Marriage

and Ministry
Couples Share Blessings and Challenges

Pastors and their wives candidly discuss how ministry impacts marriage at the 2015 Senior Pastors’ Conference at
CC Costa Mesa, CA. Left to right: Sandy and Kathy Adams, CC Stone Mountain, GA; Phillip and Bethany MacIntosh,
Horizon Christian Fellowship, San Diego, CA; Jean and Don McClure, Calvary Way ministries; Brian and Cheryl
Brodersen, CC Costa Mesa, CA. Photo by Steve Shambeck

Edited by Christmas Beeler

Pastors and their wives were invited to attend the Senior
Pastors’ Conference in Costa Mesa, CA, this past July. At a
marriage workshop, couples spoke openly about the challenges and blessings of marriage and ministry. Facilitators
Brian and Cheryl Brodersen of CC Costa Mesa, CA, interviewed Sandy and Kathy Adams of CC Stone Mountain,
GA, Phillip and Bethany MacIntosh of Horizon Christian
Fellowship, San Diego, CA, and Don and Jean McClure of
Calvary Way ministries.
Q: What is the most unique challenge of being
married in ministry?
Sandy: You can be a good lawyer while being a lousy husband or dad. But you can’t be a good pastor and a lousy
husband or dad. I never want to sacrifice my family on
the altar of ministry. Church members will come and go;
speaking opportunities will come and go—but at the end
of the day, my kids will still be my kids, and I want my

Above: Pastor Brian Brodersen and his wife Cheryl lead
the panel discussion about marriage. Photo by Tom Price
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wife to still be glad that I’m her husband. If I keep this
in the forefront of my thinking, priorities become easier.
Ministry can be a lonely place; husbands and wives need
to build each other up, not tear each other down.
Don: When you’re in ministry, your life is public; you live
in a glass house. People want to know about your life—do
you go to movies or play cards? You may want to put up
drapes and hide, but the Lord showed me that He puts all
of His people in glass houses. In the Bible, He put David in
a glass house—we know when he succeeded or failed. Our
lives and our walk with the Lord are open and exposed.
We need to keep growing in the Lord and be genuine.
Q: How do you define the wife’s role of submission?
Phillip: The biblical definition (Ephesians 5: 21-29) is that
I should love my wife as Christ loves the church; hopefully,
the natural progression would be that she would willingly
submit to the love coming through me. Bethany does a
great job supporting me while also speaking up when I’m
acting in my flesh. Some wives think they must be quiet
and hide, only serving their husbands or kids. While we
do need our wives to love us and support us, I urge our
pastors to take an active role with the kids and at home
when they can; watch the kids and let their wives go to
women’s retreats.
Bethany: Years ago, when our kids were small, I was the
disciplinarian. Someone asked me why I didn’t step out
of that role and let Philip do that. I said I didn’t trust him.
That person challenged me and said, “That’s because you
don’t trust the Lord.” That still speaks to me through the
years. If I don’t submit to my husband, it’s because I don’t
trust my God and His calling on both of our lives.

Don: Jean and I agreed from the beginning that I wouldn’t
do anything without her 100 percent consent because I
need to have her by my side in everything I do. Occasionally, I felt called to something, and she wasn’t comfortable
with it, so we had to wait. One time we waited two years,
and it turned out that was the perfect timing. There is a
difference between obedience (the outward action) and
submission (the attitude of the heart). If a wife will submit
to her husband as to the Lord and give him her full support, that responsibility will scare him to death—in a good
way. He’ll seek the Lord. But I’ve never said, “Woman, this
is what we’re doing, and you have to submit.” I wait for her
to be in agreement, having that peace from the Lord.
Jean: At first, I thought the important thing was who was
right and wrong. Kay Smith had a discipleship class and
reminded us of when Pilate decided to crucify Jesus; Mrs.
Pilate asked him not to do it because she had a dream
about Jesus. Who was right? She was right that Jesus was
innocent, but God had a plan for the ages for Him to be
crucified. So it wasn’t about who was right; it was about
God’s plan. Don and I discuss things together; wives
aren’t doormats. But he makes the final decision, even if
we don’t always agree—that’s his responsibility before the
Lord. I feel so free in that; I don’t have to carry the weight
of our family on my shoulders.
Sandy: Look at the word as sub-mission: the wife comes
under the mission that God has given the family. Kathy
has arranged her life under mine; she’s allowed me to set

