Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in
all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who
are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves
are comforted by God. 2 Corinthians 1:3-4

A Steadfast
Hope
10 Years After Katrina

Story by Tom Price
Photos by Greg Randon unless otherwise noted

For those who experienced firsthand the sorrow of Hurricane
Katrina, the approaching 10-year anniversary was not eagerly
anticipated. However, believers recounted God’s amazing grace
and the miracles He wrought in the storm’s aftermath.
Kevin Cox, senior pastor of Calvary Chapel New Orleans
since 1998, recently took a car ride to his former home in
St. Bernard Parish. It was three days before the 10-year anniversary of Hurricane Katrina’s deadly onslaught. Harsh
memories resurfaced. Just before evacuating for the storm,
Kevin and his wife Christi had hurriedly put valuables onto
tables and other high places. Kevin remembers thinking,
“Even if water came in, it would only be a few inches. We
left in our small car with our three little children (they had
another child after Katrina). Gas stations were filling up
with cars. You could tell everyone was nervous.”
Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast early Monday morning, August 29, 2005. Kevin and his family had evacuated
to Pastor Mitch Lovett’s home in Baton Rouge, LA, which
was out of the danger zone. The storm was much worse
than anyone had imagined and submerged large segments
of New Orleans when the levees broke. Kevin’s voice
cracked as he remembered seeing a newscast of a boat
floating past the roofline of his home.

Above top: In 2005, Pastor Kevin Cox, CC New
Orleans, returned to his St. Bernard Parish
home, destroyed by floodwaters.

Photo by Geraldine Wilkins

Right: Kevin and his wife, Christi (white blouse),
welcome congregants.
Above: Kevin shares with Richard Sprayberry.
The service reflected on all that God had done
in the 10 years since Hurricane Katrina.
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“Our house was covered with water. We knew that the city
had been devastated,” Kevin recalled. “The water was up
to the street signs.” Water remained in the town for weeks
before subsiding. Residents were not allowed to return
until authorities entered each residence to determine if
bodies were present. There were 986 confirmed Katrinarelated deaths in Louisiana, though other reports speculate the number to be much higher (U.S. News and World
Report). Kevin recalled sadly, “One family in our neighborhood with four children chose to stay and ride out the
storm. They all perished.”
Pastors Sandy Adams, CC Stone Mountain, GA, and Jerry
Paradise, CC Philadelphia, PA, accompanied Kevin when
he first returned home. “It looked like a bomb had hit
our town. I went into our house,” Kevin recalled. “The
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Above: Kevin and Christi have four children, ages 8-15.
Katrina’s legacy helped Kevin realize that his family was
his first ministry priority. Photo by Tom Price
Top right: People pray together at CC New Orleans. Photo by
Kevin Cox

Right inset: Calvary Chapel North Shore meets on Sunday
evening and began three years ago. It is close to where
the family moved after searching for a new home after
Katrina. Kevin pastors both churches. Photo by Kevin Cox
Below: Kevin and Christi lead worship together.

smell was unbearable—the water had been standing for
two weeks.” Inside, the rooms were a tangled mass of mud
and broken furniture. Kevin’s hardest task would be telling his wife about their home being destroyed. Kevin remembered, “I watched my wife cry for 30 minutes when
I showed her the pictures inside our house. The loss truly
became real: our home was gone.”
Reflecting on God’s Faithfulness
After seeing how things have recovered since that time,
Kevin shared how God has strengthened his family and
his church fellowship. In addition to CC New Orleans, a
second campus was birthed across Lake Pontchartrain,
called Calvary Chapel North Shore, which he leads. Kevin
recalled, “So many ministries changed and eventually left
the city after the hurricane, but we truly believe God has
moved on our hearts throughout the years to stay and
continue feeding people God’s Word and plant more
churches.” He added, “In the past few years we have seen
a new church fellowship emerge where so many people
migrated to after Hurricane Katrina.” Kevin found a new
home for his family in Mandeville close to where the new
fellowship meets.
Christi’s recollection of that painful time is gratefully overshadowed by the impact of believers who came to help.
“What I remember most are the incredible, Christlike people from Calvary Chapels all over the country coming to
assist,” Christi affirmed.
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Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly
love, in honor giving preference to one another;
distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality.
Romans 12:10, 13
The Blessing of Calvary Chapel Teams
One team came early on from Kevin’s sending church,
Calvary Community Church in Phoenix, AZ. They took
over tasks that were too painful or difficult for the family—spending hours combing through debris, sifting
through ruined photo albums, books, and family keepsakes. Pastor Justin Southwick even put together a framed
collage of salvaged family photographs. The Coxes wept
when the team presented it to them later.
Other teams took over caring for the children on several
occasions—feeding them, playing with them, and putting them to bed so that Kevin and Christi could have an
evening away or tend to important matters. Christi fondly
remembers coming home to find their gleeful daughter’s
hair styled in high fashion and her nails painted. “The
Calvary teams totally loved on us and helped us get back
on our feet again,” she said, smiling.
Learn to Lead, Learning to Rest
In addition to pastoring a flock of hurting people, Kevin
was suddenly overseeing relief workers coming from all
over the country. He said, “During the first four years
after Katrina, we had over 80 teams of volunteers travel

