FINDING REFUGE

IN THE FLOOD
CALVARY HOUSTON BELIEVERS
RESCUE STRANDED SURVIVORS,
OPEN CHURCH TO HURTING COMMUNITY,
AND FEED THOUSANDS

Story by Christmas Beeler
Photos by Tom Price unless otherwise noted

While intense flooding from Hurricane Harvey drove
more than 30,000 Texans to relief shelters and countless
others to friends nearby or out of state, Calvary Houston
housed nearly 300 people and 120 pets for four days.
More than 35 Calvary Chapels across the U.S. sent relief

workers to share Christ’s love and lend a helping hand to
devastated survivors.
Slamming into the Texas coast with Category-4 winds
at 130 mph, Hurricane Harvey then lingered mercilessly

over southeast Texas, churning up the coast for 117 hours
and pouring nearly 20 trillion gallons of rain in Texas
alone. The historically catastrophic flooding damaged
or destroyed more than 200,000 homes, according to
Houston Public Media reports. State and federal agencies
conducted more than 122,300 rescues and evacuations—
not counting the thousands of people saved by good
neighbors in their kayaks, canoes, boats, and even jet skis.

Church Provides Refuge
“We had dump trucks carrying people from the city, coming to this place like a sanctuary,” Cameron recalled. “It’s
hard seeing people come off a truck, knowing they were
pulled from their homes, their safe place. A lot of them
had this glazed look on their faces, but then they came to
this dry, safe place—from having no hope to having some
hope.” Groups of 20 to 30 people came in one truckload.

When dawn broke on Sunday, August 27, Cameron Dorsey
and his mother Maurine stepped outside their flooded
home and met 15 drenched people walking by, mourning their destroyed homes. Cameron, the youth leader at
Calvary Houston in Friendswood, TX, felt a surge of compassion and invited them to the church to get dry. When
he got to Calvary Houston, another ten people were waiting in the parking lot since the church was well above the
rising water. He quickly led them all inside the church; an
hour later, a city fire truck drove up and asked if they could
bring more survivors. Cameron called Senior Pastor Ron
Hindt for permission; over the next four days, the church
welcomed nearly 300 people and 120 animals. Pastor Ron
recalled, “Our guys went on 50 rescue missions in four
days. We had 12 people taking care of 300 people.”

Cameron and his friend Matthew Curran, another young
staff member, joined the dump truck rescue missions,

Top left: A Texas National Guardsman carries a
resident to safety as floodwaters from Hurricane
Harvey rose to depths never seen before. Photo by

U.S. Army National Guard 1st Lt. Zachary West

Top right: The National Guard lifts people to safety
as homes begin to flood. Photo by U.S. Army National
Guard 1st Lt. Zachary West

Bottom right: Reela Smart (light blue shirt) of Greater
Houston embraces Alma Sandoval of CC Old
Towne, Orange, CA, after receiving help.
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armed with called-in addresses. Matthew remembered
how the landscape had changed: “It was a weird sight,
people going by on Wave Riders or canoes, trying to help.
The truck felt like a boat because you couldn’t see the tires,
the water was so deep. It was like the city was on an ocean
with houses popping out of the water.” Matthew explained
that the missions took a long time: Trucks drove slowly
through 2-3 feet of water, stopping multiple times to pick
up people stranded along the way. “We would go ‘til the
truck was full, so it got cold. Everyone had to huddle
together to stay warm.” Late one night, one of the truck
teams rescued an elderly man whose out-of-town family
had called the church, worried. The team found the man
at home alone, unconscious, said Matthew: “They had to
break the door down and drive him to the hospital.”
Matthew recalled, “Once we got [the survivors] into the
church, it was a totally different atmosphere. People were
so joyful, so relieved. A lot of them started to help out. It
was a special sight for us staff members.” The church had
become a relief shelter with dozens of wet and frightened
residents arriving every hour.
A boat was dispatched for Pastor Ron, his wife Yani, and
their children to bring them to the church to minister. “We would meet newcomers at the door with warm
towels; they were very cold,” said Yani. “Then we would
give them dry clothes and feed them. We started loving
on them right away—serving them, sharing the love of
Jesus with them, listening to them, praying for them.” On
Sunday, a handful of believers scrambled for eight hours
to serve the influx of bedraggled survivors. They slept in
two-hour shifts that night, until more church volunteers
could safely make it in the next day.

Top: A team from CC Sierra Vista, AZ, removes
carpeting that was soaked during the flood.
Right: Assistant Pastor Dave Johnson (cowboy hat)
and others from his church, CC Old Towne, CA, cut
out flooring after several feet
of water damaged a home. The
team made a video of how to
safely remove moldy flooring
and sheetrock.
Bottom: Dave Baker of CC Old
Towne throws out moldy insulation.

