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A Word Fitly Spoken
Conference in Hawaii encourages believers
Story by Jessica Russell
Photos by Kerry Taylor

Dawnie Bear had just decided that he was ready for a career change and applied to a
construction company. Doubts raced through his mind, and fear seized him as he worried
about his future. He wondered, What if I don’t get the job and my current employer fires me
for what I wrote on this application? As Dawnie was driving later that day, he rode past CC
Honolulu, HI, and was distracted from his doubts by the mass of cars in the church parking
lot. It must be the leaders’ conference, he thought. “My heart
envisioned the beauty of leaders who dedicate their lives to
bring people to Christ, worshiping together. In an instant,
the thoughts of uncertainty and defeat fled from my mind
and heart,” Dawnie expressed. Though he wasn’t able to
attend the conference, Dawnie was comforted and later told
Pastor Bill Stonebraker of CC Honolulu that his faith was
strengthened just in knowing that believers were gathered at
Retired Army General Jerry Boykin
speaks on the end times.
the church.

Bill baptizes a believer at the church.
Pastor Bill Stonebraker of CC Honolulu, HI, offers baptism to attendees outside of the facility. Bill began the first Calvary Chapel
in Hawaii in 1982, and now there are 30. CC Honolulu has hosted the How to Walk conference for 30 years.
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Parking attendants guide new arrivals to the church. Many activities are held
outside the facility because of the island’s tropical climate.
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So rend your heart, and not your
garments; return to the Lord your

Hawaii

Honolulu attendee, Ron, to plead with his
friend to accompany him. Ron’s friend had
been in the military when he was younger
and had once considered himself a follower
of Christ. Then, after being disappointed by
other believers, he had renounced his faith.
He attended the outreach, was moved by
General Boykin’s message, and was encouraged to reconcile his life with God. “The last
thing Ron expected was for his friend to
come to church, let alone return to Christ,”
Shawn Goodson from CC Honolulu noticed.
“By the looks on people’s faces and tears in
their eyes, I could tell that what the speakers
were saying at the conference and outreach
was hitting home with a lot of people.”

God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great
kindness; and He relents from
Joel 2:13
doing harm.
Like many locals, Greg Erich, who serves
in CC Honolulu’s men’s ministry, attends
the conference every year. “It’s a great time
of being filled with the things of the Lord,”
Greg reflected. One workshop that Greg
attended during the pastor and leaders’
seminar inspired him to rely on the Holy
Spirit in ministry work. “When we go into
ministry, we need to expect the Lord to do
something. It’s not about what I can do; it’s
about what God can do,” Greg elaborated.
“This year’s conference was a reminder to
me to slow down, listen to the Lord, and
refocus on Him.”

Pastors Ricky Ryan and Bill Stonebraker
share a laugh between Bible teachings.
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The worship team leads believers in praise. Speakers later encouraged listeners to live for Jesus.

Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of mercies and God of all comfort.
2 Corinthians 1:3

CC Honolulu’s
Annual Conference

In the summer of 1982, CC Honolulu was
meeting under a tent in a park for their
church service. Peacocks graced the area,
and ushers shooed guinea pigs out of the
aisles as Pastor Bill Stonebraker taught
Scripture to those gathered. Today, after
their humble beginnings, about 30 other
Calvary Chapels have sprung up throughout
the lush islands of Hawaii. Once a year, the
churches come together for a time of Bible
teaching, encouragement, and outreach at
the annual How to Walk conference. The
event is hosted by CC Honolulu.
Last year marked the 30th anniversary of
the conference, and to kick off the event, a
recorded message from Pastor Chuck Smith
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was played to welcome attendees. The conference emphasized “A Word Fitly Spoken”
from Proverbs 25:11. Bill explained, “The
world is radically trending downward, and
the effects are felt universally.” In light of
that, the believers focused on how people
should live in a compromised world. Then,
there were three days specifically geared
for pastors and church leaders, where they
studied the pattern of the early Christian
church from the Book of Acts. The conference also included four nights of End Times
Outreach, during which the attendees had
an opportunity to hear about God’s plan for
the world and how to respond to His invitation for redemption.

A word fitly spoken is like apples
of gold in settings of silver.
Proverbs 25:11

Returning to Jesus

With multiple military bases on the island of
Honolulu, many people near the church have

Pastor Ricky Ryan, leader of CC affiliate
Kumulani Chapel, welcomes a friend.

connections to the armed forces. Featured
speaker retired Army General Jerry Boykin,
teaching at the End Times Outreach, drew
many listeners. Attendees were encouraged
to invite their friends and family to the concluding end times event, prompting one CC

Pastor Raul Ries of CC Golden Springs in Diamond Bar, CA, listens to an attendee share how she came to know Christ as Lord.
Raul was a conference speaker, and others included Pastors Mike MacIntosh, Jeff Johnson, Ricky Ryan, and Bill Stonebraker.
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