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JOSE VICTOR AND HIS FAMILY WALK A JOURNEY
OF FAITH IN INDIA WITH LOVING SUPPORT AND
MENTORING FROM BELIEVERS IN EUROPE AND THE
UNITED STATES.
Entering a hospital in Mumbai, India, to meet a stage IV
leukemia patient, “I was terrified,” Jose Victor confessed.
“I thought, How can I bring this guy hope? I don’t know
what to say; I haven’t done this before. But I went trusting
the Lord; He gave the opportunity.” It was May 2016, and
a Christian nurse had requested Jose pray for 20-year-old
Devendra Roy, a Hindu. When they met, Jose continued,
“Devendra was hopeless. He said, ‘I don’t want to live
like this; I want to die. I’m such a burden to my family.’ I
shared God’s love, and it was amazing the way his heart
changed in one hour. Within two weeks, he said, ‘Jesus
is my Lord, and I have a reason to live.’ God is healing
him—now he’s healthy, back at his job, and attending our
church.” Devendra frequently shares his testimony in village outreach and Jose is mentoring him.
Born in India, Jose had been a believer for about five years
when as a 24-year-old he encountered Calvary Chapel in
2004. Jose recalled, “We didn’t have Facebook or Twitter

Jose and Sarah Victor and their children, left to right,
Jaden, Zuwena, and Zohara.
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yet; we used Christian chat rooms. People who were excited about Jesus came together and typed lots of hearts
and praises to God. We also had visitors: Hindus, atheists, and Muslims. They talked rubbish, bombarding us
with hate messages and asking difficult questions.” One
day, “Someone showed up with Bible verses,” Jose continued. “Every question someone asked, this lady had an
answer. She would take a Bible verse, break it into pieces,
and explain it. It was so powerful and convicting to me; I
didn’t know half that information. And those disturbing
us would just leave the chat.”
This continued for months, and Jose’s curiosity grew. “I
wanted to know who she was,” he said. Due to her Bible
knowledge, “I thought she must be an old lady. Then
I learned she was 17 years old! She was from a small
Calvary Chapel in Slovenia. She had been attending
church for only two years.” Challenged afresh, Jose knelt
down. “I said, ‘Lord, I want whatever this girl has. Also I
want to meet the pastor who is teaching her,’” he shared.
Life moved on.
Glimpsing God by Grace
Jose and his wife Sarah were married in 2009. While expecting their first child in 2010, they felt God was sending Jose out of India. Exploring, he Googled opportunities, and Calvary Chapel Bible College Europe (CCBCE)
popped up. “The bell rang in my mind,” recounted Jose.
“I thought, That girl was from a Calvary Chapel.” During
the following months, “God did so many miracles so I
could go,” he continued. “I got my visa five hours before
my flight.” Sarah temporarily remained in India for their
daughter’s birth. Upon Jose’s arrival at CCBCE in Vajta,
Hungary, “I was a religious, legalistic guy,” he remembered with a chuckle. “I had a lot of questions and doubts
about things I had been taught.”
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Dean Yorimitsu jumps over, left to right, Pastor Kurt Kula of Calvary Chapel Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Stephin
George, a ministry worker at The Church, Navi Mumbai, India, and Jeff Gipe, pastor at NCL Church in Newport Beach
California at a impromptu skateboard demonstration in a shopping plaza in Mumbai.
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Top center: Curious teens asked Jose
why he was in their neighborhood.
This opened the door to talk
about Jesus and invite them to his
weekly Bible study for youth.
Top right: Jeff is asking Jose how the
ministry started. Since Jeff’s first
trip in October 2015, they have
grown close.
Middle right: Jose and Roshan
baptize Ranjit at Juhu beach.
Photo courtesy of Jose Victor

Bottom right: Sarah Victor (Jose’s
wife) and Helen Joy (Jose’s sister)
pray for a mother and her child
who live in a slum called Sambhaji
Nagar. Photo courtesy of Jose Victor

