A NEW
GENERATION
Left to right: Pastor Mike Focht of CC Philadelphia,
PA; Pastor John Randall of CC San Juan
Capistrano, CA; Pastor Wade O’Neill of CC
Golden Springs, CA; Pastor Sean McKeehan of
CC Golden Springs, CA; Ryan Ries of CC Golden
Springs, CA; and Pastor Garid Beeler of Vision
City Church, CA.

YOUNG CALVARY
CHAPEL PASTORS
READY TO SERVE

Bottom left: Earvin Samilin (left) and other young
worshipers lift up their praises to the Lord.
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In Psalm 145:4, David declared, One generation shall
praise Your works to another, and shall declare Your
mighty acts. In July 2018, generations of Calvary Chapel
pastors united at the West Coast Pastors’ and Leaders’
Conference to share—and expand—the spiritual legacy
of late Calvary Chapel Founder Chuck Smith. Six of the
ten featured speakers were younger men in ministry:
Mike Focht, youth pastor at CC Philadelphia, PA; Sean
McKeehan and Wade O’Neill, associate pastors at CC
Golden Springs, CA; Pastor Garid Beeler of Vision City
Church in Irvine, CA; Pastor John Randall of CC San
Juan Capistrano, CA; and Ryan Ries, co-founder of the
Whosoevers Movement, which shares the Gospel in public schools.
“The example of men who have blazed the trail of ministry, who have faithfully and uncompromisingly taught
the Word of God, has made a tremendous impact on my
life and ministry,” said John Randall. “Moses had Joshua,
Elijah had Elisha, and Paul had Timothy. I think we need
those who are coming up behind us to take our place. All
throughout Scripture you see examples of succession,
people who passed ministry on.”
Learning from Seasoned Pastors
Sean McKeehan related that he has learned to preach “in
season and out of season” (2 Timothy 4:2b). “That means
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when it’s popular and when it’s not, to stay the course
rather than be influenced by the outside world. Seasoned
CC pastors have modeled the importance of allowing
God’s Word to go forth, because that’s the only thing that
changes people’s lives.” Pastor Chuck, he said, modeled
a lifestyle of servanthood. “We are just sinners saved by
grace; God doesn’t need me to do ministry, but instead
gives me the opportunity. I truly believe that humility is
something that’s needed in pulpits across America and
the world.”
Wade O’Neill described learning faithfulness and consistency from his senior pastor, Raul Ries. “He’s given
me the opportunity to see ministry lived out practically.
Everything from leadership and pastoral ministry to help
in being a husband and a father, he’s really taken us under his wing and poured into us.” Concussions sidelined
Wade’s promising professional football aspirations but
placed him in ministry. Looking back, he appreciates
God’s supernatural change in his life’s direction.
Raul’s son Ryan explained that his father has taught him
to know and live out the Word of God, and to stay simple,
grounded, and humble. “Basically just model Jesus in the
ministry,” he said. In addition, several other senior CC
pastors encouraged him through the years after he left a
lifestyle of drug and alcohol abuse. “I was saved radically,
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Randall remarked, “The world is getting darker the closer
we get to the return of Jesus Christ. Satan is on an all-out
attack on the Church and the world because he definitely understands his days are numbered.” Garid observed,
“In light of these current events, I am excited to see what
the Lord will do with those who are serving Him in such
an exciting time. I believe that one of the biggest things
we will face as the next generation of CC pastors is compromise. We cannot compromise what God’s Word says
for what may be culturally acceptable.” Ryan said that although the times are tumultuous, “What I see as I tour
public high schools is that revival is breaking out again.
These kids are open to the Gospel.”

has done in the past, but in going forward we need to
look at our past as a guidepost instead of a hitching post.”
Wade concluded, “If we hold the line and preach truth,
then the Lord is going to do His work. As younger
pastors, we really need to search our hearts like the Old
Testament prophet Jeremiah modeled: Are we prepared
to gauge success on faithfulness, rather than numbers, no
matter how unpopular the message is?”

