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F R O M T H E S N A R E S O F D E AT H

FREEDOM FROM DRUGS &
ALCOHOL AT THE U-TURN FOR
CHRIST WOMEN’S RANCH
Story by Carmel Palmer
Photos by Tom Price

“I would forgive my father if …”
The sentence from that week’s Bible study leapt off the
page for Josie Madrid. Immediately, she knew how she
would fill in the blank: if he died. Dark memories of her
father’s rage and alcoholism swarmed inside her head: the
dread she felt as a child when he came home drunk from
the bar he owned, watching him beat her mother and
brothers, knowing she was next. The emotional damage
from his destructive behavior had set off a chain reaction
of self-destructive choices in Josie’s life: substance abuse,
three major overdoses, a cumulative six years in prison,
and ultimately broken relationships with her loved ones.
During her time at U-Turn for Christ Women’s Ranch in
Perris, CA, Josie had learned that only through her relationship with Jesus Christ could she conquer her addictions as well as the emotional wounds causing them. Now
in the U-Turn program’s second phase, Josie had opted
to take the “Healed & Set Free” class, based on the book
by Tammy Brown. “Until I took that class,” Josie acknowledged, “I didn’t realize I was still carrying so much bitterness toward my father. I knew I needed to be honest with
the class about what I was feeling. As soon as I spoke it
aloud, it felt like 1,000 pounds were lifted off me. Through
that class, God freed me from my bitterness.”
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
Philippians 4:13
Josie eventually became head overseer of the 15-acre
ranch’s 33 women, and now lives in U-Turn’s secondphase home in Hemet, CA. The ranch is one of many
U-Turn programs worldwide founded by former drug addicts Gerry and Peggy Brown. Since 1996, the ranch has
helped nearly 3,000 women through its Christ-centered,
two-phased approach. The goal is to go beyond addiction
Top: Peggy Brown encourages the ladies at the
U-Turn for Christ Women’s Ranch in Perris, CA.
Left: Peggy and the ladies from the ranch gather
in the living room to pray for a young lady who
was in a car accident.
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recovery to the full restoration and transformation God
intends for everyone. “God rescued Gerry and me out
of our darkness,” Peggy declared, “and now we have the
privilege and honor of pouring into others the hope God
has given us.”
Healed and Restored
Josie learned about the U-Turn program while in prison
for drug possession and distribution, entering it immediately after her 2014 release. One day during her first phase,
Josie got ten rose thorns embedded in her sandaled feet
while taking out the trash. “As I removed them one by one,”
she related, “I felt the Lord reminding me of the thorns
pushed into His head on Calvary—except those were
worse than mine. He was telling me He’s felt all the hurt I
have felt, and more. Every time I doubt, I look back to the
cross.” Josie has endured many beatings, stabbings, and

gunshot wounds, but the deepest wound in her life was
the loss of her youngest daughter, Jasmine, kidnapped 16
years ago at age 2 by the girl’s father and his new girlfriend.
One day in the Healed & Set Free class, she shared the story. “I told the girls I had faith God would bring her back
into my life. Thirty minutes later, the phone rang. Jasmine
wanted to meet me.”
“We were reunited on December 26, 2015—it was God’s
Christmas present to me. I held her in my arms, and we
both cried happy tears of God’s restoration and amazing love. Peggy let us use the chapel for our reunion. It
was only by God’s grace and mercy that my daughters,
Jasmine’s dad, and his wife were able to gather in the same
room. His wife was actually the first one I hugged. He had
cheated on me with her, and then when they snatched
Jasmine, my heart was so broken. But when I saw her, I

was filled with God’s forgiveness. We set aside our problems and focused on our child.” Over a barbecue lunch,
Josie learned about Jasmine’s life, savoring each tidbit of
information—her upcoming graduation from a Christian
high school; her love of ice cream; the choir she sings in.
Josie avoided bringing up the past, talking instead about
what she was learning at the ranch. “It’s so incredible how
God orchestrated all this!” Josie exclaimed. “How can I
ask Him for more? He brought my child back.”
For the Lord … will make her wilderness like Eden, and
her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness
will be found in it, thanksgiving and the voice of melody.
Isaiah 51:3
“Women come here with so many worries,” commented
Peggy. “They can’t see how God could repair the ruined

