HOPE IN CHRIST
CC VISALIA BELIEVERS MINISTER TO
CHILDREN AND THE HURTING.
Photos by Tom Price
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Eleven-year-old Jennah Creason is
a petite martial artist known for her
mean right roundhouse kick, but
she remembers being mesmerized
as Mrs. Pat told her about Jesus. She
had been coming to Calvary Kids
Bible Club for two years, full of curiosity and questions. That day, she
Jennah Creason
finally understood the Gospel and
knew she wanted to follow Jesus. At age 7, she prayed and
asked Jesus to forgive her sins and come into her heart. “I
thought it was amazing that Jesus died for us to save us
from all our sins, even though He didn’t have to. I opened
my heart to be closer to Him,” recalled Jennah. “Jesus
came into my life and filled that space in my heart because I didn’t have a mom,” she said, her voice catching.
“I’m so glad. I wish everyone could know Him.”
She convinced her dad to take her to Calvary Chapel
Visalia. She said, “I wanted my dad to love Jesus as much
as I do.” With chronic back pain from a stabbing injury
in his youth, Larry was a loner with a tough exterior, but
he finally agreed. As Jennah trotted off with the other
children to Sunday school, Larry nervously faced the big
sanctuary full of strangers.
“Everyone made me feel right at home; it really touched
me,” he said. For the first few months, he would “choke
up” at church, then go to the back or an overflow room
to listen. “I used to joke that Satan didn’t want to let go
of me, but it wasn’t really a joke. It was fear. I didn’t think
I was worthy enough to be there.” As Pastor Bob Grenier
taught verse by verse through the Bible, Larry began to
understand God’s love and grace. He accepted Jesus
and was baptized in 2014. The following March, Jennah
was baptized at age 9. Assistant Pastor Mike Buford met
weekly with Larry, who recalled, “Meeting with him really
helped me to understand the Bible and read it on my own.”
Larry’s parents were amazed that their once-distant son

Top right: Pastor Bob Grenier greets a long-time
attendee. Bob and his wife Gayle started the
church in Visalia after leading a Shiloh fellowship
in Oregon.
Bottom right: Congregants worship during a
Sunday service. Bob felt led to move to Visalia
in 1978 after praying for the Lord’s direction and
consulting with Pastor Chuck Smith.
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was spending time with them and had a new joy. He and
Jennah invited them to church, and now they also profess
personal faith in Christ.
Jennah encourages other youngsters, “Try to get your
family to go to church with you. Start with your parents,
then your grandparents. I’m going from one family member at a time; I want them all to know Him.” When she
wins an award for her martial arts, Jennah always wears
her Jesus T-shirt. She often shares her favorite verse, John
3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life.”
Bringing Children to Jesus
With a large donation from a local believer 12 years ago,
CC Visalia partnered with local authorities and three
other pastors to start both the Reaching Youth karate
program and the local Calvary Kids Bible Clubs. Over
the past decade, nearly 2,000 children have attended the
weekly Bible clubs in about nine different schools.
“Our goal was to reach children at risk. Many had one
parent at home; some had fathers in jail,” said Pastor Bob
Grenier, who attended the clubs for the first three years.
“We would take prayer requests, and it was not uncommon to hear children say their brother got shot—horrible
gang-related problems.”
Sally Smith recalled, “The children would move often;
you never knew if it was their last opportunity to hear
about Jesus. So we asked our teachers to share the Gospel
in some way each week. Also, we tried to show them

