A TIME OF
REFRESHING

CC MERRITT ISLAND
HOSTS A TIME OF
REFLECTION & UNITY
UNDER CHRIST FOR
PASTORS & LEADERS

Story & photos by Tom Price unless otherwise noted

God is good! Kari Saul thought to herself at the Southeast
pastors and leaders conference at Calvary Chapel Merritt
Island(CCMI), FL, this past January. In that moment, she
was so overwhelmed by recalling the Lord’s faithfulness
that she was breathless: All three of her adult children
were sitting with her, praising Christ as a family. Two
years ago, she had been standing in the same conference
with tears pouring down her face during a special prayer
time for children who had strayed from God.

encouragement, ‘God is faithful! You can trust Him!’ I felt
every emotion personally that each mother and father in
the congregation was praying aloud for their prodigals.”
Kari sensed that the common thread of this year’s conference should bring comfort to those struggling with children who have walked away from God. “Don’t grow weary,
stay the course. Our God is faithful; our Jesus has always

Top right: Pastor Malcolm Wild, left, leads the
congregation in worship at the Southeast Pastors’
Conference. Photo by Karl Ronstrom
Right: Over 600 attendees listen to Pastor Kent
Nottingham, from CC Tallahassee, FL.
Below: Pastor John Eastwood, right, CC Southbury,
CT, prays for the Lord’s direction for a woman.

She remembered how worried and fearful she had been for
their middle child, Cory, who had walked away from God
when he and his wife got a divorce. Instead of running to
Christ during his ordeal, Cory had turned to drugs and
lost his job because of it. Kari recalled, “After growing up
in a Christian home and youth group at CC Palm Harbor,
my son began to doubt God.” The situation had become
so bad that Kari and her husband, Randy, had prayed a
prayer no parent likes to say: “Lord, please do whatever it
takes to bring Cory back to You.”
Randy and Kari serve as missionaries in Kebabe, Kenya,
sent out from their home church, CC Palm Harbor, FL.
Kari recalled how they left the conference two years before—broken-hearted but still believing that God would
answer their heartfelt prayers. After they returned to
Kenya, the situation deteriorated further. Finally, their oldest son drove Cory to U-Turn for Christ at CC Lexington,
SC. The troubled young man finished both phases of the
program and was healed from his drug addiction, turning
his burdens over to Jesus. In fact, Cory and his brother are
working to begin a U-Turn for Christ program in Tampa.
This year, as Kari was listening to the mothers and fathers praying for their prodigal children, she could feel
the pain in their prayers, remembering her own broken
heart two years ago. “I wanted to shout out to them in
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“... WE ARE SHEEP FIRST AND SHEPHERDS AFTER THAT.”
PASTOR ROGER JAHN, CC LAKELAND, FL
been relevant.” Kari remembered that one of the speakers,
Pastor John Miller, said that being spirit-filled is not a title,
it is a condition.
Now you have every spiritual gift you need as you
eagerly wait for the return of our Lord Jesus Christ. He
will keep you strong to the end so that you will be free
from all blame on the day when our Lord Jesus Christ
returns. 1 Corinthians 1:7-8 (NLT)
“Pastors are always pouring out,” said Roger Jahn. “I always need to remind myself that we are sheep first and

shepherds after that. If we aren’t nourished, then our
congregations suffer. So for me and my wife, the time at
CC Merritt Island was a great time of refreshing.” Roger
founded Calvary Chapel Lakeland in 1996 after serving at
Coastline Calvary Chapel in Gulf Breeze, FL, under John
Spencer. Several years ago, Roger also felt called to volunteer to be the Lakeland Fire Department’s first chaplain in
addition to leading the church.
While each teaching seemed to build on the next, Roger
was stirred when Ray Bentley reminded everyone of the
importance of prayer and fasting. “It has been exciting
this past year as our church has done a lot of much needed
outreach in our own community, which is in a poorer section of Lakeland,” Roger mentioned. But as he listened to
Ray, he sensed the Lord calling him to encourage his fellowship to fast and pray. “I felt like I left the conference
with a new fire in my heart and clear direction from the
Lord for 2017.”
These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication. Acts 1:14a
For Pastor John Durante, Jersey Shore Calvary Chapel, NJ,
the conference was a much needed reprieve for him personally. John added, “It was just what the Great Physician
ordered. I was ushered into the presence of the Holy Spirit.”
John was amazed at the number of volunteers from the
church that served faithfully throughout the entire event.
“As the speakers taught through the first several chapters
of Acts and during the sweet times of worship, I sensed
the Lord’s desire to spend time with us, His children.”

Above: Pastor Bobby Hargraves, CC Hudson Valley,
NY, shares a story with new friends he just met.
Right: Pastor Malcolm Wild, right, shares a laugh
with Assistant Pastor Len Fedorowicz, CCMI.
Below: The congregation enjoys a special time of
praise and worship.

Malcolm Wild, senior pastor of CC Merritt Island, FL, reflected on the event. The church has been leading conferences for many years and people typically comment that
the last one was the best. But to Malcolm, this one had
special significance as it seemed the Lord poured out His
Spirit on the conference.
Above: Attendees pray fervently for the Lord’s
guidance in their lives. Participants enjoyed the
worship, teachings, and prayer.
Top: Pastor Howard Davies, CC Merritt Island, FL,
(CCMI) encourages missionary Hatch Holmes.
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“I do believe all attending experienced a very real sense of
the presence of the Lord,” Malcolm said. “God knew we all
really needed a time of refreshing. For me personally, I left
with the distinct impression that God’s hand of blessing
is very much upon Calvary Chapel people who seek Him
with a pure heart.”
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“GOD’S HAND OF BLESSING
IS VERY MUCH UPON
CALVARY CHAPEL PEOPLE
WHO SEEK HIM WITH A
SECCPC (Video Archive)
seccpc.com

PURE HEART.”
PASTOR MALCOLM WILD
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