VIDEO

As he watched the Lord take care of the survivors,
Cameron said, “The Lord put on my heart Matthew 14,
where Jesus sees the 5,000 hungry people. He had compassion on them, and He fed them.” Cameron added,
“After we’ve been running this relief [center] for four
weeks straight, the Lord’s compassion has become so real
to me—not only does He see the need, but He desires to
meet that need, to come alongside us and to guide us.”

Pastor Ron reflected, “What an incredible adventure it’s
been—I wouldn’t trade it for anything. And to do it all
in the love of Jesus was amazing. We were able to share
Christ with everyone, to pray with them every morning. It
was a beautiful time.” Many families have returned to say
“Thank you” or worship with those at Calvary Houston.
Answered Prayer
That Sunday evening, the handful of believers divided up
the granola bars at the church, planning to feed the children and elderly first. “Lord, we need food,” somebody
prayed. Thirty minutes later, a lady from their fellowship
called to say that a local restaurant would donate enough
hot meals for all 300 people. Another woman from the
church found a man who could deliver the food by boat.
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Cameron related how the Lord answered prayer repeatedly, above and beyond what was asked: “We prayed for
granola bars, and He provided fajitas. We needed clothing,
and He gave us a warehouse full of clothes. We prayed for
water, and then there was a U-Haul full of 6,000 bottles of
water. It kept happening; it was amazing to see.”
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Yani agreed: “The Lord is amazing; He sent a doctor and a
nurse to the campus, so we had medical help.” She added,
“We got to do a lot of ministry, being the hands and feet
of Jesus.” She also felt the Lord’s comfort and peace in a
personal way. “Hurricane Irma hit, and my hometown in
Cuba was destroyed. I didn’t get to hear from anybody for
four days about whether my grandma, who raised me, was
alive. God gave me peace.” She cited the verse God gave
her: Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer

and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be
made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:6-7). She recalled, “God has been giving me this verse since we got to
the church that first day.”
One of the greatest answered prayers for Cameron personally was that his mother Maurine gave her heart to
Jesus. “God’s love was poured out on her through God’s
people—His love just melted her heart,” said Cameron. “I
would go through it all over again, for the work the Lord
has done in my mother’s life after 10 years of prayer.”
“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overflow you …
For I am the Lord your God … your Savior.”
Isaiah 43:2a, 3a
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God’s Presence Brings Peace
Christian mom and realtor Leeann Crabtree sat on her
roof Sunday morning in the cold, pelting rain as if stranded on some alien ocean. She, her daughter, son, his girlfriend, and her two large dogs were waiting for a rescue.
To her surprise, the men and women gathering up survivors were not professional responders. “I remember
being amazed at these normal guys who had just gotten
in their boats to help their neighbors,” she recalled. Her
small, shivering group noticed a nearby house in flames.
A couple boats paddled by on their way to the fire. Over
the muddled cacophony of wind and rain, one man yelled,
“I’m going to come back for you all!” Leeann knew someone would. She felt no panic: “I had a peace that we weren’t
going to die. God was just there.”
The Lord had replaced her panic with calm earlier that
morning. When she’d looked outside and seen neighbors

wading to higher ground, only then did she realize they all
should have left town. “We’ve experienced 14-20 inches of
rain before without getting flooded,” she explained. Her
panic rising with the water level in her home, she had
prayed, God, I’m sorry, I didn’t know what to do. Kenny
would have known. But her husband was in Alaska. She
begged God to push the winds away and stop the rain.
Finally, despite the relentless torrent, she felt God’s peace—
sensing that He was with her, and that she and her family
would be all right. A few hours later, they were rescued
from the roof.
They were paddled to a little gas station on high ground;
then another local man with a boat brought them—gliding over military vehicles that were completely submerged
in water—to a Kroger parking lot. From there, local people in trucks were picking up survivors to drive them to
shelters or the homes of friends.
The next morning at a friend’s home, Leeann was reading the Gospel of Matthew. “I realized that God was not
only there inside of me, but with all of those people in the
boats. Whether they are Christians or not, He was directing them by His Spirit, pushing them like the wind. He
loves us enough that He moved their hearts not to wait
but just come and get us.” She added, “I want to be obedient like that when He’s directing me.” Later on, the Lord
brought a team of Calvary Chapel believers to help clean
out Leeann’s home.
Helping Hands
During the four weeks after Harvey’s deluge, Calvary
Houston became a hub of God’s compassion to the stricken community: members of the body took on ministry
roles to distribute food and clothing; Mercy Chefs came
to provide more than 100,000 meals; and more than 35
U.S. Calvary Chapels sent teams to help clear out hundreds of flooded homes. “You really see the love of Christ
and people’s various gifts come to the surface in times of
disaster,” noted Pastor Ron. “Whether they have the gift of
compassion to spend time with someone, or the gift of administration to organize things.” Another blessing, he said,
“was seeing the love and camaraderie as Calvary Chapels
from around the country came to serve. I even got calls
from believers in Russia, Cuba, Guam, and England asking, ‘What can we do?’”
Assistant Pastor Dave Johnson of CC Old Towne in
Orange, CA, brought a team and a truck full of requested
supplies during the second week. “It was sad to see how
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much damage a flood can do. In just 6 days there was
mold growing on the outside of the houses, and the inside
was worse.” His team and others tore out drywall, cleared
out damaged furniture and possessions, gathered debris.
“We never wanted to miss the opportunity to share the
Gospel or the love of God in action. We would start with
the physical labor, but then we made it a point to tell them
they were not alone, and that God loved them.” While
some worked, others would speak to the residents. “I felt
there were times when God opened up the conversation.
One family said, ‘Sit down with us,’ so I did, and talked to
them about where they were at on a spiritual level. You
just let the Holy Spirit lead.”
One couple, Adrian and Reela Smart, shared tears and
hugs with the CC Old Towne team who helped them sort
through damaged furniture and tear out drywall. Reela
said, “I want to thank each and every person that came.
You restored my faith in God and mankind.” Dave added
that almost all relief groups his team encountered were
from Calvary Chapels or other Christian organizations.
At 5 a.m. Sunday morning, retiree Mary Ann Packwood
stared at her backyard and wished she were still dreaming.