appropriate physical affection, being wise, and having at
least two adults in the classroom. We were blessed to have
many men involved, many retirees. It’s important for the
children to see men who love the Lord because a lot of
them don’t have male role models.”
Philip Pierschbacher, an assistant superintendent in the
Tulare City school system, oversees CC Visalia’s Bible
clubs; this year, 25 church volunteers minister to 350 children in three cities. Philip explained, “The law does give
equal access to churches as long as it’s after school, and the
kids know what they are signing up for.” He observed, “It’s
surprising how many students have never heard of Jesus
Christ.” Matthew 18:4 says, “Therefore whoever humbles
himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom
of heaven.” Philip added, “Christ calls us to humble ourselves like a child and have that childlike faith; children
are precious to Him. That’s the basis of our ministry, to
reach out to those that He loves.”
Making Disciples
In addition to teaching young people about Jesus, Pastor
Bob Grenier spent two years discipling nearly 100 people in the church in small groups during the week. Now
15 elders are discipling about 100 men in the fellowship,
Bob said, and the women’s ministry has long been following Jesus’ model of His relational approach with His
disciples. Bob explained, “Discipleship is not just teaching people the Word. It’s about building relationships—
meeting throughout the month, loving them, being their
friend, and helping them to grow.” As he met with people, “It became apparent that 9 out of 10 people had only
a light grasp on basic Bible doctrine. Asking questions is
Top right: Sunday school
teacher Jim Brown
shares a moment with his
granddaughter, Rachel
Brown, during class.
Far left: Senior High students
participate in Bible study.
The stylized bird in the
background is a dove.
Center: Teens in the Senior
High class study their Bibles
for answers.
Bottom right: Children
participate in a Bible quiz.
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important because then you can assess their level of understanding and fill in the gaps.”
And let us consider one another in order to stir up love
and good works … exhorting one another, and so much
the more as you see the Day approaching.
Hebrews 10:24 & 25b
Staff member Gil Replogle recounted, “I told Pastor Bob
I had two young men at work who would really benefit
from the discipleship studies, and he said, ‘Gil, why don’t
you disciple them?’ I was challenged, but I could sense the
Holy Spirit working. So I ended up meeting with three
guys at work during lunch—one of the most memorable
times of my life; I’m so thankful.”
Renee Calvin recalled her small group meeting with
Pastor Bob at a coffee shop: “Knowing what he was going through [with the false accusations], and him being so faithful to
shepherd us—it was amazing. He
wasn’t there to talk about his own
trials but out of genuine love and
concern for us. I learned to rely
on God, look to the Holy Spirit for
help, and seek His will. The Word
has become so alive to me.”
Faithful Flock
Many believers at CC Visalia enjoy serving at church and showing
compassion. Trisha and her husband Eric Sapien serve the junior
high youth. She said, “A lot of our
teens serve all over the church—in
children’s ministry, as ushers, with
the offering or the bulletins. When
they graduate high school, they are
already part of the church. It’s an
easier transition for them.”
Trisha’s father, Assistant Pastor Mike Buford, went through
a near-fatal illness for two years. He remarked, “We have
a very compassionate church. During my illness, I saw
their love and compassion. They stood with me, constantly praying for me, taking care of my family, calling to ask
how they could help.” He cited Colossians 3:12 as a verse
that characterized the flock at CC Visalia: Therefore, as
the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies,
kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering.
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Standing Fast
The ongoing false accusations against Pastor Bob Grenier
caused two-thirds of the church members to leave almost
overnight, but those who stayed were thankful for Bob
and Gayle’s Christ-like demeanor through those 13 years.
Trisha Sapien, who grew up in the church and oversees
women’s ministry, said, “They would have had every valid reason to just leave and step back from ministry, but
they chose to keep serving and be faithful. They are such
an example to me. We all have times when we feel defeated.” As Gayle shared Bible studies with the women,
Trisha recalled, “She didn’t try to pretend that nothing
was happening. She was transparent, sharing that she was
finding joy in the situation: God was with them, and He
was their defense.”
Renee Calvin added, “Despite all of the terrible, false
things that were said about them, they never hated. They
kept their hope in God. …Gayle
never stopped loving her children
or us ladies. She’s just steadfast.”
After most of their friends left,
Travis Seymore and his wife sought
the Lord in prayer: “We realized
that we were not at CC Visalia for
Pastor Bob. We were there because
the Lord led us there. That helped
us take our focus off of people and
keep our focus on Jesus.” He recounted, “For those who were left,
we had this strength and unity—a
strength not from numbers but
from the Holy Spirit. We had this
determination to stay the course
and follow God. Pastor Bob and
Gayle were a great example to us of
staying faithful to God and standing their ground no matter what
others said.” Travis learned, “As
believers, our behavior can’t be determined by someone else’s. If someone treats us badly, we
don’t have a license to lash back or get angry. We need to
stay on track, trusting the Lord.”
A Time to Rejoice
The Lord is good to those who wait for Him, to the soul
who seeks Him. It is good that one should hope and wait
quietly for the salvation of the Lord.
Lamentations 3:25-26
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Ever since the Reconciliation Celebration in February, CC
Visalia believers have been enjoying a new season of joy.
Assistant Pastor Mike observed, “It feels like a big burden
has been taken off. We feel like some of our best days are
ahead. We’re seeking the Lord; we want to reach out to the
community. We feel like we’re rebuilding.”
Speaking of Pastor Bob, Mike added, “This trial didn’t
make him bitter or distant toward people; he’s very open.
In fact, it brought out his love and compassion for people
even more, brought him closer to people.”
Rejoicing in the reconciliation, Gil said, “There’s been a
rejuvenation. It was a hard time, and it had a very wonderful conclusion that none of us expected. We’re all excited about what the Lord is going to do next.”

Top right: Robert Grenier, Bob and Gayle’s youngest
son, chats with Jeanine Evans.
Above left: Assistant Pastor Mike Buford chats with
Sally Smith, who works with children.
Above right: Mike Baker, right, shares a laugh with
Norris Lee, a regular attendee.
Left: Service dog Armstrong relaxes as Denny
Griffin plays on the worship team. The dog alerts
Denny when a medical issue will occur.
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