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Nearly 75 years ago, American missionaries Ed and
Naomi Farrel started El Secreto Bible Institute in the
heart of the Colombian jungle to bring the Gospel to unreached people. Forced out due to civil war in 1951, they
returned three decades later as Calvary Chapel missionaries. Their son-in-law and daughter, Raul and Sharon Ries,
joined forces with one of their young converts to rebuild
El Secreto, train up nationals, and bring the Gospel to the
Colombian people—resulting in hundreds of changed
lives despite violence, corruption, drug lords, and the
persecution of Christians. Believers from CC Golden
Springs, CA (CCGS), have faithfully worked in the spiritual fields of Colombia for three decades. Colombian believers have planted churches not only in their own country but throughout South America. Today, nearly 15% of
Colombians identify as protestant or evangelical in the
historically Catholic country (Pew Research Center).
“So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; it
shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what
I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent
it.” Isaiah 55:11
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Miracles and Providence
Bruised and shaken from being run over by a jeep that
morning, college student Hector Martinez sat in his
room in the large city of Villavicencio, Colombia. It was
a Sunday evening in 1981. For the past 6 months, he had
been attending a free English class with an American
couple in their 60s named Ed and Naomi Farrel. Part of
the class involved listening to Bible lessons on tape by
Pastor Chuck Smith for his clear diction. A staunch atheist, Hector always left English class without staying for
the Farrels’ Bible study, but finally a Christian girl named
Olga urged him to stay. Hector could not deny that he saw
something different in Ed and Naomi. At first suspicious
that they were spies, he came to realize their true love and
care for the Colombian people.

Christ, the Son of God. Because what nobody knew was
that this intelligent, atheistic young patriot was a tortured soul. He hated being alone because demons would
torment his mind. He would run, get into trouble—anything to avoid the war inside his head. One day, Ed told
him, “Jesus Christ can forgive your sins; you don’t have
to run anymore.” Hector had longed for this but wrestled
with his carefully crafted identity. He idolized Karl Marx
and Friedrich Nietzsche, and he wanted to rise in power through education and politics. Finally he decided to
accept Jesus, on one condition: if Ed and Naomi would
swear to keep it secret. Every day that week he searched
for them in vain. Desperate to escape his conviction, he
headed out of town on a bicycle. He hit a rock, went down,
and a jeep following too closely ran him over.

As Ed taught the Bible, Hector’s heart was pierced. At first
he was angry. Could Ed look into Hector’s eyes and read
his mind? I want to learn this technique, Hector thought.
I could use it to manipulate people and extort money from
them. So he watched Ed closely. But the more Bible studies he heard, the more he realized that he needed Jesus

It was as if time slowed down—he felt and saw the jeep
wheels go over him, but he also felt the weight of the vehicle lift off of him. Certain he was dying, he lay in the street
with his eyes closed and thought about eternity. He knew
he deserved hell for rejecting Christ at so many opportunities—through his Christian grandmother making him
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read the Book of Revelation to her, through the Farrels’
English class and Bible studies, through the tapes of Pastor
Chuck explaining who Jesus was. In his mind, he told
God: I’m sorry, Lord. You gave me so many chances. I know

Top: Pastor Hector Martinez (right) hugs a friend in
Villavicencio. Hector accepted Christ through the
Farrels and helped bring the Gospel to Colombia.
Bottom: A CC Golden Springs team unloads supplies
on the shore near Filadelfia, Brazil.
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that it’s my fault, that I will be separated from You forever.
Opening his eyes, he couldn’t believe that he was still alive.
Now, alone several hours later, Hector realized that God
had given him yet another chance. He sensed the Lord
urging him to accept Jesus: Yes or No? As he considered
saying No, he saw a vision in his mind of the accident, as
if he were a bystander. He watched the jeep wheels run
over his body, his head bouncing on the pavement. He
knew he should be dead. The question came again: Yes
or No? “Yes, Lord,” Hector said, crying. “Yes, I want to receive Jesus as my Lord and Savior.” Immediately, he felt as
if his bonds fell away. All the torment and darkness of his
life dissolved, and he knew he was free.
He shared his conversion with Ed and Naomi, later remarking, “My grandma and grandpa used to work with
a couple gringos in the jungle, at a Bible school called El
Secreto.” Suddenly Ed’s eyes became wide. Hector didn’t
realize that nearly 40 years before, a much younger Ed
and Naomi had built El Secreto Bible Institute before being driven from the country in 1951.
Ed shouted, “Naomi! Naomi! Come here—this is the
grandson of Juan Evangelista and Amelia del Carmen!”
They asked excitedly, was his grandfather still alive?
Hector explained that he was killed in 1951 during La
Violencia, the civil war against “liberals”—namely communists and evangelical Christians. “What about your
grandma?” Ed asked. Hector told them she had survived
and was living two blocks away. Within half an hour, they
were face to face with Amelia again after 30 years.
They asked Amelia about their old friends from El Secreto;
she told how each had been killed during La Violencia.
Men had brutally murdered her husband when he tried
to keep them from killing the liberals and burning the
village near El Secreto. She told how God had protected
her and her children when the men lined them up and
turned their guns toward her. They asked if she had a last
request. Looking them in the eye, Amelia had said, “If you