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest
anyone should boast. Ephesians 2:8-9
Accustomed to stringent rules and extremely expressive worship, Jose was struck by the ability to know God
through His Word, rather than rules or emotionalism. “I’d
spent my 10 years as a Christian clapping, speaking in
tongues, and seeing people roll around in worship,” Jose
shared. “My walk with God was always going up and
down because I was not discipled by the Word. So I had
been failing and falling a lot. There in Hungary, I came to
know God in a new way. Through verse-by-verse Bible
teaching, I was learning to relate to Him like a friend.” He
also got to meet the Slovenian from the chat room and
her pastor.
Trial by Fire and by Opportunity
Sarah arrived in Hungary with their oldest in 2011
and spent a year attending inductive Bible studies and
CCBCE classes. As the Victors learned about Calvary
Chapel’s founding during the Jesus Movement of the
American 1970s, they dreamed of a similar work in
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India. Jose expressed, “Reading in Harvest [a book of
testimonies written by Chuck Smith and Tal Brooke] of
lives changed by God’s grace, I was inspired. I thought
of how many friends I had in India who were like that
[addicted to drugs, not dressing or behaving in a way the
older generation approves, etc.] who can’t even come to
church. People don’t accept them. But while getting excited about our vision for India, we were tempted by opportunities all over the world. It’s a vibrant Bible college,
so people with missions hearts recruit there. We considered Glasgow and the States; but our hearts still burned
for India.”
On a trip to India for their second child’s birth, financial
disaster struck: “Someone stole almost all our money, and
we became bankrupt,” Jose explained. “I had to decide between finishing Bible College or staying with my family. I
knew what I had been taught there, what God’s Word says,
so I stayed to focus on the family.”
But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and
is worse than an unbeliever. 1 Timothy 5:8
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Top left: High-rise buildings in downtown Mumbai, India, are a
striking contrast and vivid reminder of a large populace waiting to
hear the good news about Jesus Christ.
Right: Jose, second from right, shares the Gospel during a Bible
study while, left to right, Neeta, Sarah Victor, Devendra, and Jeetu
listen. Neeta and Jeetu gave their life to Christ at the end of the
study. Devendra accepted Christ when he was going through
chemotherapy and is now healed and walking with Christ.
Photo courtesy of Jose Victor

Bottom left: Believers at The Church, Navi Mumbai, pray for Ranjit,
Noah, Ruth, Helen, and Alishiba minutes before their baptism.

Photo courtesy of Jose Victor

During the following months, jobs and ministries continually disappeared into mirages. Jose remarked, “We
tried building a ministry based on models we had seen
in Europe, instead of waiting on God. No one was getting
saved, and we had problem after problem.” They sensed
God directing them to slow down and trust Him to bring
opportunities and connections. They also relocated from
Jose’s far-southern home city, Chennai, to Sarah’s home
city, Mumbai. More than 600 miles apart in a nation of
hundreds of distinct ethnic groups, “The two cities have
totally different cultures and kinds of people,” he explained. “I felt so inadequate. I don’t even speak the languages of Mumbai.” His main language became English,
which is well-known by young, educated Indians.
Connected by Grace
In October 2015, in California, Pastor Jeff Gipe from
Newport Coast Lighthouse Church (NCL Church) in
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Newport Beach, CA, was leaving for Mumbai with fellow
CC pastors David Grisanti and John Knapp. Weeks beforehand, missionary Don Patton had recommended that
Jeff meet Jose, whom Don knew from CCBCE. “India
being so small,” Jeff later remarked tongue-in-cheek, “I
said, ‘Sure, I’ll email him; he probably lives in a city we’re
visiting!’” Jose replied that he couldn’t wait—and that the
Victors had just moved to Mumbai.
When they met, Jose remembered, “Those guys really
encouraged me. They said I should go forward like God
said to Gideon: Then the LORD turned to him and said,
“Go in this might of yours, and you shall save Israel from
the hand of the Midianites. Have I not sent you?” (Judges
6:14). Afterward, Jose remembered, “I kept praying. And
every time I left our bedroom, I saw three skateboards
from Ride Nature”—an action sports ministry Jose had
begun partnering with in Chennai. “One day I said to

