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A CHURCH IN RURAL IDAHO
SUPPORTS FOSTER AND
ADOPTIVE FAMILIES
Pastor Mike Hughes of Calvary Chapel Emmett, ID,
recounted one of his most painful conversations as
a foster dad. “How do you control this boy?!” asked
the exhausted, exasperated woman on the phone.
Grappling with conflicting emotions, Mike knew he
could best help his former foster children by supporting the aunt with whom they now lived.
Mike answered gently, “Joshua really needs nurturing and one-on-one time.” She sighed, saying she had
no time for that as a full-time nurse and part-time
student. Mike recommended some books and offered to help however possible, and the call ended.
His heart ached. The children he loved were still far
away, and he was helpless to comfort them.
Steve enjoys playing with his son, who is in foster care with the
Hughes family. Pastor Mike Hughes, CC Emmett, ID, and his wife,
Shannon, help birth families stay involved in their children’s lives.

The children’s fostering journey had been a rough road.
Between leaving their birth parents and arriving at the
Hughes’ home, 4-year-old Joshua and 2-year-old Hannah
had moved five times. Whenever guests visited, the confused toddlers acted out horribly. The children asked
Mike and his wife Shannon if the guests were their new
parents. The Hugheses were already pursuing adoption,
but it took months of reassurances before Joshua trusted
them enough to pray that they would be his forever family. A week later, the couple discovered that, though led
to believe they were the only ones pursuing adoption, an
aunt was also fighting for custody. As a family member,
the aunt outranked the Hugheses. They said goodbye,
expecting never to see the children again. Worse, Joshua
was brokenhearted and bitter, his young faith crushed.
However, one week after that phone call, the aunt relinquished custody of Joshua. They eagerly took him
back. Joshua leapt into their arms, beaming. “Do you
remember what you prayed?” Shannon asked. His little
face crumpled as he said God didn’t answer his prayer.

Smiling, Shannon reminded him, “Buddy, where are you
now?” His face lit up with realization. At CC Emmett’s
next foster care support meeting, Joshua boldly prayed
that Hannah would come home, too. Soon after, his
prayer was answered, and both children were adopted,
joining older brother Isaiah. Mike reported, “Joshua’s
faith has been very strong since then—he knows God
answers prayer.”
“Pure and undefiled religion before our ... Father is this:
to look after orphans and widows in their distress ...”
James 1:27 [HCSB]
At CC Emmett, caring for foster children is a wholechurch ministry. Each November, their Orphan Sunday
event revisits Scripture’s mandate to care for orphans,
and their commitment to follow it. Some of CC Emmett’s
many foster parents share their testimonies. A wall of
photographs displays children available for adoption.
After the service, a foster care organization’s representative answers prospective parents’ questions. This past

Orphan Sunday, Mike taught on James 1:27. He commented, “There are 1,600 churches in Idaho, and 1,300
children without a placement. As a church, we stand
at a pivotal place to be the hands and feet of Jesus. We
can’t change these children’s pasts, but Jesus can change
their meaning, and give them a future and a hope.” The
roughly 400-person church’s large impact on its community started very small, sparked seven years ago by one
woman’s impassioned speech.
God Will Care for Your Heart
“Adoption has always been on my heart,” said Dara Sund,
who co-leads CC Emmett’s youth group with her husband Trevor. “Being adopted into a Christian home deeply affected me.” The Sunds became foster parents in order
to care for a cousin’s children, but by the time they had
completed the process, those children were already being
adopted into a loving Christian home. Instead, the Sunds
received Gracie—a deaf 3-month-old placed with them
because of the Trevor family’s familiarity with American
Sign Language. “The first time I visited Gracie, she was

with a woman who had fostered over 200 infants. It was
so hard to lay Gracie back in her crib and wait until the
next day to get her. That woman counseled me, ‘Dara, if
for some reason Gracie can’t come with you, God will
take care of your heart.’ Knowing you could possibly lose
these kids makes you want to hold your heart back, but
God wants you to love them unconditionally and to trust
Him to care for your heart.”