are so good at killing, then kill us quickly, in one shot.”
Shamed by her courage, they let them go. Hector realized
in amazement that God had sent the same missionaries to
his family twice—first to his grandparents in the middle
of the jungle, and 30 years later to him in Villavicencio 90
miles away.
Hector could not yet see how God also had a plan for him:
partnering up with Calvary Chapel Golden Springs to
bring the Gospel to hundreds of Colombians in cities, villages, and the Amazon jungle; rebuilding and overseeing
El Secreto; and eventually moving to the U.S. to raise up a
new generation of missionaries.
For the next two years, Hector devoured Christian teaching tapes and books by Pastor Chuck Smith and Pastor
Raul Ries—Ed and Naomi’s son-in-law. Raul’s radical
transformation from an angry young Vietnam vet with
violent tendencies to a joyful, warm teacher of God’s
Word resonated with Hector. With Ed and Naomi’s encouragement, Hector moved to Raul and Sharon’s home
in California, graduated from CC Bible College, and
returned in 1984 at age 23 to oversee the ministry in
Villavicencio. Pastor Raul sensed that the Lord had prepared Hector to oversee the work in Colombia.
Rebuilding the Ruins
In 1983, Sharon Ries visited her parents in Colombia. Near
the burnt ruins of El Secreto, she sat on a hill overlooking
where the Upía and Lengupá rivers meet, with the majestic Andes rising in the background. Her parents had likened this lush green valley to the Garden of Eden. Naomi
was getting frail and would need to leave, but what would
happen to this place? Sharon thought about how God
had called Ed and Naomi individually to South America
before they met in the late 1930s. Instead of a romantic
proposal, Ed had simply asked Naomi to join him on the
mission field. Ships were scarce in World War II, but they
found one headed to Colombia. A Colombian land owner
provided several acres where the young missionaries and
nationals built a school in the jungle; there they provided

“IF YOU ARE SO GOOD AT KILLING,
THEN KILL US QUICKLY, IN ONE SHOT.”
AMELIA DEL CARMEN
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ED & NAOMI FARREL
1: Naomi Farrel with daughters
Sharon (left) and Shirley.
2: Ed Farrel amputates a man’s
gangrenous arm, saving his life.

8
3: Ed (center) during his 6-week
prison term.

6: Ed, Naomi, and baby Shirley on
furlough in Los Angeles in 1947.

4: Shirley (left) and Sharon

7: El Secreto Bible Institute, 1945.

5: Naomi playing guitar with
Colombian soldiers.

8: Ed travels through dense jungle.

Photos on this page courtesy of Calvary Chapel Golden Springs
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dental and medical care and taught the Word. Sharon and
her sister spent their early years there. After Ed and Naomi
were seized during La Violencia, and Ed imprisoned for 6
weeks, they moved to Chile and founded a Bible school
there. The Farrels’ desire was always to teach nationals
God’s Word to enable them to start churches. Hundreds of
churches would be planted in Central and South America
because of their faithfulness.
“What would You have me do, Lord?” Sharon prayed aloud,
looking at the charred ruins covered in thick green vines.
She had always wanted to be a missionary, but after her
family returned to the U.S. in the 1960s, Sharon’s sinful
choices led her to marry a handsome, restless young man
named Raul Ries. She knew God had forgiven her but assumed her missionary dreams were lost. Then a miracle
happened: Raul got saved in 1972. Radically saved—sharing the Gospel with high school friends, drug addicts,
gang members, and his Kung Fu students. His passion
for Jesus amazed her. She told him about her heart for
Colombia, and he encouraged her to visit. So here she sat,
praying and seeking the Lord.
Reading Isaiah 60, she felt God speaking to her: Arise,
shine; for your light has come! And the glory of the Lord

