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Letting Your Light Shine

Churches Serving in Love to
Survivors of Philippines Typhoon

Story by Jessica Russell
Photos by Cisco Velasco, unless otherwise noted

As water from the Pacific Ocean violently crashed into the Philippines
on November 8, 2013, cities were demolished, possessions were washed
away, and lives were forever changed. One woman, an attendee of a
Calvary Chapel church on the east coast of the Philippine island of Samar,
had only moments to react. After they heard the forecast, the woman
and her children evacuated to City Hall, the sturdiest structure in their
community. However, when Typhoon Haiyan (also known as Yolanda)
hit, waves slammed through the building and sent people swimming for
their lives. She knew that she only had time to grab one child and flee to
safety before they would all be carried away in the storm. The woman
took hold of her youngest, knowing that she would never see the others
again. But in her moment of despair, her pastor, Jerome of U-Turn for
Christ CC Hernani, jumped into the waves, grabbed her other children,
and swam them to refuge.
“They were in shock,” recalled Pastor Gerry Brown of CC Romoland,
CA, after ministering in the Philippines just days after the devastating

Left: An elderly woman, still dazed by the destruction the
typhoon caused, walks away after receiving food and a Bible.
Brian Dupont, missions pastor at CC High Desert in Hesperia, CA,
hands out Bibles in the background. Photo by Isabel Hill
Above: Pastor Gerry Brown of CC Romoland, CA, prays with a
believer in the Philippines. Gerry arrived to do relief work in the
devastated island nation a few days after the typhoon struck.
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typhoon wrecked much of the east side of
the island, killing more than 6,000 people.
“We lost several members of the church, who
we had spent time with just a few months
earlier,” Gerry said. “The people were in
shock from their houses and everything
they owned being destroyed; they were in
great despair and hopelessness.” In addition to pastoring, Gerry oversees multiple churches in the Philippines under a
ministry he founded called U-Turn for
Christ—a live-in discipleship program
for people who battle substance abuse. In
1998, he began sending U-Turn graduates
to start churches in the Philippines, where
Gerry’s brother Ron serves as a CC missionary. Since then, Gerry has regularly
made trips there to encourage, train, and
evangelize. In November, after the typhoon
struck, he caught the first available flight
out of California. He explained, “We were
very concerned because on the east coast
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of the island, we have three churches and
a Bible college. But we didn’t have any contact with them because all communication
was knocked out.” Three days later, Gerry
and his team arrived on Samar and began
ministry alongside local Philippine U-Turn
for Christ Calvary Chapel churches. The
U-Turn for Christ ministry housed teams
of volunteers from the U.S., and together
believers rebuilt churches and homes and
installed water purification systems while
sharing the Gospel.

By this we know love, because He
laid down His life for us. And we
also ought to lay down our lives
for the brethren. But whoever has
this world’s goods, and sees his
brother in need, and shuts up his
heart from him, how does the love
of God abide in him? 1 John 3:16-17

Solid Rock
In God is my salvation and my
glory; the rock of my strength, and
my refuge, is in God. Trust in Him
at all times, you people; pour out
your heart before Him; God is a
Psalm 62:7-8
refuge for us. Selah.
“There was a house that had washed up,
been carried with the water, and ended up
sideways on top of a pile of rubble,” Pastor
Ted Leavenworth of Reliance Church in
Temecula, CA, noticed as he drove via
motorcycle through Hernani. Ted and his
team of five men arrived in the Philippines
shortly after Gerry landed. Astonished at
the destruction, Ted remembered Jesus’
words to His disciples: “Therefore whoever
hears these sayings of Mine, and does them,
I will liken him to a wise man who built his

house on the rock: and the rain descended,
the floods came, and the winds blew and
beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it
was founded on the rock” (Matthew 7:2425). The believers encouraged locals to put
their faith in Jesus so they could have spiritual rest. “We were encountering people
who were coming to the realization that the
things they had trusted in for so long had
failed them.” The team joined the efforts of
U-Turn to restore—both physical structures
and broken hearts.

