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“I WANT THIS TO BE A
CHURCH THAT’S DEEPLY
TETHERED TO THE WORD,
THAT GIVES PLACE FOR
THE HOLY SPIRIT.”
PASTOR ROB VERDEYEN
Top: Calvary Corvallis Pastor Rob Verdeyen
and his wife Susie worship and pray at a
conference for Oregon’s CC leaders.
Bottom: Youth Leader Zach Rierson (black
T-shirt) and Middle School Pastor Garrett
Smith at the conference prayer meeting.

Prayer has been the anchor and engine
of Calvary Corvallis, Oregon, since its
founding 24 years ago. From 15 people
meeting in a senior center, the fellowship has grown to approximately 1,000
who gather on 50 beautiful acres dotted with 200-year-old tiger oak trees,
Pastor Rob
an outdoor amphitheater, and a bapVerdeyen
tismal pool. Fair weather allows the
church to hold services outdoors three to four months of
the year.
Soon after Cindy Kitchen, not yet a believer, started attending Calvary Corvallis more than 20 years ago, she
made it a point to regularly go to the church’s Saturday
evening prayer services. Faith was hard for her; she described herself at that time as a “searching agnostic” who
trusted in science and had studied many religions. “I
thought, Where else could you go besides the prayer meeting to find out what’s going on in the church?” she recalled.
Cindy listened, soaking in the faith and prayers of those
who attended. She even participated in service-related
church ministry. Then one New Year’s Eve, she went as
usual to the prayer meeting; only two other people were
there—Pastor Rob Verdeyen and another church leader.
Cindy felt uncomfortable but prayed what she called simple prayers. “They didn’t know I wasn’t saved, and I didn’t
tell them any different. They just assumed, I guess, because I kept coming to prayer meetings,” she related. But
just a few weeks after that night, Cindy accepted Jesus
Christ as her Savior.
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Sometime later, Rob was discouraged by the low attendance at the Saturday prayer gatherings and shared his
thoughts with his fellowship, emphasizing the importance of intentional prayer. After the service, Cindy confessed to Rob her unbelief at the time, adding, “Obviously,
God had a plan, because here I am.” Today, she and her
husband continue to serve in the church; she attends
morning prayer meetings several times a week. “I love
going to prayer meetings, seeing prayers being answered
and people being real.”
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years. “It’s a miracle that God has established a church
our size in this community. Every week we see God
touching people who probably don’t expect to be touched
when they come. When you have an environment where
the Spirit of God can move, like in the days of Paul, people are cut to the heart when they hear the Word, when
they see the worship,” he remarked. In John 4:24, Jesus
says, “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must
worship in spirit and truth.” Each week several people
are baptized, Rob said. “I want this to be a church that’s
deeply tethered to the Word, that gives place for the Holy
Spirit. The most refreshing, most beautiful, most fruitful
place for a pastor to be is in step with the Holy Spirit. It’s
just a desire to be nudged, to be prompted, to risk as the
Spirit shows us.”

Cindy was first drawn to Calvary Corvallis after her teenage daughter Jamie went to the church’s youth group.
Jamie returned home excited, asking if the family could
go to church there. Although they were attending another
church at the time, they tried a midweek service. “It was
the first time I had ever heard anybody teach a chapter of
the Bible for an hour,” Cindy declared. “We came to make
sure my daughter wasn’t in a cult, and I found a place
where you actually learn the Word of God.” Over time,
the entire family gave their lives to Christ.

The Power of Prayer
Now it came to pass, as He [Jesus] was praying in a
certain place, when He ceased, that one of His disciples
said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught
his disciples.” Luke 11:1

Church Growth in an Unlikely Place
Rob notes that many people in Oregon do not believe in
the Bible or see any place in their lives for it. Yet Calvary
Corvallis has experienced tremendous growth in 24

“I think that the corporate prayer meeting is the greatest
place of potential power in the church. And yet, so few
churches have it,” Rob stated. ”Life—through the leading of the Holy Spirit—just pulsates out of the prayer
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Top left: Tom and Sherry Sanderbrink, Lebanon CC,
OR, listen as Pastor Luke Frechette of South Beach
Church in Newport, OR, teaches at the conference.
Bottom left: Pastor Cody Smith and his wife Laura of
Ashland Christian Fellowship, Oregon.
Top right and middle right: Pastor Daniel Fusco of
Crossroads Community Church, Portland, OR,
invites conference attendees to come for prayer
during the conference.