the pace and chart the course. But she decides what she
wants to do, what she wants to be involved in.
Kathy: Sandy sets the boundaries of where we live, what
we do, our financial priorities; then he asks me to thrive in
the boundaries he has set. I’m thankful for that. It’s freeing
to know that he has the burden and responsibility of the
calling and the vision. I feel there’s freedom in doing what
God has called me to do as a wife.
Q: What do you practice that could improve every
couple’s marriage?
Don: We’ve never been fighters—never yellers and screamers, but we have had times of disagreement. Ephesians
4:26b says, “Do not let the sun go down on your wrath,”
so we resolve things quickly. I have met couples who stay
mad and don’t speak to each other for weeks or even years.
That’s where the “root of bitterness” can start (Hebrews
12:15). Joy is also important. Nehemiah said, “The joy of
the Lord is your strength” (Nehemiah 8:10b). Jean has
always been one of the happiest people I know; the house
is filled with her laughter, her joy. It’s great medicine.
Phillip: Date your wife. Come up with creative things to
do together, to connect—even little things. It’s important
to have fun together, alone as a couple and also as a family.
Kathy: Intimacy together is so important. It’s the only
time we have each other’s full attention. Enjoy each other.

“I never want to sacrifice my family
on the altar of ministry.” Pastor Sandy Adams
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Cheryl: Every day Brian tells me that I’m beautiful and he
loves me. Husbands, it means so much to your wives to
hear that. It helps me know I am loved.
Brian: The friendship element of marriage is essential.
Cheryl and I have been married 35 years, and we have

become better and better friends. I covet our opportunities to do things together—walk on the beach, take a run
together, sit down for coffee. She has a great sense of humor and cracks me up endlessly. I appreciate her input,
her wisdom. I call her Abigail, the lady who gave David
wisdom in a critical situation.

Pastors’ Wives: A Unique Calling
Story by Christmas Beeler

Robin Milhouse was a stay-at-home mom
with little ones when her husband John
started Calvary Chapel Moreno Valley,
CA, in 1982. “There is no single definition of a pastor’s wife; it varies with the
different giftings and callings that God
gives each of us, in each season. Initially,
Robin
Milhouse
my role was staying home with the children. As they grew up, more opportunities came for me to
come alongside my husband.”
She added, “The pastor’s wife is a unique calling: Some
wives feel called while others feel they had no choice.
It’s essential that you recognize God’s calling on both of
your lives. We are on the front lines of a spiritual battle
for people’s souls; we must come to that front line together with a united heart for ministry.”
Balance and Sacrifice
“Ministry requires both balance and sacrifice. You don’t
have to say ‘yes’ to everything; let other mature believers
use their gifts,” she said. “But when a phone call comes at
2 a.m. because of a tragedy, your husband has to go—and
you may have to go with him.” She discussed ministering
as a team: “John is very good at intervening and making
decisions in a time of crisis; I’m the listener, the nurturer.
I’ll wrap my arms around the wife and offer comfort.
“It is such a privilege and honor to be beside people in their
darkest or most joyful times—in the hospital with them
as they unplug their newborn’s life-support, or when the
next child is born healthy and beautiful.” Robin added,
“Sometimes the weariness and busyness of ministry can
hinder us from seeing how privileged we are.”
Ministering to the Hurting
Robin counsels women, often listening to stories of heartbreak or abuse. “I tell them there is nothing I can do to
make it better, but together we can go to the Great Physician. Jesus is the only One who can take the broken pieces
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of our lives and give us beauty for ashes.” As Scripture described Jesus: “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me …
To console those who mourn in Zion, to give them beauty
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning … that He may be
glorified” (Isaiah 61:1a; 3a, c).
“People are starved for love,” Robin added. “One of the
most powerful ways to show God’s love is to listen with
compassion and empathy.” She cited Romans 12:15,
which says, Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep
with those who weep. “When people know you care
about their pain, they don’t feel so alone in it any more.
This is often a huge step of moving forward in the
healing process.”
Christ Our First Love
Karen Pulley of CC Old Bridge, NJ, has been married to
Pastor Lloyd for 36 years and in full-time ministry ever
since. She emphasized Christ as our first love: “Know
that God is your first love. Our husbands might have
busy seasons when they can’t always be there, but the
Lord will always be there for you. If I’m spending time
in the Word, and all my expectation is
in the Lord, He will meet my emotional
needs.” Karen cited Isaiah 54:5a, which
says, “For your Maker is your husband,
the Lord of hosts is His name.” She added, “It helps us women so much to fall in
Karen Pulley love with Jesus; it makes us more joyful.”
Lloyd and Karen prioritized time with their children. She
said, “I do feel that the Lord calls the children to ministry too—Noah built the ark with his family—but they
should not have to sacrifice having a mom and dad. Even
when Lloyd had to travel, he spent time with the children
every day he was home.” Karen initially limited her time
in women’s ministry: “While our children were little, I
would do one women’s activity a month. When the children were in high school, I got more involved. Our kids
were always our first priority.”