Sarah, ‘I think I’ll learn skateboarding.’ She was surprised and asked, ‘At this age? Well, whatever you want.’
So I started learning. I watched YouTubes and tripped a
lot; many people laughed at me. But teens started coming around me, and I built relationships with them. They
were so happy because I shared the skateboards. No one
ever shares anything with them.”
Upon returning to the United States, Jeff and David
Grisanti stayed in touch with Jose, encouraged him, and
helped him with resources, study materials, and support as needed. When Jeff and David returned in spring
2016, the group held a men’s conference on 1 Peter. Jose
recalled, “To our surprise, 85 attended. A breakthrough
happened when girls asked afterward, ‘Can’t you invite
women also?’ Two months later, we started a Bible study
for girls and guys.” This gathering grew into The Church,
Navi Mumbai.
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In time, girls asked for more: A Bible study just for them.
Sarah expressed, “I was not confident initially, but I
prayed and the Lord directed me to start. We have gone
through Ruth and Esther, and we are really enjoying our
time with God. We pray for each other and our ministry, and I can see their lives are transforming. We have
visited the slums and are ministering to two ladies there,
Sangeeta and Neeta. Neeta has given her life to Christ
and is reading the Bible every day. I am discipling her
at home as she is coming to my house to help me cook”
for the fellowship’s gatherings. “It has changed me as
a person,” Sarah added. “I love to serve people. I was
not a people person, not social, but now I like to talk
about Jesus with them. God is giving me wisdom; I am
more obedient to Him and have become very sensitive
to listen to His voice. I am growing and being washed
by His words.”
Grace Transforms
Jeff ’s son Tyler Gipe, an assistant pastor at NCL Church,
also taught at the men’s conference. Tyler reported, “I really

connected with Stefin George and Jibin Matthew. Stefin is
totally joy-filled and enthusiastic in worship. Jibin is so
passionate that he spends every spare, precious minute
with the group. They are all so genuine about their faith;
everything centers around Jesus. There’s no differentiation between hanging out and worshiping. Conversation
naturally turned into prayer and then singing.”
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom,
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord. Colossians 3:16
Sachin Biju, who began attending in 2016 when Bible
studies convened in a guitar shop, feeds the homeless by
collecting excess food from restaurants. When they met,
Jeff recalled, “Sachin was new to the group and told me he
wanted to remain in his traditional religious background.
Since then, he’s gotten born again and wants to become a
pastor. Jose is discipling him, Stefin, Jibin, and Devendra
in ministry.”

The group recently began street witnessing through oneon-one conversations. Jose expressed, “Last Sunday when
we went out, some showed interest in coming to our gathering”—at which he has now taught through the Gospel of
John, John’s Epistles, Proverbs, and 1st and 2nd Timothy.
“A shepherd is supposed to feed the sheep the Word,”
Jose continued. “I come from the city where the Apostle
Thomas preached, the country where William Carey and
Amy Carmichael served. Yet our nation is hurting due to
lacking God’s Word. Our vision is to teach the Word simply. I’m working with Dan Finfrock in teaching inductive
Bible study to pastors in India, and I’m putting together a
YouTube channel called ‘simplibible.’ The more I teach the
Bible, the more I’m challenged to study it diligently.”
As newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that
you may grow thereby. 1 Peter 2:2

Top left: Kurt talks with two
young men hanging out at a
shopping center in Mumbai.
Kurt was a teacher at CC Bible
College when Jose attended.

Generations of Grace
When Jose went to CCBCE, he was taught by missionaries Pam Markey, Paul Lange, Jeremy Foster, Shaun
Havelaar, Caleb Beller, Phil Metzger, Don Patten, and
Árpád Horváth-Kavai. They poured into Jose and Sarah
day in and day out. Their life and witness inspired Jose
and Sarah to live out what they had learned. Now, Jose
and Sarah are pouring into the young men and women
God brings to them.

Center: Young men hold up
their arms in worship during
the March 2016 “Mencourage”
conference.

And the things that you have heard from me among
many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will
be able to teach others also. 2 Timothy 2:2

Bottom left: Pastor David
Grisanti teaches from 1 Peter,
the conference theme, how
to be a godly man. David and
Jeff met Jose for the first time
only six months before the
men’s conference.

Jose concluded, “This ministry is not from our strength.
God’s building plans are always higher, greater, and unimaginable. There are a lot of Joses out there, people
like me needing disciplers to pour into them. So many
Indian souls are hungry. Some are so starved they don’t
even know they’re hungry. We need shepherds to feed
them God’s Word; that’s God’s heart. All my teaching is in
English. So if you speak English, pray about coming!”
Then He [Jesus] said to His disciples, “The harvest truly
is plentiful, but the laborers are few.” Matthew 9:37

The Church, Navi Mumbai
Josevictor@gmail.com
Whatsapp: 961-968-2337

Video
24

CALVARY CHAPEL MAGAZINE

25