meetings,” held every Saturday night and daily during the
week. The real power in the meetings is the Holy Spirit,
Rob continued. “It’s so much better, so much more powerful when instead of coming up with an idea and praying that God would bless it, to be in prayer and let God
inspire what He wants to do. And then follow that.” A
prayer meeting may lead to a homeless ministry, house
churches, a mission trip, or even the direction of the next
book of the Bible Rob will teach.
This January 2019, Calvary Corvallis will host its 10th
annual Week of Prayer & Fasting; typically more than
500 members participate. Some will fast from food and
drink, some from social media, and others even from
their exercise routines. “The common denominator is
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One of many ministries birthed out of prayer at the
church, the Nations Team builds friendships with the
area’s international community, especially with international students at Oregon State University in Corvallis.
On the Sunday before Thanksgiving 2018, Nations Team
volunteers and staff wondered how many would attend
their first holiday dinner for international students. “We
prayed and prepared food for about 120 people,” said
Desireé Gorham, a Nations Team leader. “A flood of people—about 200—came in, and we had to put out more
tables! We had plenty of food for people to have seconds
and thirds. I was praying the five loaves and two fishes’
prayer [wanting to multiply the food].” Mostly students,
but also community members and the church body,
mingled for more than two and a half hours. Desireé related, “Many church families invited students to come to
their houses for Thanksgiving. They exchanged phone
numbers and built friendships, which was our heart for
the event.” Reuben Wai, International Director, added
that the students, some who brought families with them,
represented 15 to 20 different nations.

that we’re all gathering morning, lunchtime, and evening
for prayer for a whole week,” Rob said. For many, this has
become the key week of their entire year. “They’re setting
things before the Lord during that week that dictate the
rest of the year,” including decisions about education,
adoptions, and mission trips, he added.
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the first 15 minutes someone will walk in sobbing. The
whole meeting will focus on that crisis,” Rob related. “Our
community here has learned how to discern how the Holy
Spirit wants us to go.” Attendance at prayer meetings varies but has steadily grown over the years.

Cindy Kitchen attends her morning prayer meetings before going to work. “I find that the prayer meetings set
me up for the week, that I’m missing out if I don’t go. I
think about my morning people all week long,” she explained. Cindy considers prayer meetings to be home
groups. “We all know each other, all the details [of our
lives], and we can support each other.” Despite her regular
praying, Cindy feels that she still doesn’t pray enough. “I
think in some ways that’s good because God wants you to
keep growing. He doesn’t want you to become stagnant.”

Prayer guided by the Holy Spirit has also been a
cornerstone for what Rob called an “Oregon family
gathering” at Calvary Corvallis—the Shepherd the Flock
conference uniting Oregon state Calvary Chapel pastors,
ministry leaders, and their wives. “I believe there could be
tremendous strength if the ‘family’ comes together once a
year. You really can’t love each other or unite if you don’t
know each other,” he observed. For four years, conference
attendees have cried out to Jesus for a “fresh move of the
Holy Spirit in our marriages, families, leadership, and
churches, in that order.”

No prayer meeting is the same, but most start with worship, and an elder or pastor leads the meeting. Participants
often gather in small groups to pray for different needs.
Those attending may be sitting, kneeling, or with their
faces to the floor. “We’ve had prayer meetings when in

Nations Team
“Look among the nations and watch—be utterly astounded! For I will work a work in your days which you
would not believe, though it were told you.”
Habakkuk 1: 5
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Rueben said they learned a lot during the first year of
ministry. “We really needed to be more relational with
the students, building friendships, and discerning which
ministries in our church we can begin working with.” One
of them is the vibrant college ministry, Real Life, which is
attended by up to 150 students each week. “Relationship
is everything. Students on campus in general, including
international students, are hungry for relationship and
authenticity.” From there, Rueben recounted, they begin
discussions about the Gospel and having a relationship
with Jesus Christ. “But if we don’t have relationships established first, a lot of students keep us at arms’ length.
“We’re seeing more and more people catch the vision that
our role is to love [the students], show them who Jesus
is by loving each other, and remain true to the identity
that God gave us,” Reuben summarized, recalling Jesus’
words in John 13:35: “By this all will know that you are
My disciples, if you have love for one another.” He added,
“We’ve been told by students, ‘You guys truly love each
other, and you truly love us.’ That’s a wide-open door for
us to say, ‘It’s because we have Jesus in our hearts.’”
The Nations Team, now in its second year, started when
church leadership, after prayer, wanted to reach the thousands of students representing up to 100 countries attending the university. According to Desireé, “We’d be