“AS A CHURCH, WE STAND AT
A PIVOTAL PLACE TO BE THE
HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS.
WE CAN’T CHANGE THESE
CHILDREN’S PASTS, BUT
JESUS CAN ... GIVE THEM A
FUTURE AND A HOPE.”
PASTOR MIKE HUGHES
Above: At a National Adoption Day gathering they
had at CC Emmett, Mike and Shannon talk to a
mom who adopted children during the event.
They had the opportunity to share the Gospel
with her.
Left: Pastor Mike prays over breakfast after getting
the kids ready for Sunday services.
20

CALVARY CHAPEL MAGAZINE

21

“GOD BEGAN SPEAKING TO MY HEART FROM SCRIPTURE
ABOUT HIS COMMANDS TO CARE FOR ORPHANS. I STARTED
THINKING, WHY AREN’T MORE PEOPLE IN THE CHURCH
OPENING THEIR HOMES TO THESE KIDDOS?”
DARA SUND
Soon after adopting Gracie, they requested a Down
Syndrome child and received Kiya, a blind infant, and her
mute 3-year-old sister, Emma. Gracie’s hearing was miraculously restored, Kiya’s eyesight drastically improved after
many surgeries, and Emma began speaking. “Somewhere
in the middle of that,” Dara stated, “God began speaking
to my heart from Scripture about His commands to care
for orphans. I started thinking, Why aren’t more people in
the church opening their homes to these kiddos?”
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As these families care for their foster children, the CC
Emmett church family cares for them. Dara reported,
“Any time I get a new placement, I know I’ll have at least
a couple weeks of food from our meals ministry. But it
goes beyond that—people bring food, clothes, and beds.
They give cars to families that get a large sibling group.
They offer to clean the house, babysit, iron. It makes fostering so much easier, because I’m not in this alone. When
things are hard, I never feel like I’m putting someone out
when I need something, because there’s an overall attitude
of wanting to help.” That attitude has spread beyond the

church to ministries such as a local Royal Family Kids
Camp, a one-week Christian summer camp for foster children where many from CC Emmett have served.
Below left: Mike shares a message about God’s heart
for orphans during Sunday service. A display at the
event encouraged attendees to pray for specific
children; some are now being adopted.
Below: Shannon Hughes’ son shows her a craft he
made during the Foster/Adopt support group.

Pastor Mike allowed Dara to speak to the congregation,
which was then half its current size. “Dara’s announcement lit a fire in our church,” Mike testified. “It changed
our church culture, awakening a desire to help.” In the
next year, ten CC Emmett couples trained as foster parents, including the Hugheses. They soon started a foster
care support group. “We didn’t know how overwhelming
foster parenting can be,” Mike confessed. “People need a
safe place to sit down and talk through the difficulties.”

CALVARY CHAPEL MAGAZINE

23

For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to
fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we
cry out, “Abba, Father.” Romans 8:15
One Kid Is Worth It
Each Thursday, Aaron Granden travels to the Patriot
Center, a juvenile home, to offer Bible teaching to the
36 boys living there, most of whom are foster children.
“There’s no set program,” Aaron explained. “Whether we’re
teaching through the life of Bible characters like Joseph
and Daniel, watching apologetics videos, or doing Bible
trivia, I try to work the Gospel into every visit.”
Usually less than 10 of the children decide to attend, but
Aaron stated, “I’ve never been discouraged by the numbers. What if that was my kid? Wouldn’t it be worth it?
There’s only one time that nobody showed up, but I’d been
talking to one of the boys and knew he was going through
a rough time. I asked the guard to see if Brent* wanted to
talk one-on-one. He did. It takes quite a few visits for these
kids to open up to you—they know you’re just one more
person coming in and out of their lives. But Brent told me
about the abuse and rejection in his past. His mom had
just gotten out of rehab; he was so excited about going to
live with her. She backed out on him; it crushed the kid.
‘Even my own mom doesn’t want me,’ he said.” That day
and in many other one-on-one talks, Aaron reiterated to
Brent that he is not unwanted and unloved, but has a heavenly Father who created him for a purpose. Brent eventually professed faith in Christ.
Aaron continued, “When I was asked to take over this
ministry three years ago, my initial reaction was that it
wasn’t for me. I prayed about it, though, and God put a
burden on my heart for these kids. Their parents have
not been able to care for them. Society has set them aside.
These children need to know they have a Father who cares
about them and won’t give up on them.”
Let God Build Your Family
During the years the Hugheses struggled with infertility, a woman prophesied that their children would be a
light to their family. When Isaiah was conceived a little
over a year later, they assumed the prophecy was for him.
However, as their home has filled with unexpected children, fostered and adopted, their definition of family has
broadened, and their children’s light has reached farther
to more people than they even imagined. “When people
think about foster care,” Mike declared, “they think about
the difficulties instead of the tremendous open doors for
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the Gospel not only to the kids, but their birth parents,
foster parents, case workers, and everyone else you meet
in the process.”
Above: Mike and Shannon pray with the Masis family
at the Foster/Adopt support group. The Masises
have two adopted children and recently began
providing foster care to four siblings.
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“IT TAKES QUITE A FEW VISITS FOR THESE KIDS TO OPEN
UP TO YOU—THEY KNOW YOU’RE JUST ONE MORE PERSON
COMING IN AND OUT OF THEIR LIVES.”
AARON GRANDEN
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Gracie,” Dara continued, “I began praying for all the
children God had for me, wherever they might be in the
world. I knew with each of my daughters that they were
the ones God had for us. There were other children I
wanted to adopt, but God warned me from the beginning
they weren’t mine, and He found homes for them. When
Ava came along, Trevor and I knew, ‘OK, this is who we
were waiting for. She completes the picture.’ Let the Lord
build your family. If you’re trusting and seeking Him,
He’ll show you what to do.”