to help CC New Orleans in our cleanup efforts. Some
churches came four or five times. All of them were needed and greatly appreciated.” Kevin and the volunteers began a lifestyle of rebuilding, whether cleaning out a house,
gutting it and replacing all the drywall, or seeing a total
rebuild through from beginning to the end.
Kevin worked on finding a new home for his family while
ministering to them and to the people in his flock who
opted to stay in the area, and he coordinated the teams’
rebuilding efforts. He would leave his temporary residence early in the morning and return late at night. Some
teams came with a clear vision and only needed to be
pointed in the right direction while others needed more
guidance and a place to stay. The days, weeks, and months
became a blur. Over the past several years, he has encountered people who relate fondly about their outreach trip to
New Orleans. Kevin revealed, “There are huge gaps in my
memory from when all the teams were here.” He stated,
“Through this ordeal, God has blessed our family with a
new home and community that we love; He has blessed
our church and me as a pastor. It has truly taught us how
important relationships are and how unimportant material possessions truly are.”
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Future Church Life and Ministry
As Kevin continued his recent trip to visit his old neighborhood, he passed many abandoned homes, overgrown
with jungle-like weeds, or bare patches with only foundations or concrete steps to mark where homes once stood.
“New Orleans and the surrounding metro area is a new
community now,” Kevin thought. “As far as the churches
are concerned, we have all become a bit more compassionate when trials come.”
Arriving at his old residence, he knocked on the door of
his former next-door neighbor, Vanessa Lirette, who was
Christi’s best friend. After hugs and greetings, Vanessa
admitted she is relocating as well, the old neighborhood
only a ghost of its former self. “I never thought I would
leave,” Vanessa said. “We endured Hurricane Betsy back
in 1965.” Her family had escaped to the roof back then—
the children were rescued by boat many hours later. She
remembers the horror of sliding down the roof toward
the murky water until her father reached out with his
powerful arm to catch her just in time. “I grew up here
in St. Bernard Parish. I was determined to stay. Here we
learned to endure and continue to move forward. But the
neighborhood is gone,” she lamented. “And I don’t think it
is ever coming back.”
Kevin is thankful for all he learned through the challenge
of Hurricane Katrina and the recovery. “God has restored
my perspective on what it means to be a caring pastor
and increased my desire to be a good shepherd. God has
also reminded me that my family is the most important
ministry a man has,” he said. “Though it was very hard
for CC New Orleans to keep going through the trials, the
Lord has sustained us. Maybe our church fellowship is
like Philadelphia spoken of in Revelation; we ‘have a little
strength, and have kept His word, and have not denied
His name’” (Revelation 3:8). Kevin reflected. “It certainly
made me realize that ministry is about healthy spiritual
growth, not the number of people who attend. We learned
how to listen to God’s voice through the storm and during
its aftermath.”
I wait for the Lord, my soul waits,
And in His word I do hope. Psalm 130:5

