FAMILY-FRIENDLY
MIDWEST
CONFERENCE
THE GREAT LAKES PASTORS & WORKERS
CONFERENCE ENCOURAGES ENTIRE
FAMILIES IN THEIR FAITH

BUT JESUS SAID,
“LET THE LITTLE CHILDREN
COME TO ME, AND DO NOT
FORBID THEM; FOR OF SUCH
IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.”
MAT THE W 19 :14

Story by Margot Bass
Photos by Tom Price unless otherwise noted

The Great Lakes Pastors and Workers Conference has
become a family-friendly conference where not only parents but entire families are encouraged in their faith. Up
to 330 attendees, including pastors, church leaders, and
their wives and children, attended the October 2017 gathering at the Lake Placid Christian Conference Center’s
Retreat Center in Hartford City, IN. Many came from
small churches in surrounding states to learn from seasoned CC Poimen Pastors Bob Claycamp, Bill Holdridge,
and Phil Evans.

Young ones serve
Teens and children have spontaneously served together
while their parents fellowshipped and attended workshops.
After finishing their meals, Malachi, Titus, Sarah, Moriah,
Sam, and Nate Murphy often volunteered to bus tables in
the 350-seat dining room. The six, ages 5 to 21, were children of one of the attending pastors. Co-coordinator Teri
Judy remarked, “Nobody wants to hurry to leave. So the
children go in with smiles on their faces and clear those
tables so guests can stay comfortably as long as they desire.

Left: Pastors and their families come to the Great
Lakes conference for spiritual renewal.
Middle: Conference attendees meet informally at
the playground. Many friendships are formed.
Right: Children, warmly welcomed at the
conference, enjoy play time at a nearby stream.
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It thrills us to see children from various Calvary Chapels
offer to serve us like that.” Moriah and her older sister
Mary had already helped Teri to register guests.
The Murphy children were among more than 50 who attended with their parents. But children have long been a
part of the conference, which was started in the 1970s by
CC Crawfordsville, IN, when Dave Keesee took over the
church in 1992. (See related story in this issue.)
“Because we started so small, we grew into more of a family environment rather than just pastors,” Dave explained.
“Fellows showed up with their wives, and because there
are a lot of young pastors with children in these young
churches, the conference became child-oriented, too. If
you’re coming for the first time, you’d be overwhelmed
by kids. They’re just everywhere.” The atmosphere of the
conference center, a Christian summer camp with a lake
and recreational activities, is well-suited for families with
children, organizers stated. Dave’s daughter Elysse began
attending as a baby; now 25 and serving on the mission
field, she has led worship for the conference and attends
when she is back from overseas.
Pastor Dave’s wife Angela described how children came
to be part of the conference. “I wish I could say we started all this with the thought of blessing pastors and their
wives, but it was a very selfish need that started it. [Dave
and I] had no one to leave our children with and started
bringing them. I sat out in the lobby for years trying to
listen in to the teachings,” she admitted. “Then people
would see our children and asked if they could bring
theirs.” For at least 10 years, Calvary Chapel Bible College
Indianapolis (CCBCi) students have assisted with child
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care. Eventually the conference organizers realized they
could have the college students teach the children more
formally. So, five years ago, Angela organized a children’s
program. This year, CCBCi sent 20 students—10 to work
in the kitchen and 10 to work with children. Organized
by age group, children studied the nine fruits of the Spirit
(Galatians 5:22-23). Parents “know their kids are safe, are
being taught the Word, and are having fun,” Angela added.
Family Environment
For the past 22 years, Dick Judy of CC Crawfordsville has
run the conference with his wife Teri. He related a conversation that he and longtime CC Pastor Don McClure
shared several years ago outside the Retreat’s Worship
Center, while watching children run from classrooms to
the playground. “Don looked me right in the eyes and said,
‘Don’t ever change this. This takes me back to the old days
of Calvary Chapel. Honestly, I miss that.’ To me, this was
the Lord saying we were doing the right thing. The Lord
is orchestrating and has showed us over the years that this
is what He wants.” Children often attend the main conference teachings with their parents. Mario Rosa, an elder at CC New Buffalo, MI, has brought his family for 4
years. His sons, Gideon (14) and Caleb (16), described the
conference as their favorite vacation spot and highlight
of their year; they’ve built lasting relationships with other
teens. “There’s a kind of humility in the air where everybody is just themselves. And it’s a small piece of heaven
because the Holy Spirit is so present there,” Caleb revealed.
Mario recalled some of his favorite moments which occurred during evening campfires when some of the youths
led impromptu worship. He observed, “It was very, very
cool that the next generation is already prepared to lead
worship wherever they attend church.”
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Bottom left: Pastors Bill Goodrich
of Horizon Christian Fellowship
Indianapolis (left) and Scott Murphy
of Cornerstone Community Fellowship
enjoy chatting by the playground.
Top left: Pastor Chik Chikeles of CC St.
Paul, MN, shares a humorous story.
Top right: CC Bible College Indianapolis
student Dalton Rogers teaches a child
while his parents attend a session.
Photo by Micah Martin

Bottom right: CCBCi student Zach Bailey
leads children in games.

“IT’S A SMALL
PIECE OF HEAVEN”
CALEB ROSA, 16
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Equipping the Next Generation
Scott Murphy, a part-time family practice doctor and pastor at Cornerstone Community Fellowship in Madison,
IN, has brought eight of his nine children to the conference since 2010. Even his married daughter attends with
her husband and young children. “I love that it really accommodates and encourages us to go as a family,” Scott
stated. He summed up the purpose of the conference with
Ephesians 4:12a: for the equipping of the saints for the
work of ministry, adding, “The heart of the Lord is for the
building up of families as they serve together.”
Scott’s wife Tracy shared, “Our [own] kids sit in the sessions because they’re old enough to understand. God’s
Word applies to them, too.” She described her family as
a ministry team. “Because they’re able to be there in worship and teaching, they can develop relationships not just
with peers but with mentors and people who have been
special and influential in our lives.”
“And these words which I command you today shall be
in your heart; you shall teach them diligently to your
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your
house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down,
and when you rise up.” Deuteronomy 6:6-7
Their daughter Mary, 23, believes that the adult teachings
are geared toward anyone interested in improving their
walk with the Lord. “A lot of [the sessions] focus on growing in the Lord, walking with the Spirit, being thankful,
and looking for opportunities to serve,” she summarized.
Nate Murphy, 21, related, “I can think of several teachings
from the conferences in the past couple of years that I keep
on my phone. Once a year I’ll listen to them because they
have a timeless truth.” Tracy concluded, “I’m just blessed
that our children can attend and be equipped because, if
Jesus tarries, the world’s going to need them.”
44

Top Left: Missionary to Ukraine Mike Pratt is greeted
by Pastor Dave Keesee (right) of CC Crawfordsville.
Top Middle: Conference coordinators Dick and Teri
Judy give rides to and from the different venues.
Center: The Murphy family prepares to receive
communion together as the conference ended.
Right: Caleb and Gideon Rosa of CC New Buffalo, MI,
pray with Titus Murphy (facing camera).

Calvary Chapel
Great Lakes Conference

cccrawfordsville.com
Next conference Oct. 8-10, 2018

CALVARY CHAPEL MAGAZINE

45

