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GALA EVENT HOSTED BY
CALVARY CHAPEL OLD BRIDGE
IS RETHINKING PRO-LIFE
MINISTRY IN THE CHURCH

Bottom left: A scene
from the movie
Unplanned, the story
of Abby Johnson.
Top Center: Abby
Johnson shows her
book Unplanned.
Top right: Gala
attendees at Calvary
Chapel Old Bridge
enjoy fellowship and
inspiring speakers.

Abby Johnson watched the screen, mesmerized, as she
moved an ultrasound probe on the abdomen of a scared
young woman 13 weeks into her unplanned pregnancy.
As a Planned Parenthood clinic director who had experienced two abortions of her own, Abby sincerely believed
she had been helping women with crisis pregnancies for
the past eight years. But this day, her first experience with
ultrasound-guided abortion, was different.
“I felt [unexpectedly] nervous because I recognized that
what I saw really looked like a baby. I could see his little
nose and mouth. The baby jumped, flailing his arms and

GALA HIGHLIGHTS:
Master of Ceremonies Joe
Fischer, pastoral intern at CCOB,
shared that he narrowly escaped
being aborted.
Women who planned to abort
their babies, but were persuaded
to choose life instead, joyfully
shared photos of their children.
Originally told that getting an
ultrasound technician to volunteer
would be impossible, CCOB now
has four of them and three more
in training.

A SCENE FROM
UNPLANNED,
A MOVIE ABOUT
ABBY JOHNSON
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Statistics show that four out of five
women who receive an ultrasound
will choose life for their babies.
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legs as if trying to move away from the abortion instrument—there was nowhere for him to go,” Abby confessed.
“But I knew this couldn’t be because I had been taught
‘abortion science,’ which teaches that a pregnancy only
magically turns into a baby when the mother decides her
pregnancy is wanted.”
Soon the ultrasound screen turned black, indicating a
successful abortion. She looked down at her shaking
hands. “Our hands, our lives—what we do with them is
so powerful; and I had just used mine for the greatest
evil I had ever seen,” she said softly. “I knew I could never
participate in abortion again.”
Abby ran to the neighboring office of the pro-life organization Coalition for Life, whose staff had been faithfully praying for Abby, her staff, and their clients over the
years. “I sat on their couch, weeping. In this moment of
desperation and crying out to God, I realized that I had
helped to facilitate more than 22,000 abortions,” she recounted. “I didn’t know how to live with that kind of burden, and to be honest, I didn’t know if I wanted to. But in
that complete despair, I heard the Lord speak to me in a
way that I had never heard before or since. He said, There
is nothing you can do to make up for what you have done.
But He also added, Because of My radical grace and mercy
for you, you don’t have to.”
A Commitment to Pro-Life Ministry
Abby was the keynote speaker for the December gala held
by Calvary Chapel Old Bridge (CCOB), NJ, to raise support for its active pro-life ministry. Abby, now 39, is the
author of the book Unplanned, the subject of a recent
movie by the same name, and the founder of a ministry
which has helped more than 500 abortion workers leave
the industry. She is also a wife and mother of eight children. Nearly 450 guests at the gala listened spellbound
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CCOB’s broad approach includes the Bridge Women’s
Center (BWC) and a state-of-the-art mobile pregnancy
unit. Lloyd affirmed, “We saw a need to get resources to
women with unplanned pregnancies, giving them an ability to make informed choices. We can’t sit still on the sidelines as we see what is happening with abortion in this
country, knowing that we have an opportunity to save
lives.” He continued, “I challenged our fellowship: Are we
willing to open our homes and our wallets to help people
whose lives are a mess? Just because they are keeping their
babies doesn’t mean that they’re still not in all kinds of
trouble in life. They need the Gospel and discipleship.”
Debbie Biskey, Executive Director of BWC, agreed that
the greatest challenge to pro-life ministry comes after
the baby is born. “Only Christ can change the heart and
grow a person through discipleship. So how are we going
to help in that growth? Are we going to make ourselves

as Abby shared her experiences with brutal honesty, grit,
and humor. They responded with laughter, affirmation,
and even tears as she boldly exhorted them to move beyond just being pro-life to acting on that belief. One attendee from Virginia was surprised that the gala was not
a “women’s event” but a gathering of both men and women who had a heartfelt desire to minister to those experiencing crisis pregnancy.
“We want to inspire Calvary Chapels not to treat abortion as a side issue—but as one of the greatest potential
evangelical outreaches in the history of this nation. It’s
reclaiming an incredible opportunity to minister to men

and women in the rescue of children,” declared CCOB
Senior Pastor Lloyd Pulley. “The Church is better suited
than an institution to incorporate women into the family
of God.”
Stuart Migdon, co-chair of the pro-life ministry and
producer of the award-winning film Voiceless, related,
“We’re coming alongside abortion-minded women, being
the arms and legs of Christ and showing them we’ll stand
beside them for the rest of their lives, helping them financially, emotionally, and spiritually. It’s an amazing way for
Calvary Chapels to blaze a new trail and show the world
what it means to be pro-life … all to the glory of God.”