is risen upon you. … “The sons of foreigners shall build
up your walls, … your gates shall be open continually”
(verses 1, 10a, 11a). Sharon recalled, “I felt that He was
telling me that He would rebuild my life and my marriage—and He did. Also, that I would return here with
people from our church and rebuild El Secreto.”
With Raul’s blessing, Hector and Sharon began leading teams from CC West Covina, CA, (later CC Golden
Springs) to rebuild the school. Teams did the work as God
provided, bit by bit. “I never asked churches in the States
for money. We wanted the nationals to see how God provides, so they would know that it was His work,” Pastor
Raul explained. “That’s how God built our church, and
that’s how He built theirs.”
In 1992, El Secreto opened its doors to young Colombians
with a passion to learn the Scriptures, exchanging the violent drug wars of the city for dangerous paramilitary soldiers in the jungle. In 1998 El Secreto became an affiliate
campus of CCGS Bible College. “The classes were small
due to the persisting danger in the region,” Sharon explained. “Many of those first young men who were taught
verse by verse grew strong in the Lord and are leading
Calvary Chapels and ministries in South America today.”
Now the school is a safer place, drawing students not only
from Colombia but also Peru, Chile, and Ecuador. The
CCBC in Villavicencio reopened in 2008, allowing more
nationals to study verse-by-verse teaching.

CC GOLDEN SPRINGS
IN COLOMBIA, 1999
Top left: Children of all ages enjoy
Pastor Raul’s antics.
Top right: Raul (left) prays with a local
man in Villavicencio.
Right: Raul rides on a truck to a
town close to El Secreto, delighting
school children.
Bottom right: Raul examines property
surrounding the Bible college at El
Secreto (in background).

Bottom left: Calvary Chapel senior
pastors just before takeoff to
the Bible college at El Secreto.
Kneeling left to right: Lance Cook,
La Habra, CA; Raul Ries, Golden
Springs, CA; Randy Walls, Upland,
CA; David Rosales, Chino Valley, CA;
Pancho Juarez, Montebello, CA;
Ray Jaramillo, Rio Grand Valley,
NM; Lloyd Pulley, Old Bridge, NJ.
Standing left to right: Bob Grenier,
Visalia, CA; John Milhouse, Moreno
Valley, CA; Gino Geraci, South
Denver, CO; Jim Orate, Rancho
Cucamonga, CA.

Pastor Raul and Sharon have brought other CC pastors
and wives to Colombia, inviting evangelical pastors and
leaders from that region to come and learn verse-byverse Bible teaching. In 1999, Raul brought a team of
Calvary Chapel pastors—including Gino Geraci, Lloyd
Pulley, Bob Grenier, Pancho Juarez, David Rosales, John
Milhouse, and others—to Colombia. The pastors encouraged many Calvary Chapels in the war-ravaged land. “We
had to cancel a trip the year before because of the danger,”
Raul recalled. “But the Lord put on my heart that these
churches needed to know they weren’t forgotten.” In 2001,
Raul shared his testimony with an entire troop of soldiers
in Bogota; when he gave the invitation to accept Christ,
all 500-plus soldiers stood up. “It was very moving; I was
blown away,” shared Raul, calling it one of his most poignant ministry experiences in South America.
Sharon Ries (left), daughter of late missionaries Ed and
Naomi Farrel, encourages a South American woman.

Archive photo by Tom Price
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Mission Teams Join the Work
For the past three decades, Calvary Chapel believers have
built schools and churches, encouraged fellow believers,
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every floor, there were about 60-100 guys. Every time we
gave the invitation to accept Jesus, about 75-80% of them
raised their hands,” Scott reported. Team members encouraged and prayed with many one on one, handing out
New Testaments, clean T-shirts, and necessities. In the
women’s area, many also responded to the Gospel. Scott
estimated that nearly 400 men and women opened their
hearts to Jesus that day. CC Popayan also visits a prison
in a guerrilla-infested area. The women of CC Golden
Springs write Bible homework for the prisoners to complete to earn days off. After visiting them, Sharon related
that several prisoners have learned to study and teach the
Word verse by verse. CC Golden Springs also donates
toys for the incarcerated fathers to give to their children
at Christmas.

and shared the Gospel through village outreaches. Scott
Salamat, an associate pastor at CC Golden Springs,
has been leading teams there since 1994. He reflected,
“Though we are following Ed and Naomi’s legacy, it’s
never been about what we can do. It’s always been about
what God has done and can do. So many have heard the
Gospel, but there are many who still haven’t.”
During a recent trip with American teens and adults, believers began playing Christian music in the town square
at Sabanalarga, near El Secreto. A local pop singer and her

band were there and gave their lives to Jesus Christ. Scott
recalled, “That was amazing. They wanted to know where
to find a church like ours. I told them there wasn’t one
yet—but they could go to the Bible College half an hour
away, study the Bible, come back, and plant one.”
Part of the recent team went to a prison in Sogamoso,
where they were allowed access to all five floors because
of the ongoing ministry there by CC Sogamoso. The team
shared testimonies and the Gospel. Those who had spent
time in prison shared how Jesus changed their lives. “On