Top left: Lauren Mealey enjoys working with
children at Calvary Corvallis’ Sunday school.
Top right: Middle school students study the Bible
during Sunday school, held outdoors during nice
weather months.
Middle right: Pastor Garrett Smith (right) works with
middle school students.
Bottom right: Conference attendees pray together in
small groups in the amphitheater.
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Top left: Elder Jerry
Bumgarner passes
out communion
elements.
Bottom left: Gayla and
Paul Boomhower
pray together before
taking communion.
Top right: Rob teaches
at Calvary Corvallis’
amphitheater,
located under
200-year-old tiger
oak trees. Sunday
services are held
outside between
June and October.

while still holding on to her culture and religion. But [I
think] she’s ever drawing closer to Jesus.”
A healthy byproduct of the ministry is that church members are now reaching out to international people they
meet in the city—for example, at a grocery store—on
their own. “A number of families at church engage with
students or local immigrants now,” Desireé said. The
Nations Team helps to equip the congregation by arranging small gatherings with international students, offering
cultural awareness and training, and bringing students to
churchwide ministry events.
Challenges in Ministry
For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise
according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble,
are called. 1 Corinthians 1:26

remiss to ignore that while they’re here, in our backyard,
there’s time to build relationships. We’re just trying to be
good stewards of where God has us.” The team reaches
out through large events on the church property, inviting Americans to intentionally connect and make friends
with the students. Desireé has observed that many international students are quick to ask questions about her beliefs. Some attend church services.
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Desireé described her friendship with a Middle Eastern
student going through all the stresses and challenges of
any college student. “I just became available to listen and
pray and share with her what God does in my life. We
just spend time together and have those raw conversations.” The girl now listens to worship music and is asking many questions about a relationship with God. “She’s
slowly changing what she believes [about Christianity]
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Pastor Rob became a Christian as a young man at Calvary
Chapel Costa Mesa, CA. His path to salvation was gradual, ultimately occurring in a home fellowship. He remembered sitting in the back rows of the church, wondering
how Pastor Chuck Smith was able to teach so powerfully.
“My whole life I was scared to death to speak in front of
anybody,” Rob admitted. “It’s kind of funny that God so
often chooses people who are painfully weak. Quite possibly, they’re the ones that God wants to use because then
He gets all the glory.” Rob would quietly clean the bathrooms, praying, God, I don’t know how to go forward in

the ministry, but I want to serve You. “I know God saw
that,” he said. For more than six years, he served as a Bible
teacher and high school pastor before being called to the
small congregation at Corvallis with his wife Susie.
When called to ministry, Rob said he made a misguided
“deal with God,” believing that God would then keep him
from hard, painful experiences. “But the deal God made
with me was that I was going to follow Him with all my
heart, soul, and strength, and He was going to do what’s
best for His glory,” Rob shared. The church grew; in the
middle of building a new 800-seat sanctuary 11 years ago,
he faced one of his biggest challenges: polyps on his vocal
chords made speaking extremely painful. “I could barely
carry on a conversation. For nine years, I was pushed to
the precipice of being forced out of ministry. I’d teach on
a Sunday morning but could barely pray afterwards without being in pain. How can you pastor a church and not
talk?” Within the past two years he has finally experienced some relief but is still not completely healed.
A thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of
Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. … I
pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart
from me. And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient
for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
2 Corinthians 12:7b-9
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“God had His purposes in allowing us to be pushed like
that,” Rob stated. “In that time of trial, God forced me to
raise up people to serve with me. I would have been very
busy, but I was home [more often] with my three children, and I got to watch them grow up.”

The Oregon statewide men’s conference, “Rise Up,” is coming March 9. Pastor Daniel Fusco is the guest speaker. For
information visit: oregonmensconference.com
calvarycorvallis.org

Top: Pastor Rob Verdeyen baptizes Scott
Trout at the Oregon Shepherd the Flock
Leaders Conference. Scott’s wife, Breanna,
Susie Verdeyen, and Frankie Axtell pray
for him to the side.
Middle: Men from all over the state
fellowship at Steak & Study, a once-amonth men’s gathering in July and August.
Bottom: Calvary Corvallis members are
encouraged to pray sitting, standing, or
facedown during the men’s study.
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