parts of their lives. After a few weeks sitting at the feet of
Jesus, studying His Word, their whole countenance begins
to change. A light turns on inside them—their eyes sparkle, their skin tone and the tone of their voices change. It’s
like when a baby is born blue and the doctor spanks it and
it takes that first gasp of air and fills with life. Getting to
watch that change is an incredible blessing.” After launching the Men’s Ranch in 1994, Gerry and Peggy received
many calls about women in need of U-Turn’s programs—
but didn’t have a place to house them. One day, a pickup
truck pulled into the ranch. The driver introduced himself as one of the ranch’s neighbors, Jerry Cohen. “I’ve
been watching you for a year,” he reported, “and I can’t
believe how you’ve transformed this property. What are
you doing?” After learning about U-Turn, Gerry recalled,
“He asked me, ‘Could you use 15 more acres?’ I told him
we don’t have the money. He retorted, ‘I didn’t ask if you

FINDING PURPOSE IN CHRIST
Above: Carolyn Osborn tends to the livestock at
the Perris, CA, ranch.
Left: Women from the ranch participate in
worship during the U-Turn for Christ Friday night
Bible study.
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had money. I asked if you could use it.’” The property enabled them to build the women’s ranch only one mile from
the men’s, though they avoid contact aside from Sunday
church services. Peggy explained, “We’re very clear that
they’re here to focus on Jesus. Anyone caught sneaking
around has to dig a five-foot by five-foot hole.”
Peggy continued, “We have to have rules—wherever these
women go in life, there will be rules they need to follow.
But at the same time, when someone rebels, my first question is, how have they been wounded? God knows the hurts
they carry long before they’re ready to open up to me. Our
leaders seek to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit in each situation.” The program immerses women in God’s Word.
They begin their days studying a chapter of Proverbs together, each woman choosing one verse they feel applies
to how God is working in their lives. At lunchtime, they
receive a memory verse hand-picked for their relationship
with Christ, starting with Philippians 4:13. Nightly Bible
studies, often featuring guest speakers from surrounding
Calvary Chapels, are followed by personal reflection time
before bed. “For the first week after a new girl arrives, we
just let the dust settle,” Peggy explained. “She has to keep
the meal schedule and the morning Proverbs study, but
otherwise we give her room to rest and adjust. When I
got off drugs, I was 95 pounds—I couldn’t get out of bed.
Having experienced it myself helps me have discernment
to handle this stage on a case-by-case basis.”
Dorine Castle arrived at U-Turn after 25 years in prison
for accidentally killing her infant. At first, the anger issues
that had caused her to shake her baby still dominated her
behavior. The staff encouraged her to get away from the
masses, as Jesus did, and let God calm her down. They
gave her memory verses about a quiet and gentle spirit.
During the two years she decided to stay, God transformed her. Dorine now lives in Maine with her husband,
a retired chief of police. Still close with the Browns, she
joined them this August at Franklin Graham’s Decision
America prayer rally in Augusta, ME, passing out 1,000
signs reading, “Prayer Changes Things: Philippians 4:6.”
Facing Forward
Each morning, the ranch’s women gather to divide into
work crews, both on the ranch and in the surrounding
community. The constantly changing assignment list is
divvied out according to each woman’s skills and needs.
Some help at CC Romoland’s K-12 school, where working
with the children helps motivate them to return to and
teach their own children about God. Others are sent to
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CC Bible College Murrieta, where Maria Graciano teaches them housekeeping skills as basic as making beds. All
assignments help equip women for future life, work, and
ministry outside the ranch.
Transition to the outside can be difficult. Before a woman
leaves, the staff tries to connect her to a CC community
and offers counsel. “I speak to them out of my own mistakes,” Peggy confessed. “I’d been a Christian one month;
I thought I had the bull by the horns. I went to tell a close
friend about Jesus and ended up using drugs for a weekend. I’ve learned prayer can be just as effective as going to
see someone. And, if you go, remember three things: take
an accountability partner, don’t stay too long, and don’t go
on old turf—meet somewhere neutral. You have to be very
careful because our enemy uses triggers. For me, something as simple as our bathroom mirror in our old house
would whisper to me, This is where you used to use dope.
You should use it now. I had to fight back, saying ‘In the
name of Jesus, by the blood of Christ, I will not do that.’”
Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which
Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. Philippians 3:12
Carolyn Osborn, now the ranch’s administrative assistant,
became involved in an unsanctioned relationship while in
her second phase. She left the program and was soon using
drugs again. Instead of giving up, she humbled herself and
returned to U-Turn to start over. She was determined not
to focus on getting to the program’s end but on learning
and receiving. “My soul felt dead in the beginning,” she asserted. “I’d hear other girls’ laughter and wish I could have
that joy.” On the long drive to work crews, Carolyn would
stare out the window, dwelling on the string of abusive
relationships behind her and how low she had fallen. God,
I’m trying to be a doer of Your Word and cast my cares on
You, she prayed. Why am I still so angry? “I felt God replying that I was angry because I was hurt and abused. But if I
would keep giving these things to Him, He would take my
hurt and anger and replace it with healing. After a couple
of weeks, I was laughing again. He restored my joy.”