CC New Orleans
calvarynola.org

26

Calvary Gulf Coast:
Receiving and Giving
God’s Comfort

Story by Tanya Canino
Photos by Tom Price unless otherwise noted

The wind was starting to howl outside. Sherry Fletcher
took a final look around the Biloxi, MS, house where she
and her husband, Bert, had built a life in his childhood
home. There was the new furniture that she and Bert had
so carefully saved to purchase, cherished trinkets and
knickknacks of a life together. Outside, their yard was
filled with flowers and trees. “I knew it would never be
like this again,” recalled Sherry.
Closing the door, she and Bert fled for safer ground; hours
later, Hurricane Katrina slammed into the Mississippi
Gulf Coast with 120-mph winds and a 28-foot storm
surge. The massive Category 3 hurricane destroyed or severely damaged most of the buildings along 80 miles of
Mississippi’s shoreline.
When the Fletchers returned home days later, they found
the walls of their home still standing; however, 10 feet of
churning, debris-laden water had demolished the interior
and destroyed all its contents. Despite seeing all her material possessions ruined, Sherry recalled having a deep
peace because she knew “my treasures are in heaven.” She
and Bert had been attending Calvary Gulf Coast two years
before Katrina and have been active ever since.
Sharing God’s Kindness
Ten years later with a renewed perspective, Sherry reflected, “It was almost a blessing to us that it happened.
What encouraged us so much were the CC folks—all the
wonderful believers who gave up their vacation time and
sick time to come and help. It made us more aware of the
goodness and kindness of God’s people,” she said

Above: Pastor Steve Brown, CC Gulf Coast, shares at a feeding center with his congregation in Biloxi, MS.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.
Against such there is no law. Galatians 5:22-23

Several Calvary Chapels came more than once, including CC Lake Stevens, WA; CC Hemet, CA; CC Littleton,
CO; and CC Finger Lakes, NY. Construction teams came
from Calvary Chapels, Christian organizations, and other
churches. During the first three years, hundreds of volunteers came to rebuild and spread God’s love within the
devastated community. “The churches are too numerous
to list, but we thank the Lord for sending every person,”
Steve expressed. Teams wore T-shirts printed with Psalm
127:1a, “Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in
vain who build it.”

Calvary Gulf Coast are now better equipped to comfort
others with the comfort they received. [God] comforts
us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with
which we ourselves are comforted by God (2 Corinthians
1:4). In fact, teams from Calvary Gulf Coast have visited
Oklahoma, Texas, Louisiana, Florida, and other parts of
Mississippi to help others who are hit by disasters and
tragedies. He said those in his congregation who lost their
homes in Katrina have a special empathy for others who
are enduring similar trials.

Steve Brown, the pastor of Calvary Gulf Coast, recalled
a few of the many acts of kindness. Calvary Chapel
Ramona, CA, sent an 18-wheel “love trailer,” filled with
sheet rock, toilets, appliances, and other building material.
John Anderson from Calvary Chapel Hemet, CA, brought
a truckload of food just a few days after the hurricane hit.

He called the Christian response after Hurricane Katrina
“a love story” that continues to weave through lives today. “That time was awful; it was terrible, but it was so
full of love from the church,” Steve remembered. Having
received so much encouragement and love during those
painful days and years after the hurricane, believers at

Calvary Gulf Coast has also started a traveling clothing
ministry. Believers go to people’s homes, help the recipients find sizes, put a Bible in their hands, and pray for
them. “It’s a one-on-one thing to just love on them and try
to comfort them with the comfort we’ve received in our
distress,” Steve said.
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Trent asked kindly, “Has that calling changed? If it hasn’t,
you have to do what the Lord has called you to do.” It was
exactly what Steve needed to hear.
The LORD is near to those who have a broken heart, and
saves such as have a contrite spirit. Psalm 34:18
Rebuilding the Soul
Though many people were displaced from the community,
Steve had hoped that those who remained behind would
open their hearts to Christ. “I had such great hopes after Katrina, with hearts so broken and so tender, and the
outpouring of love we saw from the body of Christ. I had
hoped there would be great changes in the hearts and lives
of our community, and that hasn’t happened,” Steve said.

A Providential Romance
Story by Tanya Canino

Above: In 2005, after Katrina hit the Gulf Coast, Pastor Steve Brown, CC Gulf Coast, drove to homes of church members
to check on their status. Often, like above, he would stop to pray with and encourage residents. Photo by Geraldine

Wilkins

Below: Steve prays with friends. He commented, “The destruction was so brutal, I want to forget that. But the
outpouring of love was so great, I never want to forget that. Steve has lost 70 pounds since Katrina.