Carrying on the Legacy
Despite the difficulties, these leaders are enthusiastic
about responding to the challenges of the future. “People
have a lot of questions, and we have to be open and ready
for that, to be able to teach the Word of God verse by
verse and break it down very clearly for everyone,” Sean
McKeehan asserted. “We need to be able to communicate
that God’s Word is true and has stood the test of time. If
we’re open to the Holy Spirit, we are going to have an incredible amount of ministry opportunities.”
and I felt like an outcast. But these men saw that the Holy
Spirit was doing something in my life. Because they listened to God and gave me opportunities, I’m now in fulltime ministry. I will also take risks on the next generation
when I see the Holy Spirit moving. Chuck Smith did the
same thing—he took a chance on all those burned-out,
ex-hippy kids, and look what God did.”
Seasoned CC pastors have influenced Mike Focht by
their love for the Word of God, their reliance on the Holy
Spirit, and their humility. “All my life, I have been given
a healthy diet of the entire Bible, and I honestly cannot
imagine my life without that,” he related. “If not for the
continued emphasis of the necessity of the Holy Spirit,
I would have placed so much more pressure on myself
and depended so much more on my own adequacy.” He
continued, “In a world of self-promotion, [these pastors]
remain good living examples of the spirit of Christ’s sermon on the mount.” Garid Beeler said he feels blessed to
call seasoned pastors his friends. “Planting and pastoring
a church can be one of the most amazing, and most difficult, things you could ever be called to do. It has been
so helpful for me to be able to ask questions, seek counsel, and be encouraged in the things of the Lord by men
who have been involved in leading the Calvary Chapel
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movement,” he shared. “They have modeled what a true
servant of the Lord looks like. I hope I can help others as
much as they have helped me.”
So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the
word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give
you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.
Acts 20:32
Issues Then and Now
The pastors affirmed that the social issues facing younger CC pastors are similar to those prevalent in the 1960s
and 1970s, when the CC movement was founded. The list
includes drug abuse, sinful sexual lifestyle choices, rebellion against authority, dissatisfaction with the world, unrest, war, and a search for the meaning of life. Sean added,
“As the Word of God began to touch people’s lives, they
saw that Christ gave them a foundation and stability. It
was perfect timing; God did an amazing work of revival.”
Today’s generation faces additional challenges: easier access to stronger drugs, legalized marijuana, pornography,
gender confusion, same-sex marriage, increased depression, suicide, and mental illness, more broken homes,
and the distractions of social media and technology. John
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Ryan stated, “The Gospel is relevant to what’s happening,
but we have to communicate it simply to this generation
and how it can impact their own personal lives.” He added that it’s not realistic to just build a church and expect
people to come. “We’re going to have to live out the Great
Commission (Mark 16:15-18), go out and reach them for
Christ, and then bring them into the church to disciple
them all.”
Garid concurred. “My generation needs to hold fast to
the teaching of God’s Word without compromise, step
boldly into opportunities for evangelism, and be ready for
the second coming of Jesus.”
John confirmed that he remains committed to the Word
of God. “I want people to know more about Jesus, to
know the Bible from cover to cover. That’s what is going
to make churches more effective and powerful in the days
to come.” However, he cautioned that pastors need to
intentionally raise up new leaders for the CC movement
to grow. “One of the issues I’m concerned about is how
pastors in Calvary Chapels are going to transition from
one generation to the next. Some don’t have a succession
plan in place to clearly designate God’s choice for
leadership,” he declared. “I am thankful for what the Lord

Top left: Gary Kusunoki and his wife Carol worship
at the 2018 CC West Coast Pastors Conference.
Top right: Laughter and fellowship echoed at the
Calvary Chapel Golden Springs campus.
Right: Alberto Flores of Alive Christian Fellowship
in CA relaxes on the grass.
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