CRAWFORDSVILLE

PASTOR DAVE KEESEE’S VISION FOR HIS CLOSEKNIT CONGREGATION AT CALVARY CHAPEL
CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN, IS SIMPLE: THAT ALL— YOUNG
TO OLD—KNOW GOD’S WORD AND COME TO AN
AUTHENTIC RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST.
Story by Margot Bass
Photos by Tom Price

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
Psalm 119:105

“excitement about being in the Word of God on their own
and seeing things they’ve never seen before,” he enthused.

One of the challenges that has been overcome at CC
Crawfordsville, IN, was to help the flock get into God’s
Word on their own, from Genesis to Revelation. On
Wednesday nights there is verse-by-verse, book-by-book
teaching. However, five years ago, Pastor Dave Keesee
changed the way he taught on Sundays. “I realized that a
lot of people weren’t reading the entire Bible on their own.
They were just learning [from me] on Sunday morning.”
Now through the week, members have reading assignments totaling about 10 chapters. He provides thoughtprovoking questions and breaks the reading into daily
segments under 10 minutes each. Many have shared their

On Sunday morning, a Scripture portion that was read
during the week is emphasized and expounded upon.
Even people who don’t attend can participate via the website and the church’s WSRC 88.1 FM radio station which
broadcasts to surrounding counties. This emphasis on
personal Scripture reading has impacted adults, children,
and families—leading to a new level of accountability
among members. “We all are encouraged by the reading
schedule. Pastor Dave has given us permission to razz
each other about it,” shared Caleb Hurt, the youth pastor,
with a smile. Believers ask each other how they did in the
weekly reading. Caleb emphasized, “It’s helped me grow

ALL TOGETHER
IN GOD’S WORD
Top left: Worshipers at
CC Crawfordsville, IN,
prepare their hearts to
hear God’s Word.
Bottom left: Pastor
Dave Keesee (right)
encourages member
Susan Edwards after
the service.
Bottom right: Teri Judy
(right) enjoys a moment
of fellowship with a
local family.
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in my knowledge of the Word, which is my knowledge
of the Lord. It gives me a more mature view of what God
wants me to be.” Caleb and his wife Lauryn teach the preteens in Sunday school. “I will pull a lesson from the same
readings taught to the adults. That way, mom and dad and
the kids can all talk. It adds to the family dynamics,” he
explained. At age 13, children stay in the sanctuary with
their families, and the pre-teen class is designed to give
them “an appetite for that,” Caleb related.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom,
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord. Colossians 3:16
Calling the Lost
Believers recalled how biblical teaching at the church led
them to Christ. On the first Sunday Caleb Hurt came
to CC Crawfordsville in 2006, the story of David and
Goliath was taught, “a story I thought I was somewhat familiar with,” the 35-year-old stated. “I had never picked
up a Bible; I just didn’t see a need. But I still remember
the lesson.” The congregation was then asked how they
use their gifts. “That really resonated with me.” Caleb had
just left the U.S. Marine Corps after 12 years. He surrendered his life to Christ shortly after that Sunday but still
struggled with drinking, smoking, and PTSD. “I tried and
failed miserably at being a Christian in my own strength,”
he confessed. The pastor reminded the congregation that
God wouldn’t let them succeed at living the Christian life
apart from Jesus and the Holy Spirit. “After that, I was
just begging the Holy Spirit to fill me. God answered that

prayer,” Caleb testified. After being baptized two months
later, he no longer craved alcohol and tobacco, he declared.
Nina Cunningham, 52, was raised in a traditional church
where statues of Mary, Jesus, and the saints seemed on an
equal level. She accepted Christ at CC Crawfordsville 13
years ago, reeling from a long history of sexual abuse, promiscuity, suicide attempts, and depression. That Easter
in 2005, the story of the Passover was taught, when the
Israelites who were in Egyptian bondage were instructed
to paint blood on their door posts so that their firstborn
would be spared. Nina reflected, “What I recognized there
from the Lord was obedience. Obeying the Word in faith
is what brought me to Jesus.” When an altar call was given,
“my hand went up in the air, and I said, ‘Me, me!’ I was in
the front row. It was hilarious,” she related with a hearty
laugh. Although God has healed her of many wounds
from her past, she noted, “I still struggle with how to
love. How do I love God, my husband, the people of the
church?” She contends that God brings healing slowly
and is showing her how to love and to be loved. Nina
appreciates the accountability and encouragement from
other women at the church.

by the end of the year, I think it surprises them that they
can do it,” she said. “I’ve been blown away at how excited
they are to learn it. Parents have just been thrilled that their
children know huge volumes of Scripture.” Angela shared
a recent experience about a visiting family: A father who
had just been released from prison brought his children to

church for the first time. She reminisced, “They listened
to the other kids say the verse—with 20 kids, they heard it
20 times. And then they got up and did it.”
Ten years ago, the church opened a coffee house called
Joshua Cup to reach downtown Crawfordsville with the

Scripture Memorization
Pastor Dave’s wife Angela runs the children’s church for
approximately 50 children. She helps children memorize
blocks of Scripture using sign language. In 2018, they are
memorizing Psalm 19, which they’ll present to the congregation at Christmas. “We stick with one verse every two or
three weeks; then we move on and add. They get a reward
if they can do it without looking. They’re motivated, and
Bottom left: Pastor Dave Keesee
greets Jose Diaz and family.
Top: Cindy Ellingwood (right)
and Chad Bales lead worship.
Top right: Member Keith Brock
shares God’s Word before the
start of Sunday service.
Bottom right: Brothers Denny
(right) and Dwayne Howard
enjoy a light moment
during the Sunday teaching.
Members have reading
assignments totaling about
10 chapters each week.
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Gospel. “We’re right across the street from the courthouse,
so many people come. We’re getting to know the community on a first-name, one-on-one basis,” Dave explained. It
doesn’t advertise as a “Christian” coffee house, or that CC
Crawfordsville runs it. Baristas are believers hired from
area churches and often counsel customers and share the
hope that Christ has brought to their hearts.
Extending Their Reach
Outside their walls, the fellowship coordinates a regional
pastors’ conference that encourages other Calvary Chapels,
many with small congregations. (See related story.) CC
Crawfordsville is also tied closely with several missionaries overseas. George and Pam Markey founded the church
in the early 1980s. They left in 1992 with their eight children to plant a Calvary Chapel in Kiev, Ukraine. George
asked Dave, then pastoring a small church in Indianapolis,
to take his place; Dave has pastored CC Crawfordsville
for 25 years. George died in 2007, but the Markey family
has continued serving on the mission field in the Ukraine,

STUDENTS OF THE BIBLE
Top right: Angela Keesee, Pastor Dave’s wife, teaches
during children’s church.
Bottom: Youngsters concentrate on memorizing
God’s Word in their classroom.
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Siberia, Georgia, Jordan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, and Hungary.
Pam is the director of the Missions Training program at
CC Bible College Europe in Hungary, recently relocated
to Budapest. Pastor Dave’s daughter serves as a missionary
in the Middle East alongside Paul and Melanie Billings.
Melanie is the daughter of George and Pam Markey.
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