Q: Do you have any additional advice to share
about marriage or ministry?
Phillip: Psalm 128:3-4 says, “Your wife shall be like a
fruitful vine in the very heart of your house, your children like olive plants all around your table. Behold, thus
shall the man be blessed who fears the Lord.” That’s how
God intends our homes to be—a place of refuge and refreshment. Even in the midst of craziness with kids and
everyday life, home can still be our refuge. Also, I try to
make sure that Bethany is my priority—not ministry. If
she calls and I’m in the middle of something at church,
I need to put that on hold and let her know she is more
important to me than anyone else.
Don: When we entered into ministry, we signed up for
the greatest challenge there is—serving the body of Christ.
When we signed up for marriage, we took on the holiest thing this side of heaven that the Lord created. It’s
important that Christ remains the One we worship, that
our lives are centered around Him. Then we’ll find that
our marriages and families will be wonderful. He’ll help
us through the struggles, the processes, the difficulties.
When we worship Him, out of that comes the rest.
Jean: If you have children, lay on their beds at night and
ask them about their day. Just listen and let them talk;
don’t pass judgement or argue. Then they will have a place

to vent and talk. I always tried to do that, for my children
and my husband. Listening is so important. It shows that
you love them, that you’re there for them.
Brian: The ministry will often pull you in a way that
could cause you to neglect your family; there are so many
demands. But we need to remember that the church belongs to God. At the end of the day, it’s His responsibility.
We can’t bear the burdens of everyone; it would kill us.
But God has given me the responsibility over my family—my wife, my children. I’m the only one called to do
that. Cheryl and I wrote a book on marriage; in the last
chapter, we talked about persevering. Wherever you’re
at in your marriage, it gets better and sweeter as time
passes. We’ve invested all those years in our children,
and now we’re seeing the blessing of that. There’s nothing out there that’s any better than what you have—nothing more valuable or precious than your spouse and your
children. Hold on to that; fight for it. You won’t regret it.
The best is yet to come.

Video

Watch this video of an honest and
often hilarious panel discussion of
marriage and ministry from the
2015 Senior Pastors’ Conference.
calvarychapel.com/series/ccspc15

How do you know
God is leading you
to share His Word
at home or on the
mission field?
Hear one couple’s story.
Join us for Missions Day at:
Calvary Chapel Fredericksburg
3625 Latimers Knoll Court
Fredericksburg, VA 22408
540-373-8683
Saturday, November 14, 2015
10am-5pm

Register online for this free event
calvarymagazine.org

Ed and Kelli Compean are returning to the
U.S. after serving nine years in Nairobi,
Kenya. During that time, God raised up
Kenyan nationals from their congregation
to pastor five new churches. Come and be
encouraged by their testimonies of God’s
faithfulness. Hear what life was like for the
couple as the Lord used them to evangelize
and disciple families in Kenya. Learn how
the Compeans sensed God’s call on their
lives for ministry.
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