available to take a woman and her child to the doctor,
perhaps bring them to church?”
Love in Action
Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of
Christ. Galatians 6:2
The Center supports women, children, and families by
providing daycare, adoption and foster care, housing
advocacy, baby showers, encouragement, and prayer. “If
we’re going to say ‘Choose life,’ then we’re going to walk
that life with them. Ultimately, the goal is their salvation,”
explained Lisa Doyle, one of many ministry volunteers.
Priscilla, now 28, had two abortions as a teenager before
being saved in 2015. Before the first abortion at age 16,
she admitted, “I wanted to be a mom, but everything
around me told me I couldn’t. And I believed that.”
Top left: Abby
fellowships with
Pastor Ray Dash and
his wife Ruthie at the
CCOB gala.
Top right: Attendees
listen to speakers.
Bottom center: Pastor
Lloyd Pulley of CCOB
shares his vision.
Bottom right: Attendees
join together for
united prayer.

“ WE WANT TO INSPIRE CALVARY
CHAPELS NOT TO TREAT ABORTION
AS A SIDE ISSUE—BUT AS ONE OF THE
GREATEST POTENTIAL EVANGELICAL
OUTREACHES IN THE HISTORY OF THIS
NATION.” PASTOR LLOYD PULLEY
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Top left: CCOB has blazed a trail for pro-life churches by
purchasing a mobile pregnancy unit from Save the Storks; it
will be used for ministry throughout New Jersey.
Center and top right: The inside of the unit, named “Hannah,” is
welcoming, clean, and comfortable. It will provide free
resources to help men and women facing unplanned
pregnancies make informed decisions for life.

Calvary Chapel Old Bridge
ccob.org
bridgewomenscenter.com

Pregnant again in 2017, she wondered how she could
take care of a baby when she couldn’t take care of herself.
Women from the center reached out to her.

A Testimony of Redemption
The Lord my God will enlighten my darkness.
Psalm 18:28b

“I made a decision I knew wouldn’t be easy, but this time
someone said, ‘It’s going to be okay.’ What’s so awesome is
that someone is always there for me. They threw me the
most amazing baby shower,” she said, laughing. Her son
is now 15 months old.

Debbie identifies with these women. Early on she lived
a lifestyle of drugs, alcohol, and failed marriages, with
several abortions and miscarriages. She also had two children, son Stephen and daughter Angel. Finding success in
her career, Debbie was five months into a pregnancy when
she experienced premature labor. “I realized how very
much alive he was as he struggled to survive for six weeks,
… but my son died,” she recalled, “I had no relationship
with God and at that point, I really thought that because
of all the abortions I had, that this was His payback … His
punishment for me.” Her anger led her back to the old
lifestyle. “I lost my kids and my house,” she said. “I went
from a six-figure salaried New York City girl, who was so
full of herself, to in the gutter.” A friend gave her a Bible. “I
got saved alone in my room through reading that Bible—I
realized that He knew and loved me in my darkness.”

When Joumelle was 29 and unwed, she learned she was
going to have twins; the father made it clear that he would
be no help. Where am I supposed to go? I have nobody,
she thought. Then she met Lisa, who stepped in to help.
During her baby shower, Joumelle was overwhelmed by
the number of women attending. “There was nothing
I needed that wasn’t there,” she remembered. A single
mother of a twin girl and boy, she was pregnant again
several years later—and the father told her to “get rid of
it.” Ashamed and wanting to keep the baby, she worried
that the church might not help this time. Lisa reassured
her, “Don’t worry. We’re still going to stay with you.” That
baby boy, now 13 months old, was born nine weeks early;
Lisa and other volunteers have remained by her side.
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Mobile Pregnancy Center Brings Hope
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble. Psalm 46:1
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Save the Storks was founded in 2012 to enable pregnancy
resource centers to provide free pregnancy tests and ultrasounds through mobile medical units. The team of
pro-life advocates at CCOB realized that this would be a
powerful way to reach their community. “That glimpse
into the womb changes everything—ultrasound is the
key,” said Pastor Lloyd. “As far as we know, we are the first
Calvary Chapel to have our own mobile medical unit. It
was a long, difficult process that required us as a church
to have a dedicated team of pro-life advocates—but it was
worth the fight, because unless a pregnancy center can
offer true medical services, it won’t be effective.”
Lloyd pointed out that while the ultrasound is critical
for women to make informed decisions, the impact on
men seeing their unborn children is also important. “If
a husband or boyfriend is supportive, every woman who
gets on the mobile unit will choose to keep her baby,” remarked Lloyd. “Men can be the real problem and the root
cause of abortion. Without support, a woman is alone,
afraid, and vulnerable—an easy target for abortion clinics.”
The mobile pregnancy center arrived at the Bridge
Women’s Center on October 1, 2019. Like the center, the

