips to HBTC frequently. Since 2011, Living Way Christian
Fellowship has made three 10-day visits to
the training center. Once while trekking
down an unpaved, chalky street of Port-auPrince, David and Brian were stopped by
an ill woman. “We were asked to pray for a
woman who had a lump the size of a softball on her neck. I wanted to pray for her,”
David remembered. “But I was afraid to
touch her because this was about the time
of the cholera outbreak. God convicted me
immediately though, and I put my hands on

Upper left: Two mothers and their
children enjoy dinners prepared at CTL.
Lower left: Brian welcomes families to
CTL to hear the Gospel and receive
a warm meal. Believers from CC
Cornerstone spent a week in Haiti and
helped organize the outreach.
Center: Eager Haitian women line up in
a local market to receive the Gospel
of John. AJ Dooley of CC Cornerstone
distributed the books, and Brian
preached about hope through Jesus.
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“Teams of Americans come to HBTC to help
with orphan ministry, building projects,
evangelism, medical outreaches, and to put
on VBS programs for the children,” reported
Brandy Lee, CTL’s administrator. After serving in Haiti, many people leave with a revitalized excitement to live more rightly with
God and serve in their home churches, and
many eventually return to Haiti to continue
serving there.
Sean Boivin from Cornerstone Calvary
Chapel (CCC) in Howell, NJ, made his
first trip to HBTC in early 2011. While
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walking to the center one day, Sean met
a man named Gadson, who was sitting
alongside the well-worn road. “After conversing with him for several minutes, we
presented him with the Gospel, and he
immediately became estranged. He told us
that he was already a Christian,” Sean recollected. “We told him that we were going
to hold him accountable to his profession
as a Christian and disciple him over the
next few weeks.” The team laid hands on
Gadson to pray for him. “As we continued to pray, his demeanor changed completely. He was no longer combative but
seemingly repentant. He fell down to his
knees and lifted his hands and cried out
to the Lord Jesus for help,” Sean continued.
“The oppression and resistance around us
ceased as he yielded himself to Christ. A

few months later, I saw him on a subsequent trip. Both he and his wife testified to
God’s healing in his life and their marriage.”
Another day, Sean and the team spent
time at the Child Hope orphanage for a
special earthquake anniversary service.
“It was heartbreaking to hear the stories
that these children of 8 and 9 years were
sharing of devastation and despair,” Sean
began. “The thought that these youth had
suffered so much in one day made me
quiver. Yet equally impactful was the fact
that these same kids testified to the goodness of their heavenly Father to see them
through this tragedy. I felt so helpless, yet
ever-so-thankful that God was indeed the
Almighty who would continue to provide
for them daily.”

And my God shall supply all your
need according to His riches in
glory by Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:19
Sean returned home to New Jersey and
shared his experiences with his pastor, Chris
McCarrick. Chris subsequently traveled to
Haiti to see the ministry happening there for
himself. “He was touched by the Spirit on
that trip,” Sean said, “and our church is now
heavily involved with the ministry at HBTC.
Our congregation has been impacted by the
testimonies brought back from our mission
teams of God’s providence and everlasting
love among the Haitian people.”
Since the earthquake in 2011, HBTC has
graduated 15 students—and through those

students, 8 new churches have been started.
“The people were humbled after the earthquake. Many of them prayed and turned
from voodoo for its lack of ability to bring
hope and peace to their lives,” Brandy
Lee observed. “I believe that the Lord is
working in Haiti because they did what 2
Chronicles 7:14 tells us to do. The people
were humbled, began to pray and seek
God’s face, and are turning from their sin.
Now they are seeing how God is healing
their land.”

My soul shall make its boast in the
Lord; the humble shall hear of it
and be glad. ... I sought the Lord,
and He heard me, and delivered
me from all my fears. Psalm 34:2, 4

Cross to Light

www.crosstolight.com
admin@crosstolight.com
888-412-7677

Cross to Light

her and prayed for her. And God healed her
right before my eyes. The lump went away
right then and there. … I was humbled. My
prayer life was radically changed that day.”

Left: Leo Azilien leads worship at CTL.
Below: Joseph Anthony, a graduate of
Haiti Bible Training Center, hugs Brian
in front of a new church plant in a
northeast suburb of Port-au-Prince.
Bottom right: Katelyn Packard of
CC Cornerstone plays with local
neighborhood kids.
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