REACHING OUT
Top left: Pastor Joe McTarsney, Calvary Montclair,
CA, hands out hot meals to a child.
Bottom left: Yani Hindt (left) of Calvary Houston
reunites with an old friend who received one of
100,000+ meals served at the church in four weeks.
Bottom right: Pastor Ron Hindt of Calvary Houston
(center) and his wife Yani (right) pray with a
woman whose apartment had been flooded.
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Pastor Pancho Juarez of The Ark Montebello, CA, (left) and Pastor Lloyd Pulley of CC Old Bridge, NJ (center) share
the love of Christ with Houston residents waiting to speak to FEMA representatives at their Calvary Houston site.

Her husband’s prized fish pond was completely submerged
in brown, murky water. As she woke her husband, Larry,
their nightmare began. Hurricane Harvey would dump 56
inches of rain on their town of Friendswood, Texas. “It
happened so fast; before we knew it, water was coming
in through the walls and seeping up through the floors,”
she said. “We were crazy at first, trying to sop it up with
towels. But when we saw water coming in through the
bathtub drain, we knew it wasn’t going to be pretty. Soon
it was up to our ankles. We put our two little dogs up on
the sofa. Then, very quickly, it was up to our calves. When
it was 18 inches and still rising, I knew we had to leave.”
She checked on neighbors; her friend across the street had
evacuated but offered them her two-story home.
Larry took one of their kayaks, loaded her and their
dogs into it, and pushed them across the street in chesthigh water. Mary Ann stared in disbelief as they sloshed
through the neighbor’s front door and over to the stairs.
“We didn’t know what we were in for, just that we were
in trouble,” she said. Several Christian friends called to
check on her, including Yani Hindt, wife of their Pastor
Ron Hindt of Calvary Houston. Their church of 20 years
had become a relief shelter. Mary Ann and Larry were
trying to wait it out, but when forecasts called for even
more rain, Yani urged them to leave while they still could.
Mary Ann finally agreed to let Yani send a boat. But when
Larry went back to their home to gather up some of their
belongings, two men in two canoes began banging on the
front door, sent by their generous neighbor. After being
paddled to a church a mile away, the Packwoods met their
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Christian friend Dick Cummings. He took them to his
home, where his wife Anna had a pot roast waiting. “They
have opened their hearts and their home to us as long as
we need it. Over and over, God has sent us the right people to help us,” Mary Ann said. “The Lord has shown me
His people’s hearts in a way I’ve never experienced before:
how He uses His people to minister to others. When I see
how selfless people have been, how kind and generous—I
want Him to use me in that way for someone else.”
As their lives were being turned upside down, Larry testified, “There were times when we were powerless and
couldn’t do a thing. But the Lord gave us His Word in 2
Corinthians 12:9b: ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for My
strength is made perfect in weakness.’ He was telling us
that He had this situation in His hands.”
Mary Ann grieved over losing her home, “my sanctuary,
my safe place,” and all of her beautiful possessions gathered over 60-plus years. “I feel freer now. I cried over the
bedroom suite that my daddy gave me when I was 11
years old. But I’ve let that go, all of it go. I saved a piece of
it, and I have the memories. That’s all I need. My husband
and I realize how blessed we are, and we’re grateful.”
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