watch
video

mobile unit provides free pregnancy testing, ultrasound,
the Gospel, and life skills counseling for mothers and fathers. It requires a licensed medical doctor, an executive
director, an ultrasound technician, an intake counselor,
and a driver.
CCOB member Dr. John Lundberg, the medical director for the mobile unit, shared the powerful impact of a
woman seeing her unborn child. “In one moment, in one
beautiful second ... through the ultrasound, she will see a
heartbeat and limbs moving,” he explained, “Tears usually follow the first time a mother sees and understands the
reality of her baby; four out of five times she will make a
decision to keep the baby … it is powerful.”
All staff members are trained to approach women experiencing unplanned pregnancy with sensitivity and to demonstrate the love of Christ to them. “We remember not
to pass judgment and to pay attention to the tone in our
voices,” explained Jenna Creasy-Kahn, Client Services
Director for BWC. “Recognizing that Jesus meets us
where we are, we will strive to meet women here in this
mobile refuge, to model the Gospel in a place where they
might not otherwise go.”
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RETHINKING
PRO-LIFE
Pastor Lloyd Pulley, Senior Pastor of Calvary Chapel Old Bridge, NJ

For years I was reluctant to get too involved in pro-life
ministry because I saw it as a hot political debate hindering the greater purpose of preaching the Gospel. Plus, any
issue connected to politics often attracts angry and meanspirited protesters. Displaying horrific posters of aborted
babies is not the best way to influence people to trust in
the finished work of Christ.
But a new wave of pro-life folks inspired me to rethink.
And seeing women inspired to keep their babies because
of the genuine care of God’s people truly impacted me.
The real ministry is the power of love given to women
who are terrorized by fear of the future. The fear of being
stigmatized, losing a boyfriend, or being thrown out of
their home makes women vulnerable to the multi-billiondollar abortion industry. But when they see joyous examples of those who have kept their babies, the lies begin to
lose their grip. When that woman hears and sees her very
own baby in the womb, both child and mother are rescued. This is far more effective than any force of law.
Sadly, church people have just as many abortions as their
unchurched counterparts. Church teens are more naïve
about getting pregnant. They didn’t plan on having sex,
but have little resistance when under the influence of
drugs and alcohol and are often unprotected. Fear of their
sin being exposed makes them prone to abortion. I’ve said
from the pulpit that when you see a pregnant teen walking
into church: give her a hug, tell her how proud you are of
her strength and of her parents for supporting her.
But beyond the rescue of abortion-minded women is
the deliverance of a generation whose consciences have
been defiled by abortion. At a pro-life event we hosted, a
lady in her late 50s shared her decades-old abortion story

and told me that it was the first time she had shared that
with anyone. My own wife, Karen, felt she could not share
that secret publicly for years. But it was this very sin that
moved both of them and many more to the cross of Jesus.
This is why I am “all-in” as a pro-life pastor!
Much like Joseph rescued his brothers, and prepared
them to lead Israel by moving them to confess their secret
sin; I believe there are millions to be freed from the guilt
of abortion, by confessing it and believing in the cross of
Jesus for forgiveness and cleansing.
Why be silent about this pervasive cultural sin? A wellbalanced pro-life ministry can potentially be the soil for
the greatest evangelical awakening in history. How many
carry post-abortive guilt and shame for decades? Many
post-abortive women have left their sin at the cross and
now unleash overwhelming compassion to help spare
others the guilt of abortion.
To re-envision pro-life we must go beyond birth, to support women through life in raising that child. It was amazing to hear Abby Johnson exhort us to stand for life at our
fundraising gala. But, I was more moved by three ladies
at one table delightedly showing off pictures of their babies, whom they had been unsure of keeping. They were
so grateful for those who helped them through pregnancy,
the birth of their children, and now in life.
We want to serve the whole Christian community—helping churches not just in New Jersey but throughout the
nation to rethink pro-life ministry. Who is better poised
than the church to assist women beyond pregnancy and
birth? Let’s bring pro-life back into the pulpit for the
Gospel’s sake!

TO RE-ENVISION PRO-LIFE WE MUST GO
BEYOND BIRTH, TO SUPPORT WOMEN
THROUGH LIFE RAISING THAT CHILD.
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