Above: Pastor Gerry, Peggy (middle), and
Josie (far left) pray over one of the new
residents. As Scripture encourages, Gerry
anointed her with oil before the group
began to pray.
Left: Ranch residents enjoy visits from
family during Sunday visitations.

But one thing I do, forgetting those things which are
behind and reaching forward to those things which are
ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Philippians 3:13b-14
There is a new U-Turn for Christ women’s facility in central Pennsylvania.
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BROADENING
THE VISION

U-Turn Births a Church in Romoland, CA
Story by Carmel Palmer
Photos by Tom Price

“Gerry Brown!” called an incredulous voice, “I don’t believe this!” Looking up from his seat in the Romoland, CA,
restaurant, Gerry saw Johnny, one of the city’s roughest
drug dealers, pointing at a sign on the restaurant wall. It
advertised CC Romoland (CCR), naming Gerry as its pastor. Years ago, Gerry and Johnny had manufactured drugs
together. While Johnny went to prison for attempted murder, Gerry’s life had been radically changed by Jesus Christ.
With confidence and compassion, Gerry looked Johnny
in the eye, declaring, “Johnny, God’s big enough to do that
in your life too.” Johnny sat down to talk. By the conversation’s end, the hardened criminal was in tears. He bowed
his head, repented of his sins, and asked Jesus to take over.
He left the restaurant with a firm new faith he immediately began sharing with others in the drug trade.
“Two men I manufactured drugs with are now believers,”
Gerry reported. “My heart is filled with gratitude. As horrendous as Peggy and my backgrounds were, God has
used our story many times for His kingdom’s expansion.”
Planted in the very neighborhoods where Gerry said he
was once “a distributor of death,” CCR is a unique blend
of U-Turn residents and graduates and Romoland locals
who display new life in Christ to an area still troubled by
crime, addiction, and hopelessness.
Turned Right-side Up
“Our heart is to share the hope God gave us: He can radically change lives,” said Peggy. She recalled that gunshots often rang out close to their home near Old Town
Romoland. Gang graffiti covered the fences; drugs were
rampant. “When we were first saved, I wanted to leave.
There were too many reminders of our old life. But I felt
God saying, Wherever you go, there will be a mirror—a liquor store. You can do all things through Me. He gave us
love for Romoland. Our drug dealing had affected the
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building, Peggy spotted a sign in the women’s restroom
of a little girl and boy holding hands. Underneath, it read,
“Prayer Changes Things.”
Locals watched as the dilapidated building was repaired
and filled with people again—but not on Sunday mornings. Curious, they began filtering into the evening
U-Turn services. Eager to evangelize but wary of overstretching himself, Gerry sought Pastor Chuck Smith’s
advice on planting a community church. “If God’s opening the door, take the opportunity,” Chuck told him.
“Just be careful it doesn’t take you from your first call.”

Gerry had intended to name the church U-Turn, but
Chuck encouraged him to name it CC Romoland, for
its expanded reach. The church later moved to a larger
school auditorium.
Spurred on for Service
For Doug and Kerri Poss, who married shortly after graduating from U-Turn, becoming part of CCR was a natural
progression. Their eldest daughter was born on the ranch
while Kerri was an overseer; all four children, ranging
from 9 to 18 years old, have grown up serving alongside
their parents in children’s ministry and outreaches. “CCR