Therefore, since we are receiving a
kingdom which cannot be shaken,
let us have grace, by which we may
serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. Hebrews 12:28
The workers visited several barangays, or
villages, on the island, where they reassured

the people that God loves them. “We went
into this one barangay, which had not
received relief yet,” Ted shared. “The people
were desperate and starving, so we immediately started cooking rice and beans and
giving out clothing.” As believers were preparing the food, a distressed woman came
through the meal line. Her worn, ragged
footwear barely sufficed as shoes anymore. When one of the servers realized
this, “Without hesitation, she kicked off
her brand-new sandals, gave them to the
woman without even stopping her work,
and put the woman’s tattered shoes on her
own feet,” Ted remembered. “I don’t think
she knew anyone saw her do it—she was a
real servant of Christ.”

Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in
lowliness of mind let each esteem
others better than himself. Let

Top left: Four pastors pray together. They
are, left to right: Ken Pascua of CC Lone
Mountain in Las Vegas, NV; Tim Wylie
of CC Costa Mesa, CA; Jerome of U-Turn
for Christ CC Hernani, Philippines; and
Gerry Brown of CC Romoland, CA, and
director of U-Turn for Christ.
Above: Pastor Jerome laughs with
children from his church. A few days
earlier, Jerome rescued two of the kids
from the ocean as they were swept out.
Photo by Gerry Brown

Left: Dyma of nearby CC Dumaguete
gives a package of rice and clothing
to a local man. Many people were left
homeless and without food after the
deadly storm.
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Covered from head to toe in dirt and sweating from a hard day of physical labor, Pastor
Tony Neal of Calvary Creekside in Everson,
WA, and his team were partnering with
U-Turn for Christ to train locals at the
orphanage in Hernani about water purification. The facility, which normally houses 40
kids, had also become home to 20 displaced
families, as it was one of the few structures
still standing in the aftermath of the typhoon.
When Gerry noticed a mother holding a
newborn, he paused the training and suggested that Tony pray for her baby. The
woman extended her arms toward Tony and
happily passed her child to him. “She handed
me this little boy by the name of Dwayne. We
stood in the middle of the group of people
and had a service. It was a sweet time—God’s
presence was clearly there,” Tony shared.
“She gave us the opportunity to pray for her
and for the ongoing protection of her son.
The service became a time where the prayer
itself was evangelistic—focusing on God’s
abundant grace and sacrificial death.” Tony
explained that the relief work was an avenue
for sharing the love of Christ.

Meanwhile, the Reliance and U-Turn teams
played with the children as families flocked
to the area. Eventually, the believers shared
some good news with the people: Jesus loves
them so much that He died to pay for their
sins—that they might have a future and a
hope if they would trust in Him as Lord and
Savior. “Many people came to the Lord that
day,” Gerry said. “I stood up afterward and
explained that they needed to be in a Bibleteaching church now so that they could be
discipled. From different parts of the crowd,
I heard, ‘We don’t have a church!’” U-Turn
for Christ planted their eighth Philippine
Calvary Chapel that Sunday. Despite their
location—on torn-up concrete in the open
air—“More than 200 adults came to the first
service,” Ted added.

Overcoming Fears

U-Turn for Christ CC Lalawigan, located
about an hour away from Hernani, served
as the base for visiting mission teams.
Their first Sunday on the island, Ted’s team
helped with the church service. The believers sensed that they should offer a baptism,
but when they did, only one elderly woman
sheepishly raised her hand to be immersed.
Ted shared, “The Lord spoke to my heart,
telling me that there were more people who
wanted to, but they were afraid. We told
them not to be afraid, and soon, a couple
dozen people came forward. It turned out
that they were afraid of the ocean, which
had just killed many of their people.”
Once he overcame his fear, 12-year-old
Jumar was eager to be baptized. Gerry was
thrilled to baptize the boy he had met many
years earlier. “Jumar started showing up in
Lalawigan at four years old. He would come
around to sell spices to the people there,” Ted
explained. “He shared that his father had
been killed. So their hearts were broken for
him and the church began to minister to
him.” Eventually, Jumar and his family joined
the fellowship. After the typhoon hit, Jumar
went to church. Ted continued, “We were
mixing cement by hand and Jumar was right
there with us, working his tail off—he just
wanted to serve the Lord with everyone else.”
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“So now, brethren, I commend you
to God and to the word of His grace,