Strengthening the Brethren
It was God’s comfort and love pouring out through others
that encouraged Steve to stay in the ministry amidst the
chaos. Biloxi’s devastation was so complete that, in street
after street, all that was left were the concrete steps.
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Sitting in row 22 of a plane bound for Southern California
at Thanksgiving, Lauren Miraglia and Daniel Beck’s love
story began. As one stranger exchanging pleasantries with
another stranger, Lauren pulled out a Fall 2005 Calvary
Chapel Magazine to show Daniel the devastation of Biloxi,
Mississippi, where she was stationed at Keesler Air Force
Base. Looking at the article about the recovery efforts,
Lauren pointed out, “That’s my church. There’s my pastor,”
tapping a photo of Pastor Steve Brown of Calvary Gulf
Coast in Biloxi.

“I was shell-shocked,” Steve recalled. Overwhelmed with
the miles of devastation all around him, Steve fell into
despair. Concerned for his wife Aimee and two sons, he
wondered if he should leave ministry and go back to being an engineer in Idaho. Looking around at the mess, he
thought, “I have a family. This is what I brought them to?”

Daniel was amazed. “That’s my dad,” he said, pointing to a
picture of Dr. Robert Beck giving a tetanus shot to a woman. “My parents are medical missionaries and were there
just after Hurricane Katrina struck.” The two sat there “a
little stunned,” Lauren recalled. “My heart started beating a little fast.” They learned that they had both attended
Calvary Chapels and private Christian schools within 30
minutes of each other. Later, Lauren recalled that early
that morning, she had sensed the Holy Spirit nudging her
to pray for the person she was going to meet on the plane
today. The last time she flew, she had shared the Gospel
and given that passenger her Bible.

That day, Pastor Trent Douglass of Calvary Chapel Saving
Grace in Yorba Linda, CA, showed up with a U-Haul full
of supplies. Steve stood there in disbelief and asked, “You
came all the way from California?” Trent gently took
Steve aside and ministered to him, asking him to remember how God had called him to Mississippi five years
earlier. Steve recounted God’s guidance and faithfulness.

“I had this weird, expectant feeling all day,” she remembered. “Leaving, I saw the Calvary Chapel Magazine
on the counter, and I put it in my carry-on to show to
my parents when I returned home.” Lauren grew up in
Southern California and had attended Calvary Chapel
Moreno Valley. To make it home for Thanksgiving, she
had three connecting flights, and her grandmother had

“We’ve had tens of millions of dollars and thousands of
people who have come to the coast.” People are still hurting or living in the aftermath of Katrina and sin. However,
restoration is possible —“restoration of the person, restoration of the soul.” To that end, believers at Calvary Gulf
Coast will continue to reach out to their community with
the comfort with which they themselves were comforted
by God (2 Corinthians 1:4).

Calvary Gulf Coast

www.calvarygulfcoast.org
1-228-267-WORD (9673)

planned to join her on the third flight from Houston.
When Lauren sat down, there was an empty seat in her
row because her grandmother had missed her connecting
flight. Meanwhile, Daniel Beck had been trying to catch a
stand-by flight from Houston. He learned that a lady had
missed her connection so one seat had become available
in row 22. He would make it back to Temecula to see his
parents and visit his hometown church, Calvary Chapel
Bible Fellowship in Temecula, CA.
Before the hurricane had struck several months prior,
Lauren was in New Orleans. The Air Force ordered her to
evacuate and head to Houston, where she spent the next
two weeks helping evacuees at the Astrodome. Then the
Air Force ordered her back to Biloxi. The day after the
hurricane, Daniel’s parents came to Biloxi to help with
medical relief. “They were there for the entire two weeks I
was out of town, but I heard all about that medical couple,
Bob and Jossie Beck,” Lauren remembered.
When they landed, Lauren met Bob and Jossie. Daniel
and Lauren excitedly shared the unusual circumstances of
Daniel seeing his father’s photo in the magazine. Sensing
its importance, Daniel asked for Lauren’s phone number.
The thought flickered into her mind: Is this guy the Lord’s
choice to be my husband?
The two corresponded as their relationship continued to
grow. They married and now have four children, ages four
months to seven years. Lauren has told their story with
hundreds of people. “God, why did You give me this story?” she once asked. She felt Him respond that she should
share it. Lauren tells people, “God cares about you; He
cares about our lives.”
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God’s Faithfulness
after the Storm
Story by Tanya Canino
Photos by Tom Price