“I WANT THE CALVARY CHAPELS IN
SOUTH AMERICA TO BE KNOWN FOR
THEIR INTEGRITY AND LOVE FOR GOD.”
PASTOR RAUL RIES
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Watching the Spirit Move
A student from CC Golden Springs Bible College, Angel
Rodriguez saw God’s hand at work from the team’s very
first stop, the city of Tunja. As the bus pulled up to CC
Tunja, Angel spotted two young men in ragged clothes.
Seeing Angel’s ear gauges and tattoos, they were intrigued
that he was a Christian. Angel later recalled, “They told
me people misunderstood them and called them bad guys.
I sensed the Lord telling me that they needed His forgiveness, that they were hungry to be seen as something else.
So many of the young men there are likely to use drugs or
turn to crime because of poverty.” Angel told them how
God had freed him from crime and drugs, and now he
was in Bible college. “I don’t do those things anymore because I have everything I could ever want or need in Jesus,”
he told them. He explained God’s free gift of forgiveness,
salvation, and new life in Christ. “Do you want that?” he
asked. They did. He told them that all sinners are destined
for hell unless they repent and follow Jesus. They said they
wanted to go to heaven and put their faith in Jesus. He
prayed with them to accept Christ, and then they followed
him into the Calvary Chapel. Soon they were laughing
and talking with other teens from the mission team.
After the church service was over and Angel stepped outside to head for the bus, two police officers stopped him.
Someone had called them about a suspicious-looking
man talking to teens. “What were you talking to those
boys about?” one officer asked sternly. Pastor Hector tried
to explain, but the officers would not let him approach.
Respectfully, Angel shared his testimony, opened his Bible
to John 3:16, and explained the Gospel. One officer was
intrigued. “They had heard of God but had never heard
about having a personal relationship with Jesus Christ,”

Left: Associate Pastor Scott Salamat preaches in
Sabanalarga, Colombia. Several accepted Christ.
Top right: Hector (right) shows a village pastor where
to find verses in his Bible.
Bottom right: Nicki Cervantes (right) prays with a
CCGS team member in Macedonia, Colombia.
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Calvary Chapel Golden Springs supports the Macedonia
believers by sending them Bibles and Christian resources.
Teams often work with believers from Macedonia when
making contact with new tribes.
Five years ago, Hector took a group of American missionaries to Santaren, the poorest village he had ever seen.
The children had lice, and their clothes were threadbare
rags. Drinking and fighting were part of everyday life.
The team played soccer with the children and shared
the Gospel. Several people accepted Christ. One woman
cried as they left, fearing that they would never return.
“The Lord put that village on our hearts. Every month
we sent them food and clothing through the Macedonia
believers,” Hector said. When the Calvary Chapel team
returned, “the villagers could not believe it; they had a
big celebration. Every time we go, we see a big difference.
They just needed the presence of Jesus.” Now the village
has electricity, children attend school, families read the
Bible, and there is peace instead of fighting. “They are
very thankful. They feel like they have hope. They tell us,
‘Thank you for coming and telling us about Jesus,’” Hector
said. The Golden Springs team also encouraged remote

Angel recalled. He asked if they would like to accept Jesus;
one said Yes. Both officers bowed their heads as he prayed.
He gave them Bibles and joined his relieved team members on the bus.
Angel reflected, “From that moment, I knew God had given me a special calling to be on that trip. It changed my life.
I had been learning [in Bible college] about the Holy Spirit,
reading Living Water by Chuck Smith. I had asked God to
fill me with His Holy Spirit. Even though I didn’t feel any
differently, the Lord showed me it’s not about feelings but
about walking in faith, doing ministry in the power of the
Holy Spirit, and relying on Him alone.” Since he returned
to California, Angel has a new passion for outreach and
sharing the Gospel. He cited Acts 1:8—“But you shall
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Strengthening the Churches
There are more than 50 Calvary Chapels in South America,
with dozens of others who are not officially affiliated, yet
teach verse by verse. CC Golden Springs seeks to continually encourage and communicate with the South
American fellowships. Pastor Raul explained, “My vision
has always been to teach and train the nationals to plant
Calvary Chapels throughout South America, and to pastor them. We never know when the door will close.” For
40 years, Raul and a team of CC pastors have hosted annual conferences in Chile, Peru, and Colombia. Raul has
taught them the Calvary Chapel Distinctives and how to
be a godly, loving leader. “I want the Calvary Chapels in
South America to be known for their integrity and love for
God,” Raul said. This year, several hundred leaders gathered for the conferences, where Pastor Don McClure also
taught about the person and work of the Holy Spirit. Yearround, Hector translates Raul’s Sunday and Wednesday
messages into Spanish, which are sent out weekly via the
internet to the South American churches.