Top: Harold Fleeger plays a game with children. A part of U-Turn for Christ in
Arizona, Harold traveled to the Philippines with others from the program.
Above: Gerry, left, and Darius Mariano, children’s ministry pastor at Reliance
Church in Temecula, CA, baptize a local believer.
Bottom right: A devastating typhoon that killed more than 6,000 people in the
Philippines left many neighborhoods desolate.
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Pure Water

each of you look out not only for
his own interests, but also for the
interests of others. Philippians 2:3-4

Philippines

which is able to build you up and
give you an inheritance among all
those who are sanctified.” Acts 20:32
Beacons of Light

After 9/11, a desire began to grow within the
Creekside believers to bring aid after disasters. The fellowship formed a ready-to-go
team consisting of a nurse and construction
workers—specifically focused on bringing
water purification systems to those in need.
When they received news of the catastrophe
in the Philippines, they quickly dispatched.
“It’s a huge deal to have clean water,” explained
Tony. After the Creekside team arrived, they
came alongside U-Turn for Christ and got
busy installing the purifiers in 110 different
homes throughout Hernani. One unit provides clean water for a family of five for up
to three years. “As we went into the homes to
distribute the water filters, we heard people’s
stories, prayed with them, and laid hands on
them,” Tony said. He added, “There had been
an outbreak of boils elsewhere in the country, but the water systems made it so that the
usual outbreaks that happen after disasters
were prevented in Hernani.”
The Creekside team also assisted with construction work, and CC Hernani was one
of the first buildings to be restored. “Even
before the government began rebuilding in
the city, the church was being reconstructed.
To see the building go up provided hope for
the community. It is a beacon of light in a
devastated town,” reported Tony. U-Turn for
Christ also established a relief center at the
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Hernani elementary school—a place where
children, wandering through the rubble,
began to congregate. A young girl named
Eliza had been fending for herself before
she found the center. “The girl just came to
hang out and receive a ton of love and good
food,” remembered Tony. Over time, he said,
“Her demeanor changed drastically. She
regained her childlike joy when she realized
that her world wasn’t going to end.”

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who dwelt in the land of the
shadow of death, upon them a
Isaiah 9:2
light has shined.
When it was time for the Creekside team
to return to the U.S., they went to the airport and found that all commercial flights
had been canceled. “The amazing thing was
that with every roadblock we hit, we saw
that the Lord had something else in mind,”
Tony shared. Before catching a military
evacuation flight home, the team separated
and ministered to locals seeking refuge in
the building. “There were several hundred
people squatting in the airport,” Tony said.
“Every time we turned, there was an opportunity for ministry standing before us.”

For the love of Christ compels us. …
Now then, we are ambassadors for
Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on
Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to

God. For He made Him who knew
no sin to be sin for us, that we
might become the righteousness of
God in Him. 2 Corinthians 5:14a, 20-21
Additional Calvary Chapel ministries partnering with U-Turn for Christ include: Revival
Christian Fellowship in Menifee, CA; CC
Downey, CA; Shoreline CC in Morrow
Bay, CA; CC West Houston, TX; CC Living
Word in Irvine, CA; CC Old Bridge, NJ;
CC Sweet Hills in Banning, CA; CC Spring
Valley in Las Vegas, NV; and Refuge CC in
Huntington Beach, CA.
To participate in a trip, contact:

U-Turn for Christ

www.uturnforchrist.com
info@uturnforchrist.com
951-943-7097

Top left: Believers study the Bible at
what is left of U-Turn for Christ CC
Lalawigan’s church building.
Above: A believer shares Gospel tracts
with men in a local prison.
Photo by William Laohoo

Right: Men construct a water station at
U-Turn for Christ CC Lalawigan, which
served as a host base for visiting teams.

Photo by Gerry Brown
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