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Freedom

Independence Day outreach
declares freedom in Christ
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Trace McNutt pauses from painting a portrait of Jesus to tell how God transformed his life. The demonstration was part of a weeklong
CC St. Petersburg, FL. Several churches participated in the event, which was held on the National Mall between the U.S. Capitol

Independence Day outreach organized by
and the Washington Monument.

With perfect clarity, Scott
Rodriguez suddenly
remembered an African
song that he had learned
in Sunday school as a
child. The associate pastor of CC St. Petersburg, Pastor Scott
FL, had been talking with Rodriguez
Ibrim, a South African
man who had recently moved to the U.S.
As they chatted on the National Mall in
Washington, D.C., Scott explained that Jesus
Christ is the Savior, and because all people
sin, everyone needs Jesus to save them.
Though he listened, Ibrim didn’t recognize
the significance of Christ until Scott began
to sing the song. Ibrim looked at Scott, who
was singing in the African man’s native dialect, and with tears welling up in his eyes
he exclaimed: “I know what you’re singing! You said, ‘Who has the power? Who
has the power? Jesus has the power! Jesus
has the power!’” As a young child in Africa,
Ibrim had attended a Christian church and
learned about Jesus—but at this moment,
for the first time, he accepted his need to
have Christ in his life. Through his weeping, Ibrim cried out to God, asked Him to
forgive his sins, and confessed Jesus as his
Lord and Savior. Scott then connected him
with a local church.
A team from CC St. Petersburg ventured to
Washington, D.C. for a weeklong outreach
in July 2013. As thousands of Americans
and international tourists flooded the capital’s streets to celebrate the nation’s freedom,
the believers were there to proclaim a different kind of liberty—that which comes
from believing in Jesus. The events included
Gospel presentations, soccer and volleyball
games, art shows, face painting, music, and
water stations.

Believers worship and pray together before
each day’s outreach events.
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A crowd gathers on July 4th, 2013. Thousands came early to
secure a place to watch the fireworks. Photo by Frank Niezgoda

A team member prays for a visitor at an
event prayer booth.

Artist Trace McNutt creates a portrait of
Jesus by throwing paint on a canvas.
Photo by Neely Niezgoda

Nevertheless when one turns to the
Lord, the veil is taken away. Now
the Lord is the Spirit; and where
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
2 Corinthians 3:16-17
liberty.
Out of the Box

In July 2007, Scott and his wife Crystal
vacationed in D.C. The couple was excited
to experience their country’s birthday celebration and anticipated a grand display of
patriotism at the National Parade. To their
dismay, “The parade ended with a 40-foottall Hare Krishna float that hummed out the
Hare Krishna chant,” Scott recalled. “Little
kids walked away at the conclusion of the
parade still chanting the chant. They knew
nothing of what it meant. It was an odd scenario—right there in America’s front yard, a
chant to a false god [resonated] instead of
military bands. We saw an opportunity for
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“We need to get out of the box if we’re going to
reach this generation [with Jesus’ love],” Scott
said. “A lot of what we Christians do nowadays is so confined to the church building or
where the church is comfortable. It’s time we

take Christ’s love to the highways and byways
and meet people where they’re at.”

“For the Son of Man has come to
seek and to save that which was
Luke 19:10
lost.”
Josh Page of CC St. Petersburg noticed
Charlotte, a young British lady, meandering past the stage where the worship band
was playing. He approached her, offered her
a Bible, and asked where she believed she
would go after dying. “She looked disgusted

at the Bible and said she wasn’t interested
in it,” Josh shared. “Then she commented
that she was a pretty good person, so if
there’s a heaven, she hoped that she would
go there.” Josh pointed her to the Ten
Commandments found in Exodus chapter 20 and explained that no one is good,
because no one can follow all of God’s
rules. This disobedience to God is called
“sin,” and because of His holiness, God must
judge sin. Then Josh explained that despite
human shortcomings, God loves people—
enough to send His Son to die on a cross
for them.

“She asked several questions, and throughout the conversation her countenance visibly changed from disgust to what looked
like thankfulness,” Josh remembered.
Charlotte had spent the last year traveling
the world on a quest to find the meaning of life. She spent time learning about
various religions in New Zealand, much
of Asia, and Washington, D.C.—her last
stop. “It dawned on me, and I said to her,
‘Charlotte, you set out one year ago to find
the meaning of life. Now on your last day,
God allowed us to cross paths.’ She didn’t
cry out for salvation right there, but that’s

okay—it’s important to count the cost, as
Jesus said. I encouraged her to get right
with Christ, though,” Josh shared.

“If anyone desires to come after Me,
let him deny himself, and take up
his cross daily, and follow Me.”
Luke 9:23b

Uncle Sam and Betsy Ross

When Josh and three team members
noticed that the crowds were growing, they
dressed as historical figures and headed into
the throng. “We were like celebrities; everyone wanted pictures with us,” Josh recalled.
“When I realized how captivated the audience was with us, I shouted out, ‘Excuse
me, Uncle Sam here. We have a song to sing
and a story to tell you.’” Before they knew
it, the team was spontaneously singing
“Amazing Grace.” “We didn’t plan this at all,
and we messed up pretty bad,” Josh laughed.
Despite their imperfections, the believers gained the attention of thousands of
onlookers. Josh then proclaimed a message
of God’s grace. “When we finished, we had
a standing ovation, so we walked on and did
this about eight more times,” he stated.

refresh the soul. Allen, the 13-year-old son,
spoke up and asked Mary how to receive the
gift of eternal life with Jesus. They prayed
together, and Allen repented of his sins and
committed to follow Jesus. “He came back
later to hang out with us, and we got him
plugged into a local church,” Scott recalled.

Washington, D.C.

a major evangelistic effort.” Since then, Scott
has led teams to share Christ with people
from various cultures in D.C. In 2013, the
team partnered with Global Recordings
Network, a ministry that produces biblical
materials in more than 6,000 languages. The
believers distributed the Gospel of John in
more than 120 of those languages.

Jesus answered and said to her,
“Whoever drinks of this water will
thirst again, but whoever drinks of
the water that I shall give him will
never thirst. But the water that I
shall give him will become in him
a fountain of water springing up
John 4:13-14
into everlasting life.”
Regarding the trip, Josh reflected: “In Acts
chapter 17, when Paul was in Athens, he
went into the synagogues daily, but he also
went into the marketplace, reasoning with
whoever would be there. That was our goal
in D.C.—to reason with whoever happened
to be there.”
To participate in the 2014 outreach during
the week of July Fourth, contact:

Fountain of Living Water

Mary LeBlanc was at the water tent when
a parched family came looking for refreshment. As Mary, who was part of the CC St.
Petersburg team, handed them each a cold
drink, she told the family that Jesus also had
a gift for them—one that would eternally

Josh Page explains Jesus’ finished work on the cross to a visiting woman from Egypt. At the weeklong event, believers distributed the
languages. The church groups focused on sharing their faith individually as well as from the stage.
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Gospel of John in more than 120 different

CC St. Petersburg, FL

www.calvarystp.org
scottrodriguez@calvarystp.org
727-577-7705

An a cappella Gospel group from D.C. sing of the grace and mercy of God.

29