New Horizon Calvary Chapel is a little church
that was washed off the map by Hurricane Katrina
after it began; yet God has grown the congregation,
installed a radio station, initiated a school, and
filled it with faith.
Pastor John Raymond sat with his family around their
kitchen table. Hurricane Katrina had killed more than
1,200 people and caused $108 billion in damage. Having
fled for their lives and returning two weeks later, their
three kids had stared wide-eyed at the trees snapped in
half and the emptied forests. Slidell, Louisiana, was eerily
dark, with no lights or power. The banquet hall where
they had gathered for church was now ruined by five feet
of brackish sewer and salt water. They were now a church
without a home.
John looked around the table at his wife Liz, daughter
Monica, and sons John Derek and Benjamin. Together
they were deciding whether they should stay in devastated Slidell, close to where John grew up, or go back to
California where John had been a financial planner and
active in Harvest Christian Fellowship in Riverside.
John and Liz were deeply touched when their kids spoke
up: “Don’t go somewhere else that you think needs help,
Dad. We’re sitting in a place that needs help right here.”
Together, they bowed their heads as a family, committing
to stay and asking God to use them to help the people

impacted by Katrina. Ten years later, John rejoiced in
God’s answer to that prayer. On the wall of his office hangs
a colorful map with a large circle; to the casual observer, it
marks the devastating reach of Hurricane Katrina. But it
isn’t a reminder of the tragedy; the map shows the broadcast area of New Horizon Calvary Chapel’s radio station,
The Bridge Radio 88.7 FM. The station’s coverage replicates Katrina’s path, reaching more than 2 million people
in the area and streaming live on the Internet.
The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble;
and He knows those who trust in Him. Nahum 1:7
God Rebuilds and Restores
After that family prayer, John recalled, “We spent the next
few months helping people clean up their homes.” Because
they were in the early stages of the affiliation process with
Calvary Chapel, New Horizon didn’t receive any teams,
money, or help from other churches. “We were just hanging there by ourselves,” he said. They got so busy helping others that they didn’t have time to get discouraged,
John recalled. They began regular services several months
later, opening doors that following Easter in a restored office building. “Devastation has never been a stranger to
the church,” John said. “I’ve always had the understanding that if God’s leading you to great things, He’s going to
have to prepare you in great ways.”
But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal
glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while,
perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.
1 Peter 5:10
Ten years after Katrina, John rejoiced: “The Lord has
used this church to minister to many people, and He has
provided for us in ways we never would have imagined.”

Above: Co-worship leader Keith Gonzales, left, prays for a first-time guest who was touched by the warm reception he
received and has been bringing his granddaughter ever since.
Below left: The congregation praises God. Below right: Krystal Gonzales and her husband, Keith, lead worship.