The Hugheses built a relationship with Joshua and
Hannah’s former foster mother, Dawn. Eventually they
invited her to CC Emmett’s Easter service, where she accepted Christ. She has been active and growing at CC
Emmett ever since. Following the Sund’s example, the
Hugheses involve birth parents in their children’s lives to
the maximum degree that is safe for the children, whether that involves weekly supervised visits, inviting them to
Easter dinner, or simply sharing pictures on Facebook.
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*The name is fictitious to protect the privacy of the person.

Calvary Chapel Emmett, ID
ccemmett.org/foster

Video

professed faith in Christ and was baptized. Since then,
the parents have separated. With the Hugheses’ support,
Steve has been working hard to regain his parental rights.
Mike related, “It’ll be very emotional either way. We love
these boys; we also love Steve. The entire extended family
knows, though, that if we adopt the boys, the family will
stay involved in their lives.”
Dara added, “After adopting Gracie, I felt God was telling
me, ‘I didn’t just give you Gracie—I gave you her mom,
too, to love and support.’ I visited Tammy on a monthly
basis for a year, making sure she stuck to her recovery
plan. I told her, ‘The ball’s in your court. If you want to be
in Gracie’s life, you must make good choices.’ She started
attending church with us, eventually was saved and baptized. She still struggles sometimes with making the right
choices, and we’re still learning to navigate that struggle.
While protecting our girls is our top priority, we also remember God’s given us a chance to show their parents
His love, mercy and forgiveness.”

Shannon remembers at an early doctor appointment for
a sibling group in their care, which the birth mother also
attended, “I started automatically answering the doctor’s
questions. Then I caught myself. I said, ‘Oh, I’m sorry—
this is their birth mom. She knows way more than me.’
She’d seemed uneasy and leery of me, but that instantly
softened her. On the way to the car, I asked her, ‘Is there
anything you want me to tell your kids before I put them
to bed every night? Feel free to call any time.’ I asked if I
could pray for her, and while I was praying, she started
crying. I comforted her, saying, ‘We’re really rooting for
you, and I want you to know I’ll do everything I can to
help your kids.’”

“I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.”
John 14:18

When the parents regained custody, they treated the
Hugheses like family, inviting them to birthday parties
and other family gatherings. Sadly, they relapsed and
lost custody again, but were comforted that their two
sons were with the Hugheses. They requested that the
Hugheses adopt their sons if their rights were permanently lost. They visited CC Emmett where the father, Steve,

Last summer, the Sunds adopted Ava, a 15-year-old foster
child in CC Emmett’s youth group. Ava had weathered
a great deal of rejection, but as she watched her youth
leaders with their adopted daughters, she believed there
might be a family in which she could truly belong. Ava
was unaware when she asked the Sunds to adopt her that
they had already been praying about it for months. “After
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Far left: Dan Church holds his daughter at the Foster/Adopt Support Group while his son plays.
Left: Dara Sund and her children stack firewood for a single mom, whose daughter, Lilly, center in black blouse,
is fighting leukemia.
Above: At the support group, Shannon, right, prays with Angel O’Brien, (left) and Brenda Folwell, (middle). Both
recently were told that their foster children would be returning to their birth parents.

27