mule, and on foot to share the Gospel with indigenous
people. One must first approach the tribe’s leader for permission. “Sometimes the [tribal] villagers would come after us with machetes, and we would have to run back to
the boat,” he explained, “but that’s what you have to do to
reach them.”
One remote village called Macedonia first received the
Gospel from missionaries nearly 50 years ago. “They
have a heart to go evangelize other tribes,” Hector shared.

To the Uttermost Parts
Pastor Hector has a burden for unreached tribal people in
Colombia’s remote Amazon Rainforest. “Of the 200 tribes,
only about 60 have been reached with the Gospel,” Hector
estimated. He and other believers have traveled by boat,
12

CC churches that had not been visited for 13 or 14 years
and had been struggling with isolation.
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CC Golden Springs
calvarygs.org

Top left: CC Golden Springs missionaries worship in the home of a blind man who had been a pastor in
Macedonia, Colombia. He had to stop pastoring after losing his sight and treasured the time of fellowship.
Bottom left: Colombian residents travel by boat on the Amazon River near Leticia.
Center: Angel Rodriguez (left) witnesses to a woman near Villavicencio, Colombia.
Right: A village pastor leads his congregation in prayer. Many believers in Colombia still face persecution.
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1942
Ed & Naomi travel to Colombia on an exploratory trip.
1943
Ed & Naomi return to Colombia to start El Secreto.
1948
Ed & Naomi’s
daughter
Sharon is born.

TRACING GOD’S HAND IN
COLOMBIA FOR 75 YEARS

1950
Naomi & 2 daughters leave El Secreto
at gunpoint & move to Bogota. Ed sent
to prison for 6 weeks.
1951
Colombian believers expelled from
El Secreto. Ed & Naomi return to US.
Hector Martinez’s grandfather Juan
Evangelista martyred.

1963–2007
Ed & Naomi found Transworld Vision Ministry, serve in
Mexico, send Bible studies to churches in South America.
1966
Sharon
graduates
high
school.

1952–1962
Ed & Naomi start Bible
school in Chile training
pastors & leaders.
1962
The Farrels return to CA.
Sharon attends high school &
meets Raul Ries.

1943

1951

El Secreto destroyed

1972
Raul gets saved on Easter.
1979
Raul’s Bible study grows
into a church with over
800 people.

1983
Sharon feels God’s call on her life to rebuild
the Bible school in El Secreto.
1984
Hector graduates from CCBC in West Covina,
CA. Naomi ill; she & Ed return to US.
1984-1992
El Secreto rebuilt by Sharon, Hector,
& CC Golden Springs believers, reopens as a
Bible seminary.
1985–2002
Hector returns to Colombia, pastoring
church & overseeing Bible schools.

1998
El Secreto becomes a CCGS Bible College.
1999–2001
Sharon & Raul bring CC pastors, wives, & leaders to Colombia; Sharon leads
pastors’ wives conference at El Secreto; Raul ministers to pastors & soldiers.
2001
Ed Farrel goes home
to Heaven.
2001–present
CCGS brings
short-term teams
and Bible college
students to South
America to minister
with and to churches, work on building
projects, train &
equip national
pastors & leaders.

2008
Villavicencio facility shut down for repairs:
church & children’s school relocates.
2011
Naomi Farrel goes home to Heaven.
2013
Villavicencio Extension
Campus of Seminario Biblico
El Secreto CCBC begins.

1992

El Secreto reopens
Photo courtesy of Calvary Chapel Golden Springs

El Secreto opens

1968
Raul & Sharon get married.
1968–1981
Ed & Naomi travel North & South
America to teach VBS, Bible studies,
& evangelize.

1981
Ed & Naomi return to Colombia, teach free
college English classes, serve at Villavicencio
Bible school. Hector accepts Christ; Ed & Naomi
reunite with his grandmother.

Left: Scott reaches out to children near
Villavicencio, Colombia.
Right: Scott shares his testimony and leads
prisoners to Jesus in the federal prison at
Sogamoso, Colombia.
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