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my ability, sought God’s will—then we go for it. The Bible 
says, Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall 
live and do this or that” (James 4:15). That may seem like 
such a small thing, but it’s huge. You’re recognizing that 
God is God, and you’re not. I have such limited knowl-
edge; isn’t it better to ask the One who knows everything? 
We go to God in faith, seeking His will together—not my 
will or my wife’s will.

How should a wife follow her husband?
Jill: Even as you seek God, you don’t always get clear “yes” 
or “no” answers. You have to walk by faith, not by sight 
sometimes (2 Corinthians 5:7). I remember one example 
concerning submission. My husband is quite a visionary 
and a dreamer. About 10 years ago, he was feeling led 
to reach a Bible-less people group in North Africa. Our 
church was just starting to grow; we had about 75 people. 
Our children were small. I thought, No way; he needs to 
stay here and disciple some leaders. It was a frightening 
thing. I told him that was too much on our plate. But 
now I’m thankful he didn’t listen to me. God has done so 
much through that: This year we sent our son and daugh-
ter-in-law and their children over there to be lights in a 

dark place. As a wife, I know that I could have influenced 
my husband. But I have learned to be very careful about 
what I say, and not to speak from my fears. 

How did God call you both to ministry? 
Rick: God has used my wife to affirm His will in my life. 
That’s how we got into the ministry—it was really a sub-
mission to the Lord and to my wife’s counsel. I was work-
ing for a large company, doing very well; yet the Lord was 
opening more opportunities in the church. It became clear 
that my job was getting in the way of serving the Lord. 
I thought, I’m a husband, a father of two children with a 
house payment, car payment, credit card payments! I knew 
God was calling me, but I was afraid. And my wife is the 
one who said, “If we serve the Lord, who cares if we keep 
the house or the car? He’s going to take care of us; He’s go-
ing to feed us and provide for us.” I couldn’t have done it; I 
couldn’t have made that choice without her counsel. God 
had given me the calling, had confirmed it in the Scrip-
ture; I had everything that you could have, but I was still 
afraid. So it was my wife’s counsel that gave me the ability 
to take a leap of faith. In that decision, her faith in God 
was stronger than mine.

We’re so different—how can we get along? 
Rick: One great resource is the Love and Respect DVD 
series by the Eggerichs. We’ve gone through that with our 
young married groups, and it’s radically changed marriag-
es. It helps us understand how to connect despite strong 
differences. For example, most women need to express 
their emotions and thoughts while most men don’t. It 
brings up questions: Is it OK for her to have a different 
need than me? Isn’t it loving for me, if I want to love her 
unconditionally, to meet her need to talk? The answer is 
yes. If I unconditionally love her, then I don’t just do the 
things I like to do. Though most men don’t like to talk, 
most women have that need, so we husbands should work 
on that. That’s love.

Jill: You also learn that respect is huge. It’s important in 
a premarital situation, and in a marriage, for women to 
understand a man’s need for respect and what that looks 
like. We undermine it so often without realizing it. If my 
husband doesn’t want me to push a lawnmower, I need to 
appreciate him for that and respect his strong leadership. I 
need to tell him specific things that I respect and appreci-
ate—things he does. Just as I would like to hear “I love you” 
every day, so I need to tell him something specific that I 
respect or appreciate about him. 

Rick: As men, we want to be the strong one in the mar-
riage. Yet the person who has the most powerful influ-
ence in my life is my wife. How she speaks to me can 
cause a huge wound or bring healing. She has no idea 
how powerful her tone is: A sharp tone can cause devas-
tation and defensiveness, but a gentle tone can break me 
softly, lead me to repentance. 

How can we stay connected with Jesus 
and each other?
Rick: In the beginning, Adam and Eve had fellowship 
with God in the Garden of Eden before the fall. That fel-
lowship needs to be restored; we need to be with the Lord 
together as a couple. Jill and I read a devotional book to-
gether and pray; then we separate for our own Bible time 
with the Lord. One powerful book is The Love Dare devo-
tional. We go through it with couples at our church, using 
the 40-day guide for 40 weeks. It starts with a Scripture 
and breaks it down into how to apply it in your marriage. 
For example, one week you try not to say anything nega-
tive to your spouse for a whole week. It makes you more 
aware of your words, your impact on each other. Our pace 
of life is so fast today that many couples feel like they don’t 
have time to do devotions together; but where there’s a 
will, there’s a way. Even if you can’t meet physically, you 
can go through the same book to generate godly conversa-
tion. God knits us together. 
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“Marriage is a gift from God through which He gives us 
an ability to express our love to each other.  
We all desire love—to be loved and to love someone. 
It’s an incredible gift.”—Pastor Rick Nerud
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Brian moved from Liverpool, England, 
to America in his late teens to begin his 
professional skateboarding career. He met 
Tracy early on, and they were married in 
Las Vegas, NV, after being together for 
only four months. “Soon after our first 
child was born, we were fighting like the 

worst of enemies,” he recalled. “Eventually, we were di-
vorced.” Each, at a personal low point, began searching for 
answers. Brian found Jesus and shared his faith with Tracy. 

“I stopped fighting with her and showed her God’s love,” 
he recalled. Soon after, she also accepted Christ. Several 
months later, they were remarried as believers in the Lord. 
Now he encourages other couples to see their spouses and 
their marriages through God’s eyes.

