CHURCHES UNITE

“OUR HEARTS ARE STRONG ... BECAUSE GOD’S
GRACE IS LIMITLESS AND WE BELIEVE HE’S
GOING TO TAKE CARE OF US.”
PASTOR ROB WOODRUM
In the wake of October’s deadly Hurricane Michael,
Anthony Noble and members of his church drove around
a Panama City, FL, neighborhood, carefully maneuvering
around downed trees and power lines. At a house covered with debris, they met a man, John, clearly exhausted
from clean-up work. Anthony, pastor of Calvary Chapel
Panama City Beach, related, “He told me his story about
weathering out the storm and how at one point he thought
he was honestly going to die.” Then John admitted that
he had promised the Lord that if he survived, he would
get his life right with God again. Amazed, John continued,
“‘What are the chances that you, a pastor, would walk up
to my doorstep, out of all the houses in this community?’”
As Anthony prayed with him and handed him a hot meal,
John rededicated his life to Jesus Christ.
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On October 10, Hurricane Michael crashed ashore on
Florida’s Panhandle at Mexico Beach, packing winds
of up to 155 miles an hour. The first Category 4 storm
to make landfall on the Panhandle, Michael was one of
the strongest hurricanes ever to hit the U.S. A beautiful
coastal city, Mexico Beach was decimated; news outlets described it as a “war zone.” Panama City is a close
second. Curfews of dawn to dusk have been enforced.
Restaurants, grocery stores, and businesses cannot yet
open. Many were trapped in neighborhoods, helpless,
because roads were inaccessible or their vehicles were
destroyed. “They had no electricity or water, and their
homes were completely damaged. Many just sat on their
doorsteps waiting for people to come help,” Anthony said.

Photo by Desiree Noble

AFTER FLORIDA HURRICANE

PATH OF DESTRUCTION
Left: Pastor Anthony Noble of Calvary Chapel
Panama City Beach prays with a woman after
sharing a hot meal from Mercy Chefs.
Bottom center: Hurricane Michael devastated cities
and homes in Florida’s Panhandle.
Bottom right: Anthony’s daughter Kylee Noble (right)
helps serve hot meals to hurricane survivors.
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Once allowed back into town, the church immediately
joined efforts with Mercy Chefs, a faith-based non-profit
that prepares professional restaurant-quality meals to
victims, volunteers, and first responders during disasters.
Mercy Chefs has set up at different locations in the area—
and those who were able to do so came to get hot meals.
“Once the crowd died out in that location, we packed a
bunch of meals into our vehicles and delivered them to
those who couldn’t get out,” Anthony said. One of those
neighborhoods was a trailer park known for drug use and
high crime levels. Residents sat on their doorsteps, watching his team suspiciously. “We walked over to them with
a hot meal, and their guard dropped. A couple of them
just fell on their knees, saying with tears, ‘Thank you so
much that you haven’t forgotten us,’” Anthony recalled.
Churches Unite to Rebuild
Then I [Nehemiah] said to them, “You see the distress
that we are in, how Jerusalem lies waste, and its gates
are burned with fire. Come and let us build the wall of
Jerusalem, that we may no longer be a reproach.” And I
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told them of the hand of my God which had been good
upon me … So they said, “Let us rise up and build.”
Then they set their hands to this good work.
Nehemiah 2:17-18
Calvary Disaster Relief (CDR) and other Florida churches have joined the effort to help. CDR is accepting volunteer teams to the area, housing them at the Laguna
Beach Christian Retreat located outside the disaster area.
Incoming teams will need to bring in chain saws and
roof tarps. CC Panama City Beach has been responding
to calls and emails from around the country to check on
loved ones impacted by the hurricane. “We’re checking in
on as many people as we can,” Anthony affirmed. “We’re
going into some of the neighborhoods over and over
again, building relationships with people. That way they
know everything we’re doing is in the name of Jesus.”
Eastgate Christian Fellowship in Panama City Beach has
been established as a distribution center for critical resources. Pastor Rob Woodrum said, “We’ve been loading
and unloading water and other supplies, whatever supplies we can get, trying to get it to people in the neighborhoods.” He said he has talked with and prayed with many.
“The main thing we’re trying to get across to people is that
God has not forgotten them, a city battered and broken
by the storm.” Rob quoted God’s Words in Isaiah 54:11,
“O you afflicted one, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, behold, I will lay your stones with colorful gems,
and lay your foundations with sapphires.” Rob knows
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Coastline Calvary Chapel churches have donated, gathered, and delivered loads of basic supplies. Ryan Spencer
was part of a team from Coastline CC Gulf Breeze delivering supplies to Eastgate CF. “The moment we got there,
10 people unloaded our trailer quickly. The water and
Gatorade went straight into the back of a truck and were
gone in minutes. The drivers already knew where they
were taking them,” he stated. Coastline CC Destin has
continued to pack and deliver storage bins of non-perishable foods, basic supplies, and cleaning items.
Farther away, CC Merritt Island and CC Ft. Lauderdale
have been sending groups down to help clear debris and
tarp damaged roofs. Stephanie Gunderson, director of
Ft. Lauderdale’s outreach ministry and crisis response,
said their teams are working with multiple churches in
Panama City and Lynn Haven, a city more inland but also
heavily affected. Many in those communities have been
told they won’t qualify to have their electricity restored
until the trees have been removed from their roofs, she
said. “The team is more and more encouraged, wanting
to come back, not wanting to leave. They’re energized just
wanting to love their neighbors.” Each team is leaving a
Bible and Bible study with each family they work with
and connecting them to local churches. “We know once
we leave, they’re going to need that follow-up.”
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Anthony and his family evacuated before the storm hit.
“As I watched The Weather Channel, and our city being
destroyed, I felt like Nehemiah when he learned the condition of Jerusalem [after the Jews returned there from
70 years of captivity]. He mourned for many days,” he explained. “I was overwhelmed and asked the Lord to show
me how we could reach our city. I believed He had us
here for such a time as this.”

that God is going to rebuild. “Our hearts are strong, our
courage is there because God’s grace is limitless and we
believe He’s going to take care of us.”

Anthony observed that God is using the storm to soften
hearts to the Gospel. “A lot of people are more open to
talk, so we’ve been able to share Jesus with many people.
It’s just listening to them, praying and crying with them.”
The Panhandle area needs prayer, according to Pastor
John Spencer of Coastline CC Gulf Breeze. “It’s going to
take a long time to recover. This will be a long-term experience of working with one another.”

Calvary Chapel Relief in Florida
calvarydisasterrelief.org
calvaryftl.org/hurricane
eastgatefellowship.net/#hurricane
coastlinelife.com
ccmerrittisland.org

Top left: A man carefully passes the remains of a
church building in Mexico Beach.
Top right: Eastgate Christian Fellowship in Panama
City Beach became a distribution center for water
and other essential supplies.
Middle right: Mike Nelson of Calvary Disaster Relief
(right) prays with a man caught in the storm.
Bottom right: Volunteers at Eastgate CF prepare to
distribute water to residents in need.
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