After a six-year process, the radio station went on air in
June 2013. John’s daughter Monica, 23, a recent graduate
of Louisiana State University, works at the radio station
which streams contemporary Christian music and hosts
Christian concerts. The radio ministry has brought three
to four new families a week. The church needed to begin holding two Sunday services the day after observing
the 10-year anniversary of Hurricane Katrina this past
August 29.
Monica also leads Kids Church at New Horizon, which
has been growing steadily. Monica said, “My dad is a
fearless leader. He is very good at waiting patiently for
the direction of the Lord. He does not run ahead of God,
but God doesn’t have to wait for him either.”
Establishing the Next Generation
With the help of the Calvary Chapel Education
Association, plans are underway to offer a Christian
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education to students from preschool to 12th grade
through Lakeside Christian Academy. The need for a
school is essential in today’s culture, John said, since public school prohibits prayer and promotes homosexuality
and other ungodly practices while mocking Christianity.
“You can’t soak your children like a teabag in the culture
of the world for 45 hours a week and expect to unravel it
in 45 minutes of Sunday school,” John said. He believes a
church is responsible before God to provide a safe learning environment for the children. “Where has public education gone in the last 30, 20, 10 years? Where will it go
in the next 10 years? We need to be ahead of the curve,”
John said, adding that the sons of Issachar “had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do”
(1 Chron. 12:32). John desires to see the children grow
closer to God and excel. The school will begin in New
Horizon’s current 30,000-square-foot facility and hopes
to expand one day to a larger campus. “We’re not shy
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about thinking big, but we’re not arrogant. I don’t think
it glorifies God if we shoot for small dreams. We’re just
standing where God says to stand. It’s totally up to God’s
timing,” he said.
Treated Like Family
When it seemed Greg Socher’s career was going to relocate him to the Gulf Coast, he and his wife, Karen, began contacting the churches around the New Orleans
area. Both had been involved in several Calvary Chapels:
Scotland, Hawaii, and lastly in California. Pastor John
called back immediately. Greg had been involved in the
music ministry at other Calvary Chapels. Greg remembered, “John was excited to hear about our possible relocation and prayed with me about a confirmation from
God. Both Karen and I were amazed when John offered
for us to stay with his family when we came to visit.” John
and his wife, Liz, took them out to dinner to meet the
ministry leaders. After purchasing a home that would
take several months to close, both John and Liz insisted
the Sochers move in with them when they returned to
Louisiana. Just before final closing, Greg was injured and
they were persuaded by the Raymonds to extend their
stay until Greg healed.
Keith Gonzales has been serving as co-leader of the worship team, along with his wife Krystal, for several years.
He has also been impacted by the Raymonds’ kindness.
“John and his family serve the church community tirelessly while never bringing attention to themselves,” said
Keith. Keith and Krystal had attended sporadically after
getting married. But he was still getting drunk with his
old buddies from time to time. He was convicted one
Sunday morning when he was too hungover to enjoy
playing with his newborn son. As his wife began to serve
more, his conviction grew, knowing that he needed to be
the spiritual leader of his household. To Krystal’s delight,
one Sunday morning he suggested they attend Calvary
Chapel together.
Top left: Pastor John Raymond gives a child a hug. He
suggests that people to arrive 30 minutes before and
stay 30 minutes after service to interact.
Top middle: Liz Raymond, right, wife of Pastor John, laughs
with her daughter, Monica, and a friend.
Top right: John greets new arrivals in the entrance.
Bottom left: Monica Raymond leads the Kajun Kids.
Interactive games are used to teach about Jesus.
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“Every Scripture that John projected on the screen pierced
my heart that day,” admitted Keith. “I felt that the sermon was written directly to me; my world was being torn
apart. I was a wreck and couldn’t stop weeping.” Soon after, Keith came forward during an altar call and later was
baptized. Now their lives revolve around serving God.
Since Krystal and Keith lead the worship team, the drive
to church is a time to do vocal exercises to warm up. “For
our children, praising God through singing is a natural
occurrence,” Keith said, laughing. “The joy that the Lord

allows us to experience as a family, serving the Lord together, is overwhelming.”
All the earth shall worship You and sing praises to You;
they shall sing praises to Your name. Psalm 66:4

New Horizon CC

newhorizonfamily.com

Calvary Chapel Bay St. Louis
Story and photos by Tom Price

Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of
Christ. Galatians 6:2
“They need your help in Bay St. Louis,” advised Ray Nagin,
the mayor of New Orleans, to Calvary Chapel pastors
who had come to the Gulf Coast following Hurricane
Katrina. The pastors were seeking a specific location to
stage teams of volunteers who were ready to help from
Calvary Chapels across America. The mayor continued,
“New Orleans is under martial law. But the hurricane did
much more damage across the causeway in Mississippi.”
A Calvary Chapel food truck was already en route from
California to help those impacted by the storm. Businesses
and residential homes, as well as most of the area’s infrastructure, had been destroyed by Hurricane Katrina’s 28foot storm surge.