God’s Design for Marriage
“Part of the problem for us—and for many couples—is 
that we didn’t understand what marriage was about, the 

Above: Gathered at the 2015 Calvary Chapel Senior Pastors Conference, couples join in corporate worship. 

day-to-day reality of it. We thought it was going to be 
like the fairy tales,” Brian said. “As believers, we are sup-
posed to die to ourselves and serve each other. The two 
become one as they die to themselves. If I’m serving you, 
my spouse, then I don’t need to put myself first and vice 
versa. We take care of each other.”

“Today I hear so many people in the church say, ‘We’re 
Christians, but we’ve decided that God has led us out of 
this marriage. It just doesn’t work,’” Brian said. “But they 
don’t understand love and marriage.” As Jesus taught, “So 
then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what 
God has joined together, let not man separate” (Matthew 
19:6). Brian reiterated, “So we as believers should not tear 
apart what God has brought together.”

Ephesians 5 teaches that Christ is the 
bridegroom and the church is His bride. 
Just as believers are under the new cov-
enant (Hebrews 9:15) relationship with 
Christ, so marriage is a covenant—not a 
contract. “In a contract, if you weed my 
garden, you get paid. But in a covenant, I 

What Marriage Is Meant to Be—In God’s Eyes
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Pastor Brian Sumner, former professional skateborder, co-
pastors a church in Huntington Beach, CA, and travels to 
evangelize, preach, and teach worldwide. 

make a vow that no matter what you do, I’m going to fulfill 
my part. Based on that idea, we are walking with God and 
with each other in covenant. God created marriage. Eve is 
the helper that God brought to Adam; Adam is her head, 
her covering.”

Godly Priorities Bring Peace, Purpose
“We’re believers. Once we come to faith in Christ, our 
whole lives are about the Great Commission—knowing 
Christ and making Him known. Marriage is a way Christ 
stretches us, iron sharpening iron.” “As iron sharpens iron, 
so a friend sharpens a friend” (Proverbs 27:17, NLT). 
God uses marriage to make believers more like Jesus; con-
sequently, they can fulfill their purpose of sharing Christ. 

“The Great Commission will change what your goals and 
dreams are,” said Brian, who left skateboarding to share 
his faith. “Take money: If you have $10,000 and you filter 
it through the Great Commission—how can we use this 
money to make Jesus known?—then it’s not going to be-
come an idol or a point of conflict.” He urges couples, that 
whatever conflicts they face, to filter them through their 
heavenly calling to live for Christ and share the Gospel.

Brian recalled counseling a couple in which the husband 
was obsessed with money and the wife wanted out of the 
marriage. He told them, “This is the beginning of the 
story of how God is going to kill the flesh in both of you 
to serve each other.” They were stunned. He encouraged 
them, “After that comes the beauty of romance and the 
delights of love.” 

“In the Song of Solomon, there is a Hebrew word for love, 
ahăbâh. It’s the kind of love you put on someone. When 
you and I were wretched sinners, God chose to put His 
love on us. In marriage, you can take your love and put 
it on that person, no matter what he does. The Bible says, 
Love never fails (1 Corinthians 13:8a)—if you continue 
walking in love and truth, it will never fail.”

Brian’s book, Never Fails, encourages couples—especially 
those new in the faith—to treat each other with God’s 
love, to put aside anger, to sacrifice for one another, and 

to pray through problems, and using biblical principles 
for marriage. 

Godly Anger
Speaking frankly in his book about anger, Brian recounted 
how—before he accepted Christ—he used to let his anger 
run rampant in angry words and violent actions. He wrote, 

“As our fights grew and grew, my fists went into walls, the 
names called were absolutely degrading, and almost any-
thing that came to my mind was spouted out. I began to 
see the extent of just how angry I could get and how, like 
so many, I couldn’t control myself and didn’t know how to 
rightly vent.” One day he and Tracy fought from the house 
to the garage to the street when he cracked her car wind-
shield with his fist. The police were called; he had to take 
anger management classes. “It was a huge wake-up call,” 
he recounted. After he became a believer, God taught him 
how to handle anger:

“In your anger do not sin: do not let the sun go down while 
you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold.” 
Ephesians 4:26-27 (NIV) 

“Anger in itself isn’t the problem; it’s how we react that 
matters,” Brian explained. He referred to when Jesus got 
angry with the Pharisees in Mark 3:5: “He was angry but 
didn’t sin. But I did. In those days, I wasn’t patient, wasn’t 
kind; I was self-seeking and lacking love.” After they were 
born again, Brian and his wife changed their habits. When 
tempers flared, they would stop and say, “Let’s not do this. 
This isn’t God’s best; we love one another.” They began us-
ing their words to remind each other of God’s love instead 
of tearing each other down.

He encourages couples: “Continue turning to the Lord 
in all that you do and represent His voice to the world 
through this beautiful interaction of marriage that God 
created and sustains.”  

“As believers, we are supposed to die to ourselves  
and serve each other. The two become one as they  
die to themselves.”—Pastor Brian Sumner

Brian was featured on Billy Graham’s TV 
series My Hope America and recently 
released a marriage devotional book: 
Never Fails.
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