whole community, even the elementary school, because
the dealers we sold to dealt to those kids. So we wanted to
impact for Christ the areas we’d impacted for Satan. We
would get in the car and circle the city like Jericho, praying for God to deliver Romoland. I wanted to get out and
evangelize, but I had my three little kids in the car who
were scared to death.” Knowing prayer’s power in her own
life, Peggy began posting brightly-colored signs around
the city reading, “Prayer Changes Things: Philippians 4:6.”
“Seek the peace of the city where I have caused you to be
… and pray to the Lord for it; for in its peace you will
have peace.” Jeremiah 29:7
Meanwhile, U-Turn was praying for a place to hold Friday
and Sunday evening services. Attending a different CC
each Sunday had forged relationships between U-Turn
residents and the larger CC community, but growing
numbers made the arrangement increasingly difficult logistically. Around the same time, the Browns began taking
a new shortcut through downtown Romoland. Each time,
they passed a tiny church building that had fallen into disrepair, as neighborhood violence caused its membership
to dwindle. “Wouldn’t that make a wonderful CC?” asked
Peggy wistfully, knowing there was no money to buy it.
Gerry said, “We should pray and see if God wants us to
have it.” Soon after, the church’s board was meeting at a
local restaurant, discussing their urgent need to sell the
building when Gerry walked in. One board member,
whose son had attended U-Turn, recognized Gerry and
approached him about the property. Regretfully, Gerry
explained, finances were too tight. However, 15 days before the board’s deadline, an unused U-Turn property
lingering on the market for five years was suddenly sold,
providing enough money to purchase the building, make
repairs, and clear U-Turn’s debts. On their first tour of the
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Above: Pastor Gerry and Peggy
chat with Mike Pelletier, left,
after service. CC Romoland
has grown and meets in a
school auditorium.
Left: Daniel Brown leads
worship. He is one of Gerry
and Peggy’s three children
and is the leader of the Daniel
Brown Band.
Far left: Gerry ministers to a
couple as they leave after
Sunday service.
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is my family,” Kerri stated. “I love continuing to minister
to new people by telling them, ‘God set me free; He can
do it for you.’”
Gerry added, “CCR and U-Turn for Christ are one body,
one ministry. U-Turn provides a constant influx of new
believers. Churchgoers can have a tendency to forget how
desperate we are for the Lord. But when there are 165 people from U-Turn, that’s a lot of people who understand
that. They raise the roof during worship; their excitement
is contagious. Yet without maturity, that enthusiasm can
easily become misguided; they need seasoned believers to
come alongside them. Our members who’ve come out of
a lifestyle of addiction, only caring about the next high,
need believers from outside that experience to model
what healthy family life looks like. As one body with many
members, we must function together to be the best we can
be and to have the greatest impact on the world.”
Prayer has been a cornerstone for CCR’s ministry, from
its first planning session through its most recent events.
When gangs and graffiti start overtaking the neighborhood, prayer campaigns are launched hand in hand with
on-street ministry. Again and again, Peggy reported, “We
ask God to clean house, and see Him do it. SWAT teams
come in to clear out criminal activity, fences are repainted,
and people come to know Christ.”
Gerry concluded, “Our people learn to see prayer as an
active, necessary part of accomplishing anything for the
Lord. Then we move on to being God’s hands and feet.”

The manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for
the profit of all. 1 Corinthians 12:7
“I believe in giving opportunity” Gerry continued. “When
you give people a platform to use their gifts for God’s glory,
the resulting excitement and growth in the Lord can create church leaders. Opportunities like that involve risks,
but leaders need to be willing to take them. What if Pastor
Chuck hadn’t taken a risk on men like Raul Ries and Mike
MacIntosh? The CC Movement wouldn’t have happened.
Sometimes it’s a long investment.” He related how CCR
Pastor Erin Winemiller came from a background of drugs
and attempted murder. “God clearly changed his heart,
yet he walked away from ministry a few times. The last
time, his family stayed in a double-wide in our backyard
while he was shooting heroin on the streets of Mexico. I
sent two men to find him and bring him back. He went
through U-Turn, God restored his life, and now he’s my
right-hand man, walking faithfully with God for 17 years.
His story is not uncommon in U-Turn or the community.”
Gerry continued, “Let me be clear: it can be a battle. The
pain of pouring into people’s lives and watching them
walk away is devastating—unless you have a very good
grasp on God’s daily mercy to you. I’m incredibly grateful
for Peggy’s and others’ love, support, and persistent prayer
for me. Remembering that drives me in those times.”
Peggy added, “Sometimes people ask, ‘How do you do all
this?’ We don’t. God does it. He opens one little door at a
time, and we just keep walking through it.”

CC Romoland

ccromoland.org
info@uturnforchrist.com

951-928-3505

Video
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Above: Peggy encourages a lady after the Sunday
morning service.
Left: Anna Silvis, a Sunday school teacher at CC
Romoland, leads the children in song.
Far left: Men from the church linger to minister to
each other outside after the Sunday service.
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