Above: Pastor Frank Griffin, CC Bay St. Louis, MS, and Anna Todaro, left, pray for a woman.
Right: Frank comments during Sunday service after congregants share how Christ has impacted their lives.
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As the group arrived in Bay St. Louis, a city official, just
returning from accessing the latest body count, skeptically eyed the pastors, “What can all you do to help?” the
official echoed back. The pastors offered to feed those in
need and help with rebuilding homes for an entire year.
Not knowing whether to believe such an offer, the official nevertheless gave the group use of a nearby baseball
field. Soon tents were anchored and the food truck began feeding people. “That’s when the miracles began to
happen,” remembered Pastor Lance Cook, CC La Habra,
one of the pastors leading the effort. A circus-size tent became the place where ministry occurred throughout the
day and night in what became known as Camp Hope—as

locals, relief workers, and emergency personnel lined up
for meals. This gave the CC teams an opportunity to listen
and show compassion; everyone had a story to share. The
love of Christ was shared with each person when possible.
And let our people also learn to maintain good works,
to meet urgent needs, that they may not be unfruitful.
Titus 3:14
Meeting Urgent Needs
Looking back, Lance remembered, “People had no water,
food, or electricity—they were frightened. But through
His Word, God told us to meet urgent needs.” Soon the
volunteers were feeding thousands of people each day,
giving the residents a place where they could come and
gather again as a community and receive a hot, nutritious meal. Showers and bathrooms were installed.
Lance continued, “From the beginning, I sensed that the
Lord was orchestrating everything. A 40-foot refrigerator
truck and a 40-foot freezer truck were donated.” Lance
rotated volunteers from churches in California to manage the camp while the CC relief teams
would come in to do helps ministries—
food prep, cleaning, camp maintenance,
home demolition and repair, or accompany the police as chaplains. Pastors would
lead Wednesday night and Sunday morning services while worship and devotionals Pastor
were held every night after dinner.
Lance Cook
35

One police officer had not only lost his place of work but
his entire house. He wondered out loud why he should
go on living. Every time he came, volunteers ministered
to him. “The teams kept loving on him and he eventually
gave his life to Christ,” Lance said.
A local Baptist pastor came to Camp Hope, totally distraught. His church was several miles from the coast but
still experienced a 15-foot water surge. Volunteers were
sent to help clean up and renovate the church. Lance recalled, “We had the privilege of encouraging him.” Lance
continued, “When an entire community is traumatized,
they need someone to stand next to them whose faith is
rooted in the hope of Christ.”
One morning Lance and the volunteer cooks prayed specifically for meat, ice, and water—items that were running low. “When we finished praying, three large trucks
had arrived. Each truck carried those exact items. The
miracles that occurred at Camp Hope were like none we
had ever experienced before or since,” said Lance.
You should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should
remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name
He may give you. John 15:16b
Around the ninth month, all the other agencies had left.
Camp Hope and the relief group staffing it remained, but
the volunteers coming from various CCs began to slow. A
celebration service was held the first anniversary of the
hurricane. Lance thanked the people for allowing Calvary
Chapel to be a part of their lives. A lady spoke up, “We
realize you can’t continue mucking out houses, feeding
us, and caring for us forever—but can someone continue
bringing God’s Word to us?” The lady stopped as she
was overwhelmed by emotion. “All you have become our
church family.” CC La Habra felt God leading them to
answer that request and a building was purchased. After
the last service was held in the tent, services continued
the following Sunday in the new facility. Lance added,
“Another miracle was how Frank Griffin came into our
lives and became what we sensed to be the Lord’s choice
for pastor of CC Bay St. Louis.”
God’s Plan, Not Mine
Frank Griffin and his wife, Terri, were believers and active in a non-denominational church in Baton Rouge,
over 100 miles west of Bay St. Louis. He worked in his
father’s business of manufacturing fasteners used on
the oil rigs in the Gulf. Baton Rouge had escaped the
massive destruction of the hurricane. Frank and Terri
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Above: Congregants join hands in unity
after receiving communion as the CC Bay
St. Louis Sunday service ends.
Left: People pray together at the end of
the service. CC Bay St. Louis began as
a consequence of the many teams that
came to the area to feed and minister to
those devastated by Hurricane Katrina.
Area residents asked for a church to be
planted as many gave their lives to Christ
during the year that the outreach was
held.
Far left: Frank and his wife,Terri, come
forward to receive communion.
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had become curious about Calvary Chapel when their
son had spoken about attending a CC Bible college in
Southern California. A few days after Hurricane Katrina,
Frank flew to Corpus Christi on a business trip. He decided to attend the Calvary Chapel there.
When Frank mentioned that he was from Baton Rouge,
he was ushered into Rod Carver’s office before the service. Rod, senior pastor of CC Coastlands, shared with
Frank, “I have a Calvary Chapel pastor from California,
Lance Cook, on the line. He and other pastors are looking
for a place to stay while they decide where to bring food
trucks and relief teams to help with restoration. Do you
have any suggestions in Baton Rouge?” Frank and Terri
were certain that their new large home was a gift from
God and wanted to dedicate it for ministry use. Frank
offered, “Why don’t y’all stay with us?” Lance cautioned
that he had eight other pastors interested in coming. “We
have plenty of room,” Frank replied. Several days later a
dozen Calvary Chapel pastors, some from California and
others from New Jersey, arrived at their home in Baton
Rouge. What ensued was life-changing for Frank. “We

Sandy Adams, CC Stone Mountain,
GA—what the Lord did after Katrina

“Hurricane Katrina was a disaster unprecedented on
American shores. Pastor Chuck contacted us at CC
Stone Mountain and asked our church to coordinate
the efforts of the Calvary Chapels. Of those churches that worked through us, there were over 250 relief teams, and over $1.2 million of relief money that
went to assist thousands of people in need all across
the Gulf Coast. People saw Jesus in a new and clearer
way through the practical help offered by strangers
who came in His name. Katrina taught me that nothing churches do can take the place of the one-onone encounters we have with people. And the second lesson I took from my experience with the relief
work is the supernatural ability of the Holy Spirit to
lead and orchestrate His church. Anyone who fears
that Calvary Chapel might become a denomination
should have been in my shoes. Our group would
make a very dysfunctional denomination. Calvary
Chapel is a group of men truly led by the Holy Spirit.
Some pastors chose to work together, others set out
on their own. At times the chaos was overwhelming,
but over the months I saw a beautiful work orchestrated by the Holy Spirit. I have since come to trust
Him more in His ability to lead His church.”
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were impacted by these men’s love and desire to serve
Christ and help others in need.” Frank took off work for
some of the time to help guide the men.
Just Give Them Jesus
The distance between Baton Rouge and Bay St. Louis
made it difficult for Frank to be involved continuously
but he made the two-hour journey when he could. Lance
and the others returned often, but understood that the
church needed its own pastor. Frank received a phone
call from Lance.
“You were the first choice of all the pastors who have been
involved in Camp Hope,” offered Lance. “We believe God
has called you to be the shepherd of Calvary Chapel Bay
St. Louis.” Frank replied, “You got the wrong guy. I am not
a pastor. I have never prepared a sermon before. I wouldn’t
know what to do.” Lance asked, “Would you just pray
about it?” Eventually Frank agreed and went back several
weeks in a row as he felt the Lord’s guidance. He prayed,
“Lord, I don’t know how to do this but if You are calling
me, I want to be obedient.” He called Lance and agreed
to lead the new fellowship for six months. Six months
stretched into three years. Lance continued to encourage Frank to just give them Jesus. The church began to
grow. After three years, Frank began to have reservations
and stepped aside from leadership, thinking the church
needed someone with more Bible training. “I let the enemy intimidate me,” Frank admitted. A Bible teacher from
California was brought in but soon the congregation
dwindled down to a handful. What was left of the congregation asked Frank to pray about returning. Realizing he
was indeed the man God was calling, he and Terri moved
to the Bay St. Louis area several years ago, and the church
is growing and reaching out to their surrounding communities. Frank added, “I am just giving them Jesus; that
is all I know how to do.”
“The survivors who are left from the captivity in the
province are there in great distress and reproach. … I
sat down and wept, and mourned for many days; I was
fasting and praying before the God of heaven.
Nehemiah 1:3b, 4b

CC Bay St. Louis

calvar ychapelbsl.com
calvarybsl01@gmail.com
video
vimeo.com

Above: Frank prays for a family that is beginning a process of restoration and healing after being separated for a long
period of time.
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